ORDINANCE NO. C-21-32

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY
OF FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA, AMENDING SECTION 47-
2.2 ENTITLED “MEASUREMENTS”, OF THE CITY OF FORT
LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA UNIFIED LAND DEVELOPMENT
REGULATIONS, TO CHANGE THE DEFINITION OF THE
TERM “GRADE”; PROVIDING FOR CONFLICTS AND REPEAL;
AND PROVIDING FOR AN EFFECTIVE DATE.

' WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida desires
to amend Section 47-2.2 entitled “Measurements” of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida Unified
Land Development Regulations (ULDR) to change the definition of the term “Grade”; and

WHEREAS, the Planning and Zoning Board, acting as the local planning agency,
at its meeting of August 18, 2021 (PZ Case No. UDP-T21008) reviewed the proposed text
amendments for consistency with the City of Fort Lauderdale Comprehensive Plan and
recommended the City Commission adopt the amendments to the ULDR; and

WHEREAS, notice was provided to the public that this ordinance would be
considered at the City Commission meeting to be held on Tuesday, October 5, 2021, and
Thursday, October 21, 2021, at 6:00 o’clock P.M., in the City Commission Room, City Hall, Fort
Lauderdale, Florida, and;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA:

SECTION 1.  The foregoing "WHEREAS" clauses are hereby ratified and confirmed as being
true and correct and are hereby made a specific part of this Ordinance.

SECTION 2.  Section 47-2.2 - Measurements, of the City of Fort Lauderdale ULDR is hereby
amended as follows:

Sec. 47-2.2 — Measurements.

G. Grade
1. When used te-measure-habitable-structures; in determining a measurement, grade shall

be the greater of:
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a. The natural elevation of the ground when compared to abutting properties. Natural
elevation of the ground when compared to abutting properties, shall be derived by
selecting a minimum of two (2) elevation points on each adjoining property line and
calculating the average of all the selected elevation points. This calculation will
determine the reference plane for calculating the height of habitable structures only;

b. The base flood elevation requirement for the lowest floor as shown on the flood
insurance rate map published by the Federal Emergency Management Agency
(FEMA);

c. Eighteen (18) inches above the FEMA base floor elevation requirement for the bottom
of the lowest horizontal structural member (LHSM) of the lowest floor;

d. Eighteen (18) inches above the State of Florida, Department of Environmental
Protection or its successor agency, minimum requirement for the bottom of the LHSM
of the lowest floor.

e. The Broward County one hundred-year flood elevation map.

For purposes of the definition of grade, the term floor shall be defined as the top of the
lowest inside surface of an enclosed area in a building, including the basement. For
example, the top of the slab in a concrete slab construction or the top of wood flooring in
wood frame construction. The term does not include an unfurnished or flood resistant
enclosure, usable solely for parking of vehicles, building access or storage in an area
other than a basement area.

2. When used to measure non-habitable accessory structures, grade shall be the finished

floor elevation of the principal structure. ground-surface-at-the-base-of-the-accessory

SECTION 3. CODIFICATION AND SCRIVENER'S ERRORS. The City intends that this
Ordinance will be made part of the Code of Ordinance; that sections of this Ordinance can be
re-numbered or re-lettered to accomplish codification and, regardless of whether this Ordinance
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is ever codified, the Ordinance can be re-numbered or re-lettered, and typographical errors that
do not affect the intent can be corrected with the authorization ofthe City Manager, or his designee,
without the need for a public hearing.

SECTION 4. That if any clause, section, or other part of this Ordinance shall be held invalid or
unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Ordinance shall not
be affected thereby, but shall remain in full force and effect.

SECTION 5. Thatall ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are hereby repealed
to the extent of such conflict.

SECTION 6. That this Ordinance shall be in full force and effect upon final passage.

PASSED FIRST READING this 5th day of October, 2021.
PASSED SECOND READING this 21st day of October, 2021.

DEAN XTFRANTALIS

ATTEST:

City Clerk
JEFFREY A. MODARELLI
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