
ITEM VI 
.MEMORANDUM NO. MF  21-12 

DATE:  May 19, 2021 

TO: Marine Advisory Board   

FROM: Andrew Cuba, Manager of Marine Facilities 

RE: June 3, 2021 MAB Meeting – Application - Dock Waiver of Distance Limitations – 
William H. Jr. & Vicki L. Schaefer / 1207 Seminole Drive 

Attached for your review is a revised application from William H. Jr. & Vicki L. Schaefer / 1207 
Seminole Drive (see Exhibit 1). 

APPLICATION AND BACKGROUND INFORMATION 

The applicant is requesting approval for the installation a 25’ long by 5’ wide wood finger pier 
(+/-125 sq. ft.) extending +/- 28.8’, and the installation of one (1) wood 12” mooring pile, extending 
+/- 48.8’ from the property line. The proposed distances (of this single slip configuration) for the 
dock and piling extending into Seminole Lake are shown in the survey in Exhibit 1 and summarized 
in Table 1 below: 

TABLE 1 
PROPOSED 

STRUCTURES 
STRUCTURES 

DISTANCE 
FROM 

PROPERTY 
LINE 

PERMITTED 
DISTANCE 
WITHOUT 
WAIVER 

DISTANCE REQUIRING 
A WAIVER 

Finger Pier 28.8’ 25’ 3.8’ 
Mooring Pile 48.8’ 25’ 23.8’ 

At the May 6th, 2021 MAB meeting, this applicant proposed a two slip configuration with a finger pier 
and piling extending a maximum distance of +/- 53.5’ from the property line.  The MAB and neighbors 
expressed concerns specific to anticipated ingress and egress impacts to neighboring properties’ 
docks due to the proposed configuration, resulting in this revised submission.      

The City’s Unified Land and Development Regulations (UDLR), Section 47-19.3.C and D, limits the 
maximum distance of finger piers to 25’ or 25%, whichever is less,  and mooring piles to 25’  or 30%, 
whichever is less, from the property line.   Section 47.19.3.E authorizes the City Commission to waive 
this limitation based on a finding of extraordinary circumstances. The Summary Description specifies 
the following justifications for the waiver request: 

1. Extraordinary width at project site from wet face to wet face (+/- 335’) would not impede
navigation.
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2. The proposed structures are necessary to safely moor resident’s vessels, especially during 
high wind events/severe weather.  

3. The angle of the applicant’s property lines do not provide adequate length along the existing 
dock to moor the applicant’s vessels parallel within vessel side yard setbacks.  

 
 
PROPERTY LOCATION AND ZONING 
 
The property is located within the Beach Way Heights RS-4.4 Residential Single Family Low/Medium    
Density Zoning District.  It is situated along Seminole Lake.      
 
TIDAL CONDITIONS 
 
The Summary Description makes mention to the incoming tidal waters (flood) moving to the south 
and the outgoing waters (ebb) moving to the north.   
 
DOCK PLAN AND BOATING SAFETY 
 
Marine Facilities office records reflect that there have been at least twelve (12) waivers of distance 
limitation approved by the City Commission since 1979.  Table 2 represents the maximum distances 
of mooring piers/pilings:   
 

TABLE 2 
DATE ADDRESS MAXIMUM DISTANCE 
1979 1280 Seminole Drive 42’ 
1980 1224 Seminole Drive 40’ 
1984 1224 Seminole Drive 51’ 
1985 1240 Seminole Drive 46’ 
1990 2701 East Sunrise Blvd 487.4’ 
1990 2800 Yacht Club Blvd 120’ 
1994 1256 Seminole Drive 33’ 
1995 1272 Seminole Drive 40’ 
2009 1256 Seminole Drive 58’ 
2009 1224 Seminole Drive 50’ 
2011 1200 Seminole Drive 50’ 
2013 1100/1120 Seminole Drive 54.7’ 
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The proposed dock structures are being applied for concurrently with the Broward County 
Environmental and Growth Management Department (EPGMD), Florida Department of Environmental 
Protection (FDEP), and US Army Corp of Engineers (USACE).  
 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS  
 
Should the Marine Advisory Board consider approval of the application, the resolution under 
consideration for approval by the City Commission should include at least the following: 
 
1. The applicant is required to comply with all applicable building and zoning regulations as well 

as any other Federal and State laws and permitting requirements including the Broward 
County Environmental Protection and Growth Management Department, the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protection and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. 

2. As a general condition of approval and in order to review for final consistency with construction 
of facilities in accord with this application and City building permits the applicant is required to 
provide the City’s Supervisor of Marine Facilities with copies of “As Built” drawings from a 
certified and licensed contractor. 
 

 
 
AC 
Attachment 
 
cc: Enrique Sanchez,  Deputy Director of Parks and Recreation 
 Jon Luscomb, Supervisor of Marine Facilities 
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1207 SEMINOLE DRIVE 
APPLICATION FOR WATERWAY WAIVER 
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SUMMARY DESCRIPTION 
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Summary Description 
1207 Seminole Drive 

TCG Project No. 21-0005 
 

 
The project site is located along Seminole Lake at 1207 Seminole Drive, in Section 36, 
Township 49, Range 42, in the City of Fort Lauderdale, Broward County, Florida 
The property is located along Seminole Lake, which is a tidal water. The nearest direct 
connection to the Atlantic Ocean is approximately 3.5 miles to the south at the Port 
Everglades Inlet. As the project site is located along the Seminole Lake, the incoming 
tidal waters (flood) at the site move to the south and the outgoing waters (ebb) move to 
the north. 
 
The project site consists of an existing ±55 ln. ft. coral rock wall with a footer, and a 
±549 sq. ft. wood marginal dock. The project was previously presented to the Marine 
Advisory Board on May 6th, 2021, in which the proposed project consisted of the 
installation of a 25’x4’ wood finger pier (±100 sq. ft.) extending 33.0’ from the property 
line and the installation of one (1) wood 12-inch mooring pile extending 53.5’ from the 
property line. The proposed project has since been revised to include the removal of 
160 sq. ft. of existing wood dock, the installation of a 25’x5’ wood finger pier (±125 sq. 
ft.) extending 28.8’ from the property line and the installation of one (1) wood 12-inch 
mooring pile extending 48.8’ from the property line. As measured from the existing 
wetface and property line, the proposed finger pier and mooring pile encroach more 
than 25’ from the wetface and property line into the Seminole Lake. As these distances 
are over the allowable 25’ distance into the waterway from the property line, the 
proposed finger pier and mooring pile will require a variance waiver. 
 
The proposed structures are being applied for concurrently with the Broward County 
Environmental Protection & Growth Management Department, Florida Department of 
Environmental Protection, and US Army Corps of Engineers.  
 
The following four (4) matters provide justification for this waiver request: 
 

1. All structures and piles will not exceed 30% of the width of the waterway. 
 

2. Due to the extraordinary width of the waterway at this location from wetface to 
wetface (±335’), the proposed project will not impede navigation within the 
Seminole Lake. 
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3. The proposed structures are necessary for safely mooring resident’s vessels, 
especially during high wind events and severe weather. 

 
4. The angle of the applicant’s property lines do not provide adequate length 

along the existing dock to moor the applicant’s vessels parallel with the 
existing dock while also adhering to side yard setback for mooring of vessels 
(Section 47-19.3 (H)). 

 
 
If this waiver is approved, the applicant will comply with all necessary construction 
requirements stated in Section 47-19.3 (C)(D)(E). 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

STRUCTURE  PROPOSED 
STRUCTURES 

STRUCTURE 
DISTANCE 

FROM 
PROPERTY 

LINE 

PERMITTED 
DISTANCE 
WITHOUT 
WAIVER 

DISTANCE 
REQUIRING 
A WAIVER 

A Finger pier 28.8’ 25’ 3.8’ 

B Mooring pile 48.8’ 25’ 23.8’ 
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EXHIBIT III 

WARRANTY DEED 
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EXHIBIT IV 
ORIGINAL SURVEY 
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EXHIBIT V 

ZONING AERIAL 
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SITE PHOTOGRAPHS 
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1. Southern portion of the subject site, facing north along Seminole Lake. 

 
 

 
2. Northern portion of the subject site, facing south along Seminole Lake.  
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EXHIBIT VII 
PROJECT PLANS 
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EXHIBIT IX 
EXISTING WAIVERS IN THE VICINTY 
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EXISTING WAIVERS IN THE VICINITY 

 

 

ADDRESS MAXIMUM DISTANCE 
1280 Seminole Drive 42’ 
1224 Seminole Drive 50’ 
1240 Seminole Drive 46’ 
2701 E Sunrise Blvd 487.4’ 

2800 Yacht Club Blvd 120’ 
1256 Seminole Drive 58’ 
1272 Seminole Drive 40’ 
1200 Seminole Drive 50’ 

1100/1120 Seminole Drive 54.7’ 
1180 N Federal Highway 54.7’ 

Subject Site 48.8’ 
 

SUBJECT SITE 

1180 N Federal Highway 

1100/1120 Seminole Drive 

1280 Seminole Drive 

1224 Seminole Drive 
1240 Seminole Drive 

2701 E Sunrise Blvd 

2800 Yacht Club Blvd 

1272 Seminole Drive 

1200 Seminole Drive 

1256 Seminole Drive 
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EXHIBIT X 
LETTERS OF SUPPORT 
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LETTERS OF SUPPORT 
 

 
 

ADDRESS OWNER 
1215 Seminole Drive Brian Keenan 

 
 
 
 

 

SUBJECT SITE 1215 Seminole Drive 
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