PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD MEETING MINUTES
DEVELOPMENT SERVICES DEPARTMENT

700 NW 19 AVENUE, FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33311

I o IO WEDNESDAY, MAY 20, 2026 — 6:00 P.M.

Board Members Attendance Present Absent
Patrick McTigue, Chair P 12 0
Brian Donaldson, Vice Chair P 11 1
Kevin Buckley A 10 2
Hector DelaTorres P 8 1
Whitney Dutton P 9 3
Steve Ganon P 11 1
Monty Lalwani P 4 1
Jacquelyn Scott P 10 2
Alexander Spence P 9 0

Staff

D’Wayne Spence, Deputy City Attorney

Scott Stone, Assistant City Attorney

Jim Hetzel, Urban Design and Planning Manager
Karlanne Devonish, Principal Urban Planner
Yvonne Redding, Urban Planner lli

Burt Ford, Chief Zoning Examiner

James Hollingsworth, Zoning Examiner
Mohammed Malik, Zoning Administrator

N. Day, Recording Clerk, Prototype, Inc.

Communication to City Commission

None.

. CALL TO ORDER / PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The meeting was called to order at 6:12 p.m. and the Pledge of Allegiance was recited.
Urban Design and Planning Manager Jim Hetzel introduced the City Staff members
present, and Chair McTigue introduced the Board members.

Il DETERMINATION OF QUORUM / APPROVAL OF MINUTES

Motion made by Vice Chair Donaldson, seconded by Ms. Scott, to approve. In a voice
vote, the motion passed unanimously.

IV.  AGENDA ITEMS
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In a roll call vote, the motion passed 8-0.

4. CASE: UDP-T26006
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REQUEST: * Amend City of Fort Lauderdale Unified Land Development
Regulations (ULDR) Section 47-6.10, List of Permitted and Conditional Uses,
Community Business (CB) District and Section 47-6.11, List of Permitted and
Conditional Uses, Boulevard Business (B-1) District to Permit Fortune Tellers,
Psychic Readers as an Accessory Use to Retail Use

APPLICANT: City of Fort Lauderdale

COMMISSION DISTRICT: City-Wide

CASE PLANNER: Karlanne Devonish, AICP

Principal Urban Planner Karlanne Devonish explained that this ltem proposes an
amendment to the City's Unified Land Development Regulations (ULDR) Section 47-
6.10, entitled “List of Permitted and Conditional Uses, Community Business or CB
District,” and Section 47-6.11, “List of Permitted and Conditional Uses, Boulevard
Business or B-1 District,” to permit fortune tellers/psychic readers as an accessory use
to retail use.

The proposed amendment would add fortune tellers and psychic readers as a permitted
use when accessory to a retail use within the CB and B-1 zoning districts. This
amendment follows a series of legal challenges involving the City dating back to 2005,
when the City was sued for denying a business tax receipt (BTR) to a fortune-telling
business in the B-1 zoning district. Similar challenges were settled in 2006 by allowing
the use as an accessory or ancillary component to a bookstore.

In 2025, a related lawsuit arose following the denial of a relocation request to a B-1
property for a fortune teller or psychic use, resulting in another settlement. The City
Commission has directed Staff to amend the ULDR to add fortune-telling and psychic
reading to the CB and B-1 zoning districts as accessory uses to retail use.

Mr. Ganon requested additional information on this Item. Deputy City Attorney D'Wayne
Spence explained that in 2024, a member of the original group of fortune tellers who
had sued the City filed another suit alleging that the City prohibited this use without
providing any justification to differentiate these businesses from other similarly situated
uses within Code. He recalled that when the original suits were settled, the City had
agreed to take a closer look at these uses and determine whether there were
circumstances that would not prohibit them.

Attorney Spence continued that the City had not examined the subject uses more
closely during the past 20 years. While the City had not further evaluated the uses,
there was no documented history of complaints associated with the uses where they
were previously located.

Attorney Spence concluded that the proposed Code amendment would not allow this
use as an outright use; it must be an accessory use to a retail use, such as a bookstore.

Mr. DelaTorres requested the reason for the original prohibition of the use in Code.
Attorney Spence replied that the City had not had a reason for the prohibition, and the
courts had indicated a reason was necessary. This particular use was a “carry-over”
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from the 1950s in terms of its prohibition and no documentation of the reason for the
prohibition was found.

Attorney Spence further clarified that this issue is not site-specific, but is instead zoning
district-specific. The proposed amendment suggests that the subject use not stand on
its own, as it would in the B-3 zoning district, but to be an accessory use to retail.

Motion made by Ms. Scott, seconded by Vice Chair Donaldson, to recommend
approval of Case Number UDP-T26006, and the Board hereby finds that the text
amendments to the ULDR are consistent with the Comprehensive Plan. In a roll call
vote, the motion passed 8-0.
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V. COMMUNICATION TO THE CITY COMMISSION

None.

VI. FOR THE GOOD OF THE CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE

There being no further business to come before the Board at this time, the meeting was
adjourned at 7:10 p.m.

Any written public comments made 48 hours prior to the meeting regarding items
discussed during the proceedings have been attached hereto.
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[Minutes prepared by K. McGuire, Prototype, Inc.]

Chair¢

Prototype
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