ORDINANCE NO. C-25-52

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE,
FLORIDA, AMENDING CHAPTER 27 OF THE CODE OF
ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE,
FLORIDA, TITLED, “VEHICLES FOR HIRE,” BY AMENDING
ARTICLE I. — “IN GENERAL,”; REPEALING AND REPLACING
ARTICLE Il. — “TAXICABS,” WITH ARTICLE II. — “RENTAL
CARS WITH CHAUFFEURS AND SIGHTSEEING VEHICLES”
AND ARTICLE Ill. - “MOTEL OR HOTEL COURTESY CARS,”
WITH ARTICLE IlIl — “NONMOTORIZED VEHICLES - FOR
HIRE,”; AND REPEALING ARTICLE IV. — “RENTAL CARS/”
ARTICLE V. — “RENTAL CARS WITH CHAUFFEURS AND
SIGHTSEEING VEHICLES,” AND ARTICLE VI -
‘NONMOTORIZED VEHICLES - FOR HIRE,” THEREBY
REMOVING REFERENCES TO CERTIFICATES OF PUBLIC
CONVENIENCE AND NECESSITY AND IMPLEMENTING AN
ADMINISTRATIVE REVIEW AND PERMITTING PROCESS
FOR THE OPERATION OF VEHICLES FOR HIRE,
AMENDING CERTAIN DEFINITIONS, DEFINING A LOW-
SPEED VEHICLE, AND REVISING INSURANCE
PROVISIONS AND PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY,
REPEAL OF CONFLICTING ORDINANCE PROVISIONS,
PROVIDING FOR A CORRECTION OF SCRIVENER'S
ERRORS AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

WHEREAS, Chapter 27 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Fort Lauderdale
sets forth the permitting process of vehicle for hire businesses and provides the manner to safely
operate vehicle for hire services in the City of Fort Lauderdale; and

WHEREAS, taxicabs, motel or hotel courtesy cars and rental cars are required
to comply with the licensing and permitting requirements as set forth in the Code of Broward
County, Florida; and

WHEREAS, generally, §320.0603, Fla. Stat. (2024) permits reciprocity for
persons who hold a valid, active license or permit issued by a county or municipality to operate a
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vehicle for hire in any other county or municipality without being subject to additional licensing or
permitting requirements and without paying additional license or permit fees; and

WHEREAS, increased urban density, population growth, and increased tourism
in the City of Fort Lauderdale can lead to changes within the transportation or transit-related
industry; and

WHEREAS, the use of low-speed vehicles has emerged as a common mode of
transportation in the neighborhoods and communities of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission recommends the implementation of an
administrative review and permitting process for the operation of certain vehicles for hire in the
City of Fort Lauderdale; and

WHEREAS, the City Commission wishes to impose a limitation on the number
of permits issued to operate vehicles for hire in the City of Fort Lauderdale and finds that imposing
a limitation is necessary for the protection of the City’s property, and the public’s health, safety
and welfare; and

WHEREAS, City staff recommends amending Chapter 27 of the Code of
Ordinances of the City of Fort Lauderdale to update vehicle for hire service and vehicle definitions
and establish an administrative process and update the application fee structure for certain vehicle
for hire permits; and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA:

SECTION 1. That Article I. — In General, of Chapter 27 — Vehicles for Hire, of the Code of
Ordinances of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, is hereby amended as follows:

ARTIGLE - IN-GENERAL
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ARTICLE I. - IN GENERAL

Sec. 27-1. Definitions.
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The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the meanings
ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a different meaning:

Chauffeur means a person who is operating a motorized vehicle for hire service.

Driver means the person who possesses a valid state driver's license and who propels or the
person who directs the actions of an animal which propels a nonmotorized vehicle.

Low-speed vehicle means any four-wheeled vehicle whose top speed is greater than 20 miles
per hour, but not greater than 25 miles per hour, which are only permitted to operate on streets
where the posted speed limit is 35 miles per hour or less, must be fully registered with the State
of Florida, and adhere to the requirements set forth in § 316.2122, Fla. Stat. (2025), when
operating on roadways.

Microtransit means a technology-enabled transportation service that uses multi-passenger
vehicles to provide on-demand transit services, in accordance with an approved written
agreement with the City, in designated service areas.

Nonmotorized vehicle means a vehicle used in a business for transporting passengers within
the city limits for compensation either through rates or voluntary compensation and which is
propelled by animal, er human power, or a combination of human power and an electric helper
motor.

Operator means the owner of a motorized or nonmotorized vehicle business.

Pedicab or rickshaw means a vehicle that has three or more wheels that is capable of
transporting passengers on seats attached to the vehicle and is propelled selely by human power,

or a combination of human power and an electric helper motor.

Permit means a license issued by the Transportation and Mobility Department and required
to operate a vehicle for hire service or a nonmotorized vehicle business on an approved route,
subject to compliance with the conditions set forth in this Chapter.
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Rental car with chauffeur means any passenger-type vehicle for hire that is rented with

chauffeur or driver for compensation, either through rates or voluntary compensation. by-the-hour
day—weekormeonth

Route means the streets and other rights-of-way upon which a vehicle for hire service is
permitted by the terms of the permit or an approved written agreement with the City.

Sightseeing vehicle means a vehicle for hire transporting passengers over the streets of the
City in accordance with a contract previously made between the owner or operator and the

passenger.

Tri-County area means Broward, Palm Beach, or Miami-Dade County, Florida.

Vehicle for Hire shall mean any motorized, or self-propelled vehicle engaged in the
transportation of persons within the city limits for compensation, either through rates or voluntary
compensation.

Voluntary Compensation means a tender of money provided in an amount determined by the
passenger, not the permittee or driver of the vehicle for hire service, in exchange for transportation
services.

Sec. 27-2. Penalties.

(@) Any person who operates a vehicle for hire in the City of Fort Lauderdale without a permit

issued pursuant to this Chapter commits a violation pursuant to Section 1-6 of the Code of
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Ordinances of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida and is subject to the penalties set forth
in Section 1-6.

(b) A violation of any provision of this Chapter may result in the suspension or revocation of
any permit issued pursuant to this Chapter.

Sec. 27-3. Enforcement.

The Director of the Transportation and Mobility Department shall be in direct control of the
enforcement of the provisions of this chapter and all ordinances relating to vehicles for hire, and
sightseeing operations. This authority shall not be construed in limitation or derogation of the
police authority, police departments, code enforcement officer, or inspectors therewith.

Sec. 27-4. Obedience to lawful orders.

It shall be unlawful for any person to willfully fail or refuse to comply with any lawful order
pertaining to this chapter issued by personnel authorized by the Director of the Transportation
and Mobility Department, any police officer, code enforcement officer, or other official as may be
designated in this chapter.

Sec. 27-5. Appeal of Suspension or revocation - Permits.

(@) An appeal of the suspension, revocation, or both of a permit must be initiated within ten (10)
days of the effective date of the suspension or revocation, or both, of a permit. An appeal
is initiated by the permit holder filing a written notice of appeal with the Director. The appeal
shall specify all reasons why the permit holder believes the permit should not have been
suspended or revoked, or both.

(b) Upon timely receipt of a written notice to appeal, the Director shall forward the appeal to the
City Manager, who shall set a meeting with the permit holder within ten (10) business days.

(c) At the meeting the City Manager may modify, grant or deny the suspension, revocation or
both and shall notify the permit holder via a reqgistered letter of the City Manager’s decision.
Should the permit holder seek an appeal from the City Manager’'s decision, the permit
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(e)

holder shall furnish notice of such request for appeal, to the City Clerk not later than ten
(10) days after receipt of the reqistered letter advising the permit holder of the suspension
or revocation, or both, of the permit.

Upon receipt of a request for appeal, the City Clerk shall thereupon fix the date and time
at which the City Commission shall hear the appeal. Upon setting the matter for hearing,
the City Clerk shall notify the permit holder of the date and time of such hearing. At the
conclusion of the hearing, the City Commission shall either sustain the decision of the City
Manager or direct the City Manager to reinstate the permit. The City Commission’s
decision shall be final subject to appeal to the appropriate court of competent jurisdiction,
according to the Florida Rules of Civil Procedure.

The filing of a notice of appeal shall not stay an order by the Director to revoke a permit until
final decision of the City Commission.

Sec. 27-6. Permits Issued Prior to January 1, 2026.

Permits issued by the City, prior to January 1, 2026, shall expire on September 30, 2026,

unless relinquished by the permit holder to the City, prior to such time. Such permit holders shall

be subject to the provisions as set forth in this Chapter.

Sec. 27-7. Application and permits; exception.

Except as provided in Sec. 27-46, any vehicle for hire service, including, but not limited to,

taxicabs, luxury vehicles, courtesy vehicles, or similar, which is duly licensed or permitted to

operate a vehicle for hire service by another county or municipality located in the State of Florida,

and has not had a license or permit to operate a vehicle for hire service suspended or revoked

within the immediately preceding five (5) years, is authorized to operate within city limits pursuant

to § 320.0603, Fla. Stat. (2024).

Secs. 27-8—27-25. Reserved.
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SECTION 2. That Articles Il. through VI. of Chapter 27 — Vehicles for Hire, of the Code of
Ordinances of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, are hereby repealed as follows:

ARTICLEH-TAXICABS
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SECTION 3. That Article Il. — Rental Cars With Chauffeurs and Sightseeing Vehicles, of
Chapter 27 — Vehicles for Hire of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida,
is created to provide as follows:

ARTICLE Il. RENTAL CARS WITH CHAUFFEURS AND SIGHTSEEING VEHICLES

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY

Sec. 27-26. Application of regulations to drivers.

It shall be unlawful for any driver of a rental car with chauffeur to direct, take, or transport,
or _offer or agree to take or transport, in such vehicle, any person to any place, structure, or
building, or to any other person, with knowledge or reasonable cause to believe that the purpose
of such directing, taking, or transporting is prostitution, lewdness, or assignation, as such terms
are defined in the Florida Statutes, or the possession, purchase or sale of controlled substances.

Sec. 27-27. Signs and markings on vehicles.

The operator of any rental car with chauffeur and/or sightseeing vehicle must display owner-
identification signs or business identification signs. :

compliance with the Code of Ordinances of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida and shall contain,
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at a minimum, the name of the business or operator, business phone number, and fare or rate
schedule.

Sec. 27-28. Operators to keep records of operation.

Every operator of a rental car with chauffeur and/or sightseeing vehicle shall keep accurate
records of receipts from operating and other expenses, capital expenditures and such other
operating information as may be required by the City. Every operator shall maintain the records
containing such information and other data required by this Chapter at a place readily accessible
for examination by the City or such person as may be designated by the City.

Sec. 27-29. Misleading advertising.

No operator of any rental car with chauffeur and/or sightseeing vehicle shall advertise or
solicit business in such a manner as to confuse the public either by imitating the name of any
competitor or indicating that the operator carries on a taxicab service.

Sec. 27-31. Solicitations.

It shall be unlawful for the operator of any rental car with chauffeur and/or sightseeing vehicle
to solicit business on the streets of the City at any taxicab stand or public transportation station,
such as, but not limited to, designated public transit or bus stops or bus stations. All rental cars
with chauffeur and/or sightseeing vehicles, when not actually hired, or in operation, shall be kept
at _the permanent storage location, as designated with the Transportation and Mobility
Department, in accordance with Sec 27-33.

Sec. 27-32. Rates.

The permit holder of a rental car with chauffeur and/or sightseeing vehicle shall make all rates
and fares ifiedH i jication—~

all times.
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Sec. 27-33. Storage.

When not in operation, all vehicles shall be stored at the permanent storage location as
indicated in the permit application. The Director of the Transportation and Mobility Department
shall be notified, in writing, of any changes in the permanent storage location of the vehicle.

Secs. 27-34—27-45. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. PERMITS

Sec. 27-46. Required.

It shall be unlawful for any person to engage in or carry on the business of operating rental
cars with chauffeurs and/or sightseeing vehicles within the City without first obtaining from the
City a permit and paying the permit fee and a local business tax required for the right to operate
each vehicle.

Sec. 27-47. Application; information to be shown; fee; procedure for issuing permits.

(@) The Transportation and Mobility Department shall not issue a permit for a rental car with
chauffeur or for a sightseeing vehicle until:

(1) The individual or entity seeking such permit and/or responsible for paying the business
tax files a permit application with the Transportation and Mobility Department; and

(2) The Transportation and Mobility Department reviews the application; and

(3) The Director of the Transportation and Mobility Department authorizes issuance of a
permit to the applicant.

(b) Any applicant desiring a permit shall submit an application to the Transportation and Mobility
Department, and shall provide the following information:
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The name and address of the applicant, and if the applicant is a business entity, the
names and addresses of the business entity.

The number of motor vehicles the applicant desires to operate, including proof of vehicle
reqistration and photographs of each vehicle.

A brief description of the type of transportation service proposed, including a map of the
proposed service area or route, if the transportation service is operating on a fixed route.

The rates and fares proposed to be charged.

The permanent location at which such vehicle(s) will be stored or parked when not in
use.

The identity of the owner or owners of such vehicle(s) if the applicant does not own such

vehicle(s).

A list of all drivers and copies of chauffeur reqgistration issued by Broward County, in
accordance with Chapter 22 %2 - Motor Carriers, of the Code of Broward County, Florida.

A comprehensive listing of any violations or complaints made against the applicant, or
against the present business entity, or against any former business entity that involved
any of the same corporate officers, directors, managers, or partners, as applicable,
regarding vehicle(s) for hire for incidents that occurred in the State of Florida.

Acknowledgments by the applicant of the following:

(a) That the applicant, or the officers, directors, partners or managers, if owned by a
business or corporate entity, and all drivers shall comply with all applicable city,
county, state, and federal laws, rules, ordinances and statutes, including, but not
limited to:
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(i) Parking, stopping, and standing in accordance with Chapter 26, Article IV of
the Code of Ordinances of the City of the Fort Lauderdale, Florida;

(ii)  The operation of radios or other mechanical or electronic soundmaking devices
or instruments in vehicles pursuant to § 316.3045, Fla. Stat. (2025);

iii All vehicle for hire operational requirements, such as signs and markings on
vehicles, and other provisions identified in Chapter 27 of the Code of
Ordinances of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida; and

(iv) All proposed rates and fares, including operating based on gratuity or voluntary

compensatlon prowded in this appllcatlon are to be upheld by the appllcant

(v) All vehicles for hire must visibly display a notification advising passengers that
seatbelts must be worn at all times, while the vehicle is in motion.

(vi) Drivers and passengers must adhere to all local and state traffic safety rules
and requirements including, but not limited to, the correct use of seatbelts,

obeying traffic signs, signals, and pavement markings, and other provisions as
required pursuant to Ch. 316, Fla. Stat. (2025) and Ch. 322, Fla. Stat. (2025).

All permits issued to operate as a vehicle for hire must be firmly affixed to each
vehicle operating under the approved application. Permits may not be modified,
transferred, sold or reassigned.

All required insurance policies must be maintained and kept in full force and effect
at_all times by the applicant and filed with the Transportation and Mobility
Department in accordance with Chapter 27 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of
Fort Lauderdale, Florida.
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(d) A valid City of Fort Lauderdale local business tax receipt must always be maintained
in full force and effect in accordance with Section 15-28 of the Code of Ordinances
of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

(e) A non-refundable application fee of one hundred fifty-one dollars ($151.00) shall
accompany each new application to operate a rental car with chauffeur or for a
sightseeing vehicle. The non-refundable application fee is in addition to the fee
required for each permit to operate a rental car with chauffeur or for a sightseeing
vehicle.

(f) After the application has been approved, but before a permit can be issued to
operate, the applicant must obtain a local business tax receipt in accordance with
Section 15-28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

Sec. 27-48. Insurance required.

(a)

(b)

Before a permit can be issued to any person or corporation to operate a rental car with
chauffeur and/or _sightseeing vehicle, the applicant for such permit shall submit to the
Transportation _and Mobility Department a certificate of insurance providing proof of
automobile liability insurance for each vehicle operated. All operators shall be required to
furnish and maintain the following insurance policies and coverages as such:

Business Automobile Liability

Coverage must be afforded for all Owned, Hired, Scheduled, and Non-Owned vehicles for
Bodily Injury and Property Damage in an amount not less than $1,000,000 combined single
limit each accident. If the operator does not own the vehicle, the operator shall maintain
coverage for Hired and Non-Owned Auto Liability, which may be satisfied by way of
endorsement to the Commercial General Liability policy or separate Business Auto Liability

policy.

Providing proof of and maintaining adequate insurance coverage are material obligations of
the operator. The operator shall provide the City a certificate of insurance evidencing such
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coverage. All insurance policies shall be through insurers authorized or eligible to write
policies in the State of Florida and possess an A.M. Best rating of B or better. The City shall
be included as an additional insured.

If the operator's primary insurance policy/policies do not meet the minimum requirements,
as set forth in this Ordinance, the operator may provide evidence of an Umbrella/Excess
insurance policy to comply with this requirement.

Any exclusion or provision in any insurance policy maintained by the operator that excludes
coverage required in this Ordinance shall be deemed unacceptable.

Such certificates shall be submitted to the City’s Transportation and Mobility Department,
and the insurance shall be kept in full force and effect by the applicant at all times. Failure to
file_a current certificate with the Transportation and Mobility Department or to keep the
insurance in full force and effect shall automatically cancel and void the permit(s) granted to
the rental car with chauffeur and/or sightseeing vehicle covered by such policy.

The City does not in_ any way represent that the types and amounts of insurance required
hereunder are sufficient or adequate to protect the operator’s interests or liabilities but are
merely minimum requirements established by the City's Risk Management Division. The City
reserves the right to require any other insurance coverages the City deems necessary
depending upon the risk of loss and exposure to liability. The insurance requirements shall
not be construed as imposing upon the City or any official or employee any liability or
responsibility for any damages or injuries to any person or property.

Sec. 27-49. Renewal of permit.

(a)

(b)

The permit holder may apply to renew a permit by submitting a new application as set forth
in the provisions of this Article.

A non-refundable application fee of one-hundred dollars ($100.00) shall accompany each
renewal application for a permit for rental cars with chauffeurs or sightseeing vehicles. This
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non-refundable fee is in addition to the tender of a business tax, as provided by Section
15-57.

Sec. 27-50. Sale, transfer or lease of permits.

It shall be unlawful for any permit holder to transfer, lease, or sell, any permit to operate a
rental car with a chauffeur or sightseeing business.

Sec. 27-51. Limitation on number of rental cars with chauffeurs or sightseeing permits:
procedure to increase limit.

No more than a combined maximum total of one hundred (100) permits shall be issued, in
any fiscal year, for the operation of rental cars with chauffeurs and sightseeing vehicles, as
vehicles for hire, in the City of Fort Lauderdale. The maximum number of permits may be
increased, upon request, by the City Commission and after a duly noticed public hearing is held
before the City Commission and upon adoption by resolution. Notice of such hearing shall be
published in a newspaper of general circulation in the city at least fourteen (14) days in advance,
and a copy shall be sent by certified mail to each permit holder by the City Clerk. All permit holders
and members of the public shall have the right to be heard and offer evidence pertinent to the
matter of increasing the capacity of vehicle for hire permits.

Secs. 27-52—27-63. Reserved.

SECTION 4. That Article Ill. — Nonmotorized Vehicles — For Hire, of Chapter 27 — Vehicles
for Hire of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, is created to provide
as follows:

ARTICLE lll. NONMOTORIZED VEHICLES — FOR HIRE

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY

Sec. 27-64. Permit.
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(a) A permit shall be issued by the Transportation and Mobility Department for each approved
nonmotorized vehicle. Such permit shall be, at all times during the period for which it is valid,
securely attached to a conspicuous place on each nonmotorized vehicle.

(b) A five-dollar ($5.00) fee shall be paid in advance for each permit issued. A fee of ten dollars
($10.00) shall be charged for any replacement permit.

Sec. 27-65. Prohibited conduct.

No operator or driver shall:

(1) Leave any animal-powered nonmotorized vehicle unattended at any time.

(2) Operate upon a route other than as permitted by the license.

(3) Permit a nonmotorized vehicle to be in motion while anyone is standing in it or while
anyone is sitting anywhere other than in the passenger seat thereof.

(4) Collect fares, make change or embark or debark passengers while the nhonmotorized
vehicle is in motion.

(5) Operate any nonmotorized vehicle in such a manner that would jeopardize the safety of
a passenger transported therein or of the general public.

(6) Operate a nonmotorized vehicle in such a way as to intentionally impede vehicular traffic
or create a hazardous situation.

(7) Park, stand or stop the nonmotorized vehicle in_ a manner which violates any City
ordinance or state law or disrupts the flow of vehicular traffic on public streets or in a
manner which may impede the flow of pedestrian traffic.

(8) Operate a nonmotorized vehicle in disregard of any traffic-control device.
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(9) Obstruct vehicular and pedestrian traffic by unnecessarily weaving or changing lanes of
travel.

(10) Operate, maneuver, incline, spin, tilt, tip, slope or position a human-powered
nonmotorized vehicle in any manner that would unnecessarily place a passenger in any
position other than seated upright.

(11) Operate a nonmotorized vehicle upon the sidewalk portion of a public right-of-way.

(12) Operate a nonmotorized vehicle in the wrong direction on a one-way street.

(13) Operate a nonmotorized vehicle in disregard of any applicable state traffic law.

Sec. 27-66. Signs and markings on vehicles.

The operator of any non-motorized vehicle for hire must display owner-identification signs
or business identification signs. All owner-identification or business identification signage shall be
in compliance with the Code of Ordinances of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida and shall
contain, at a minimum, the name of the business or operator, business phone number, and fare
or rate schedule.

Secs. 27-6667—27-76. Reserved.

DIVISION 2. PERMIT

Sec. 27-77. Required.

It is unlawful for any person to operate, cause to be operated or drive a nonmotorized vehicle
upon the public streets of the City without first having obtained a nonmotorized vehicle permit.
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Sec. 27-78. Application.

(@) The Transportation and Mobility Department shall not issue a permit, nor shall the
Department of Development Services issue a business tax receipt for a non-motorized
vehicle for hire service until:

M

(2)
(3)

The individual or entity seeking such permit and/or responsible for paying the business
tax files a permit application with the Transportation and Mobility Department; and

The Transportation and Mobility Department reviews the application; and

The Director of the Transportation and Mobility Department authorizes issuance of a
permit to the applicant.

Any applicant desiring a permit shall submit an application to the Transportation and Mobility

Department and shall provide the following information:

(1)

2)

3)

The name and address of the applicant, and if the applicant is a business entity, the
names and addresses of the business entity.

The number of vehicles the applicant desires to operate, including proof of vehicle
registration, photographs of each vehicle, and photographs and descriptions of the
animal to be used, if applicable. If animals are proposed to be used, a written statement
from a local veterinarian certifying that each animal is in good health and fit for
nonmotorized vehicle service is required. A similar statement shall be supplied to the
Department every six (6) months after permit issuance, certifying that each animal is fit
to continue service.

A brief description of the type of transportation service proposed, including a map of the
proposed service area or route, if the transportation service is operating on a fixed route,
as well as measures to be undertaken for the sanitary removal of animal waste from the
route.
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(4)

)

(6)

(7)

(8)

The rates and fares proposed to be charged.

The permanent location at which such vehicle(s) will be stored or parked when not in
use, including a full description of the arrangement made for the housing and care of all
animals to be used to propel nonmotorized vehicles.

The identity of the owner or owners of such vehicle(s) if the applicant does not own such

vehicle(s).

A list of all drivers and copies of chauffeur reqgistration issued by Broward County, in
accordance with Chapter 22 V2 of the Code of Broward County, Florida.

A comprehensive listing of any violations or complaints made against the applicant, or
against the present business entity, or against any former business entity that involved
any of the same corporate officers, directors, managers, or partners, as applicable,
regarding vehicle(s) for hire for incidents that occurred in the State of Florida.

Acknowledgments by the applicant of the following:

(a) That the applicant, or the officers, directors, partners or managers, if owned by a
business or corporate entity, and all drivers shall comply with all applicable city,
county, state, and federal laws, rules, ordinances and statutes, including, but not
limited to:

(i) Parking, stopping, and standing in accordance with Chapter 26, Article IV. of
the Code of Ordinances of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida;

(ii) The operation of radios or other mechanical or electronic soundmaking devices
or instruments in vehicles pursuant to § 316.3045, Fla. Stat. (2025);

i) All vehicle for hire operational requirements, such as inspection requirements,
signs and markings on vehicles, and other provisions identified in Chapter 27
of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida; and
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(iv) All proposed rates and fares, including operating based on gratuity or voluntary
compensation, provided in this application, are to be upheld by the applicant
during active operating hours. R ifi

(v) All vehicles for hire must visibly display a notification advising passengers that
seatbelts must be worn at all times, while the vehicle is in motion.

(vi) Drivers and passengers must adhere to all local and state traffic safety rules
and requirements including, but not limited to, the correct use of seatbelts,
obeying traffic signs, signals, and pavement markings, and other provisions as
required pursuant to Ch. 316, Fla. Stat. (2025) and Ch. 322, Fla. Stat. (2025).

All permits issued to operate as a vehicle for hire must be firmly affixed to each
vehicle operating under the approved application. Permits may not be modified,
transferred, sold or reassigned.

All required insurance policies must be maintained and kept in full force and effect
at_all times by the applicant and filed with the Transportation and Mobility
Department in accordance with Chapter 27 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of
Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

A valid City of Fort Lauderdale local business tax receipt must always be maintained
in full force and effect in accordance with Section 15-28 of the Code of Ordinances
of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

A non-refundable application fee of one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) shall
accompany each new application to operate a non-motorized vehicle for hire. The
non-refundable application fee is in addition to the fee required for each permit to
operate a non-motorized vehicle for hire.
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(10)

(11)

(f) After the application has been approved, but before a permit can be issued to

operate, the applicant must obtain a local business tax receipt in accordance with
Section 15-28 of the Code of Ordinances of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

The Transportation and Mobility Department shall send a copy of each completed
application to the City’s Police and Fire Departments and the Development Services
Department for review. Each department shall provide the Transportation and Mobility
Department with a written evaluation of the application, including proposed conditions
of approval, if applicable, based upon consideration of the following criteria:

(@) The size and intensity of the proposed operation and its effect upon vehicular
and pedestrian traffic flow over the proposed route and the impact, if any, upon
affected commercial areas, residential neighborhoods, or both.

(b) The existence of identical or similar operations which use or propose to use all
or part of the same route and the potential for adverse effect, if any, upon traffic
flow, affected commercial areas, residential neighborhoods, or any of them.

(c) If animals are to be used for propulsion, the adequacy of the operator's
arrangements for animal welfare and the measures for preservation of sanitary
conditions within the City.

(d) Any other public health, safety or welfare concern.

The Director of the Transportation and Mobility Department shall determine, based on
the written evaluations from other City Departments, whether the applicant’s proposed
operation may have any adverse effects or is or may be fundamentally incompatible
with the public health, safety or welfare. The evaluation shall specify the grounds for
such conclusion and whether the application should be rejected or approved with
conditions, whichever is applicable.

Sec. 27-79. Procedure for review by department.
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(a)

Upon receipt of the evaluations set forth in Section 27-78, by the Director of the
Transportation and Mobility Department, the Director shall recommend approval or denial of
the application.

The Director of the Transportation and Mobility Department shall either:

(1) Deny the application which, in such event, no application from the same operator shall
be accepted by the Transportation and Mobility Department for a minimum period of six
(6) months from the date of when the application was denied;

(2) Approve the application unconditionally and grant the operator a permit; or

(3) Approve the application subject to compliance with stated conditions. Such conditions
may include, but are not limited to, a restriction on the hours or days of operation, a
limitation on the number of nonmotorized vehicles which may be operated, a limitation
on the size and number of signs on each nonmotorized vehicle, a modification of the
proposed route and any other condition which is consistent with protection of the public
health, safety and welfare.

If approved, the Transportation and Mobility Department shall issue a non-transferable permit
to an approved operator. The permit shall be accompanied with a statement of all conditions
specified by Director of the Transportation and Mobility Department. The City reserves the
right to temporarily prohibit use of or otherwise modify any approved route whenever the
public interest or convenience so requires; provided, however, that the operator shall be
permitted to appeal any modification which will affect a route for more than fifteen (15) days,
as such appeal procedure is set forth in Section 27-5.

After the application has been approved, but before a permit can be issued to operate, the
applicant must obtain a local business tax receipt in accordance with Section 15-28 of the
Code of Ordinances of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

Sec. 27-80. Renewal.
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(@) The permit holder may apply to renew a permit by submitting a new application as set forth
in the provisions of this Article. All permits shall be issued on a first-come, first-serve basis.

(b) A filing fee of one hundred fifty dollars ($150.00) shall accompany each renewal application.
This non-refundable fee is in addition to the fee required for each permit to operate a non-
motorized vehicle for hire service, pursuant to Section 27-64(b).

(c) After the application has been approved, but before a permit can be issued to operate, the
applicant must obtain a local business tax receipt in accordance with Section 15-28 of the
Code of Ordinances of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida.

Sec. 27-81. Insurance.

(a) At all times the operator, at its expense shall be required to furnish and maintain the
following insurance policies and coverages with amounts of:

1.  Commercial General Liability

Coverage must be afforded under a Commercial General Liability policy with limits not less than:

o $1,000,000 each occurrence and $2.000,000 aggregate for Bodily Injury,
Property Damage, and Personal and Advertising Injury

. $1,000,000 each occurrence and $2,000,000 aggregate for Products and
Completed Operations

° $25,000 per person no-fault medical payment policy/coverage

Policy must include coverage for contractual liability, independent contractors, and operation of
non-motorized vehicles.

(b) Providing proof of and maintaining adequate insurance coverage are material
obligations of the operator. The operator shall provide the City’'s Transportation and
Mobility Department a certificate of insurance evidencing such coverage. All insurance
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()

policies shall be through insurers authorized or eligible to write policies in the State of
Florida and possess an A.M. Best rating of B or better. The City shall be included as an
additional insured.

If the operator's primary insurance policy/policies do not meet the minimum
requirements, as set forth in this Ordinance, the operator may provide evidence of an
Umbrella/Excess insurance policy to comply with this requirement.

Any exclusion or provision in any insurance policy maintained by the operator that
excludes coverage required in this Ordinance shall be deemed unacceptable.

The City does not in any way represent that the types and amounts of insurance required
hereunder are sufficient or adequate to protect the operator’s interests or liabilities but
are merely minimum requirements established by the City's Risk Management Division.
The City reserves the right to require any other insurance coverages the City deems
necessary depending upon the risk of loss and exposure of liability. The insurance
requirements shall not be construed as imposing upon the City or any official or
employee any liability or responsibility for any damages or injuries to any person or

property.

The operator shall also agree to indemnify and hold harmless the City for any damage
to person or property which might occur during or as a result of the operation of the non-
motorized vehicle for hire.

Sec. 27-82. Modification of permit conditions.

(a) After a minimum of six (6) months have passed from the date a permit was issued, an

operator may submit a written request for permission to modify the permitted operation. A

request for a new route or for use of two (2) or more additional vehicles shall be treated as

an initial permit application.

(b) The operator shall apply to the Transportation and Mobility Department by listing the specific

modifications requested. The Department shall submit the completed application for staff

review as prescribed in Section 27-78. Staff shall conduct an evaluation of the requested

modifications based upon the same criteria used for evaluating an initial license application.
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(c) The application and the evaluations shall be considered by the Director of the Transportation
and Mobility Department. The Director may approve all of the modifications, some of them or
disapprove them, subject to compliance with the notice and hearing procedures as prescribed
in Section 27-78.

(d) If the Director approves all or some of the requested modifications, the operator shall be
issued an amended permit by the Transportation and Mobility Department. If the Director
approves an increase in the number of nonmotorized vehicles, the Transportation and
Mobility Department shall issue the appropriate number of additional permits upon payment
of the applicable permit fee(s).

Sec. 27-83. Suspension and revocation.

(@) A permit may be suspended or revoked on any of the following grounds:

(1) Fraud or misrepresentation of a material statement contained in the license application.

(2) Failure by an operator to comply with any of the provisions of this article, conditions of
an approved application as set forth in Section 27-78, or both.

(3) Failure by a business/owner to comply with any of the provisions set forth in Section 27-
81.

(4) Conduct by an operator in connection with the permitted business in a manner which
creates a public nuisance or endangers the public health, safety or welfare or the health,
safety or welfare of any animal used in the business.

(5) The knowing and unnecessary impeding of the flow of vehicular or pedestrian traffic.

(b) When the Transportation and Mobility Department becomes aware of any reason which may
constitute grounds for suspension or revocation of a permit, the Director shall inform the
operator by written notice of the specific nature of the grounds.
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(c) An appeal of the suspension, revocation, or both of a permit is pursuant to Section 27-5.

(d) An operator whose permit has been revoked shall not be eligible to apply for reinstatement
of the permit a new permit for a period of three (3) years.

Sec. 27-84. Rates.

Secs. 27-845—27-249. Reserved.

Articles IV. — VI. Reserved.

SECTION 5. At the direction of the City Attorney, the publisher of the Code of Ordinances of
the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, is authorized to conform chapter, article, section, subsection,
and clause numbers and letters, and capitalization, set forth in the Code of Ordinances of the City
of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, and to correct any non-substantive scrivener's errors in the
codification of this Ordinance without the need for a public hearing.

SECTION 6. That if any clause, section or other part of this Ordinance shall be held invalid or
unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Ordinance shall not
be affected thereby, but shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 7. That all ordinances or part of ordinances in conflict herewith, be and the same
are hereby repealed to the extent of such conflict.

SECTION 8. That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect immediately upon its passage
on second reading.
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PASSED FIRST READING this 16th day of December, 2025.
PASSED SECOND READING this day of , 2026.

Mayor
DEAN J. TRANTALIS
ATTEST:

City Clerk
DAVID R. SOLOMAN
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