DRAFT
MEETING MINUTES
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE
MARINE ADVISORY BOARD
. FORT LAUDERDALE FIRE RESCUE DEPARTMENT
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 528 NW 2NP STREET, STATION #2
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33311
3RD FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM
THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2026 — 6:00 P.M.

Cumulative Attendance
May 2026-April 2027

Steve Witten, Chair
Ted Morley, Vice Chair
Norm Bekoff

Tyler Brunelle
Jeffrey Coburn
Courtney Day

Jason Dunbar
Katherine Fernandez
Robert Franks

John Lynch

Sam Mitchell

Dr. Bret Ribotsky
Bob Swindell
LaRhonda Ware
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As of this date, there are 14 appointed members to the Board, which means 8 would
constitute a quorum.

Staff

Andrew Cuba, Marine Facilities Manager

Edward Eason, Code Compliance Officer

Sergeant Travis O’Neal, Marine Unit

Eric Knowles, Fort Lauderdale Fire Rescue Battalion Chief
Captain Chad Robertson, Fort Lauderdale Fire Rescue
Scott Stone, Assistant City Attorney

Rickelle Williams, City Manager

N. Day, Recording Clerk, Prototype, Inc.

Communications to City Commission

None.

l. Call to Order / Roll Call
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VII. Dock Waiver — 1614 Brickell Drive / 1622 Brickell Drive, Inc. David Pain,
President

Jena Robbins, representing the Applicant, stated that the request is for a waiver of
limitations for a boat lift on the New River. She provided photos of the site, pointing out
that the Applicant has a 200 ft. concrete seawall and an existing 100 ft. x 8 ft. marginal
dock. A 53 ft. vessel is currently docked at the site.

The proposed boat lift is approximately 18.5 ft. wide and 59 ft. long. It will extend 27 ft. 8
in. into the waterway from the wet face of the seawall, with the final 2 ft. 8 in. extending
beyond the allowed limit. A survey shows that the property line extends into the water;
the lift would extend 11 ft. from this demarcation.

At the subject location, the New River extends between 215 ft. and 235 ft. from wet face
to wet face. The lift extends into 13% of the waterway's width. Marine structures are not
permitted to extend more than 25 ft. or 25% into the width of the waterway, whichever is
less when measured from the property line.

Ms. Robbins concluded that the proposed lift will not extend further into the waterway
than the vessel currently docked at the site. The boat has been there for a number of
years and has not presented a navigational hazard. The subject portion of the New
River is highly trafficked and the Applicant wants a boat lift to reduce the likelihood of
wake damage to his vessel.

Extraordinary circumstances include:
e Width of the waterway
e Enhancing the safety of the boat during severe weather events
e Minimal size of the requested extension, which is 2 ft. 8 in.
e Raising the boat from the water will allow sunlight to penetrate the area beneath
it at various points throughout the day, encouraging the growth of sea grass

Ms. Robbins reviewed other waivers granted to nearby locations, adding that the project
has received environmental approval from Broward County and state entities. The
Applicant has also received letters of support, which are included in the Board
members' backup materials.
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Mr. Cuba confirmed that no letters of objection were received, and all properties within
300 ft. of the site were provided with notice of the request.

Mr. Day advised that he felt the term “extraordinary circumstance” was not appropriate
to the Application. Ms. Robbins confirmed that extraordinary circumstances are
necessary for an application of this nature. Chair Witten suggested that a more
appropriate term may be “mitigating circumstances.”

Motion made by Dr. Ribotsky that we accept the proposal presented.

At this time Chair Witten opened the public hearing. With no individuals wishing to
speak at this time, the Chair closed the public hearing.

Mr. Lynch seconded the motion. In a roll call vote, the motion passed 12-0.
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