June 25, 2021

VIA ELECTRONIC SUBMITTAL

Mayor Dean J. Trantalis

Vice Mayor Heather Moraitis
Commissioner Steven Glassman
Commissioner Robert L. McKinzie
Commissioner Ben Sorensen

City Manager Chris Lagerbloom
City Attorney Alain E. Boileau
City of Fort Lauderdale City Hall
100 North Andrews Avenue

Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301

RE: Amendment to Resolution 13-142

940"4INVHL001

Dear Mayor Trantalis, Vice Mayor Moraitis, Commissioners Glassman, McKinzie, and Sorensen, Mr.
Lagerbloom, and Mr. Boileau:

I represent DFW 18 LLC (“Developer”) of Raintree Riverwalk Residences (“R3”) (Case No. UDP-
S20018), proposed at 408 SW 4™ Avenue, Fort Lauderdale (the “Property”). On behalf of the Developer,
we are respectfully submitting this request to amend the location of the African Rain Tree (“Rain Tree”)
and bond amount established in Resolution No. 13-142, attached hereto as Exhibit “A”.

On August 20, 2013, the City Commission approved Resolution No. 13-142 which authorizes the removal
and relocation of the Rain Tree from its current location between SW 4™ Avenue and SW 5" Avenue to the
northeast corner of SW 3™ Avenue and SW 5" Street. Developer obtained the associated permit (Permit
No. LND-TREE-21030044), and as such the relocation of the Rain Tree is imminent.

However, as we have further studied the importance of the Riverwalk to the south side of the New River
and the City’s planned trails connecting to it, we believe the Rain Tree can be relocated to a significantly
more important location along the Riverwalk for the benefit and enjoyment of the residents and visitors of
Fort Lauderlade.

Alternative Raintree Location

The proposed alternative Rain Tree location associated with the revised R3 site plan is at the terminus of
SW 4" Avenue at the Riverwalk. As depicted in the presentation attached hereto as Exhibit “B”, the
alternative Rain Tree location will be a natural destination of the pedestrian traffic along SW 4™ Avenue
and will become one of the “beads” of the Riverwalk’s “main street” as described in the New Riverwalk
Masterplan. The Rain Tree will attract pedestrian, bicycle, and boat traffic along the south bank of the New
River, while becoming a focal point for retail, food and beverage, and entertainment for the neighborhood.
The Rain Tree will also have great visibility from the Historic District to the north, as well as the Esplanade
Park and Broward Center for the Performing Arts. It is proposed that the full extent of the root system will
be located within Developer’s Property and that it will be coordinated as required with any existing
underground utilities.
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Bond Reduction

Developer is requesting to reduce the bond associated with the five-year warranty period on the survival of
the Rain Tree from $1,000,000 to $250,000. The current size of the bond was in fact voluntarily offered by
the Developer, substantially exceeding the amount the City requires and not rationally tied to its tree
preservation purpose. The City’s Code of Ordinances and Unified Land Development Regulations already
provides for a policy mechanism in which the City enforces standards and regulations for tree preservation
and maintenance pursuant to Sec. 9.305, Sec. 47-21.15, and 47-21.16 to protect the Rain Tree. If Developer
is found by the City to not be in compliance with those minimum requirements, the Developer is in violation
and penalized accordingly through the City’s Code Enforcement Division. Additionally, the Developer has
contracted Paul Cox, ISA Certified Arborist, of Environmental Design, Inc. (“EDI”) for the relocation and
maintenance of the Rain Tree. Tree maintenance will be provided for five years, commencing at root prune
date. EDI has led the industry by successfully undertaking some of the highest profile transplanting and
preservation projects for the largest trees in the world.

Thank you in advance for your consideration. We look forward to discussing with your further.

Respectfully submitted,
/d / @%@/}émzmc j ;%/éméﬁr

Stephanie J. Toothaker, Esq.
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