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Right-of-Way Vacation Narrative 
Portion of NE 8th Street 

Holman Automotive, Inc. (“Applicant”) is seeking to vacate a 40 foot wide right-of-
way (“Right-of-Way”) consisting of a portion of NE 8th Street in the City of Fort 
Lauderdale (“City”).  The Right-of-Way has been fenced off on both ends since 1987 
and therefore has not been utilized for public purposes for over 30 years. The Right-of-
Way abuts two properties owned by Applicant (between Folio 4942 3407 1500 and 
4942 34 06 2620). The Right-of-Way is identified as right-of-way on the Broward County 
Property appraiser’s website. The Right-of-Way was created by the Progresso Plat, 
recorded in Plat Book 2, Page 18 of the Public Records of Miami-Dade County, Florida.  

The Right-of-Way is subject to that certain Encroachment Agreement recorded in 
Official Records Book 12963, Page 490 of the Public Records of Broward County, 
Florida entered into between the City and Applicant (note: Applicant’s corporate name 
was Fort Lauderdale Lincoln Mercury, Inc. at that time) pursuant to which Applicant was 
given the right to utilize the Right-of-Way for paving, landscaping, and fencing for 
parking lot purposes. The City does not utilize the Right-of-Way except for utilities as 
described in more detail below.  Additionally, Applicant’s traffic engineer noted safety 
concerns if the Right-of-Way was to be opened for regular vehicular traffic as it will 
create a dangerous intersection.   

The vacation criteria set out by the City pursuant to 47-24.6(4) of the ULDR are 
satisfied as follows:  

1. The right-of-way or other public place is no longer needed for public
purposes;

As stated above, the Right-of-Way has been fenced off since 1987 and therefore 
has not been utilized for a public purpose for over 30 years. Vacating the Right-of-
Way will actually serve a public purpose as Applicant is simultaneously proposing to 
dedicate a replacement non-exclusive easement for utilities, a pedestrian walkway, 
and for emergency vehicle access.  Moreover, Applicant’s traffic engineer noted 
safety concerns if the Right-of-Way was to be opened for regular vehicular traffic as 
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it will create a dangerous intersection.  The Institute of Transportation Engineers 
(ITE) recommends intersecting angles to be at least 70 degrees or greater.  
Anything less than 70 degrees is considered unsafe.   NE 8th Avenue and Progresso 
Drive currently intersect at approximately 45 degrees.  Additionally, since NE 8th 
Street has been closed for over 30 years, vacating this area of NE 8th Street will not 
change current traffic patterns. 

2. Alternate routes if needed are available which do not cause adverse
impacts to surrounding areas; and

Alternate routes are not required as the Right-of-Way has been fenced off since 
1987 and is not used for any public purpose. The main access is Progresso Drive 
which allows access to NE 1st Avenue (on the west of the Property) and access is 
allowed to NE 2nd Avenue (east side of property). The vacation of the Right-of-Way 
does not change the aforementioned access. From the standpoint of the benefit of 
the community as a whole, the request to vacate the Abandoned Easement does not 
have any adverse impacts as the Applicant will be providing a replacement 
easement that will continue a regular and harmonious system for pedestrian and 
emergency vehicular circulation in the area.  

3. The closure of a right-of-way provides safe areas for vehicles to turn
around and exit the area; and

On the east side of the Property, there is a 15 foot alley to provide turn around 
access.  As explained herein, the Right-of-Way is already closed off and has been 
closed off for many years. As such, the vacation will not impact the safety for 
vehicles to turn around and exit the area. 

4. The closure of a right-of-way shall not adversely impact pedestrian traffic;
and

Granting of the vacation of the Right-of-Way and simultaneous dedication of an 
easement will reopen the vacation area to pedestrian traffic and continue to keep it 
closed to regular vehicular traffic thereby adhering to the safety concerns as stated 
above by Applicant’s traffic engineer.    

5. All utilities located within the right-of-way or other public place have been
or will be relocated pursuant to a relocation plan; and the owner of the
utility facilities has consented to the vacation; or a utilities easement has
been retained over the right-of-way area or portion thereof; or an easement
in a different location has been provided for the utility facilities by the
owner to the satisfaction of the city; or any combination of same and
utilities maintenance shall not be disrupted.

As part of the proposed Right-of-Way vacation, the utilities located within the 
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vacation area that are held by the City will remain in their existing location and a new 
easement will be provided for the utilities to continue their operation and 
maintenance.  All affected utility franchises have provided letters of no objection to 
the vacation request subject to receiving the required easements from the Applicant.  

Sanitary Sewer: 

Per agreement with City Public Works, it is the intent to leave the existing sanitary 
sewer within the vacated right of way of NE 8th Street.  This sewer pipe provides service 
to the properties located on NE 2nd Avenue south of Sunrise Boulevard to NE 8th Street 
and east to NE 1st Avenue and beyond. It is the intent to leave the existing sanitary 
sewer within the vacated right of way of NE 8th Street and dedicate a utility easement 
over it.   

Drainage System: 

In connection with future development, it is the intent to replace the existing drainage 
pipe within the vacated NE 8th Street right of way, as the existing pipe is decades old.  
This drainage pipe is within the easement to be dedicated.  

FPL and Comcast Lines: 

Overhead Florida Power and Light electric lines and poles are located on the north side 
of NE 8th Avenue.  It is the intent to relocate the existing utilities with future 
development. FPL has agreed to remove their existing facilities and vacate the existing 
easement. A complete set of plans will be provided prior to construction as required by 
FPL.  See attached letter from FPL.  Comcast utilities are collocated with the FPL lines 
and will continue to be collated on the new FPL poles. 

AT&T: 

AT&T utilities are not located within the Right-of-Way under consideration for vacation. 

TECO Gas: 

Teco utilities are not located within the Right-of-Way under consideration for vacation. 

Potable Water Lines: 

Potable water lines are not located within the Right-of-Way under consideration for 
vacation. 
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Grant Besing, P.E. 
Winningham & Fradley, Inc. 
111 NE 44th Street, 
Oakland Park, Florida 33334 

Subject: Proposed Right-of-Way Vacation for Portion of NE 8th Street (DRC Case No. V19008) 

Dear Mr. Besing, 

This letter is in response to your request of a letter of No Objection regarding the proposed Right-of-Way 
vacation described as follows: 

A portion of NE 8th Street 40-ft Right-of-Way as dedicated by “Progresso” according to the plat thereof as 
recorded in Plat Book 2 at Page 18 of the Public Records of Dade County, Florida, described as follows: 

Beginning at the Southwest corner of Block 257 of said plat run South 02°34’17” West, 40.00 feet to an 
intersection with the southerly Right-of-Way line of said NE 8th Street; thence run South 87°23’38” East 
along the southerly Right-of-Way line of said NE 8th Street, 127.50 feet’ thence run North 02°34’17” East, 
40.00 feet to an intersection with the northerly Right-of-Way line of said NE 8th Street; thence run North 
87°23’38” West (basis of bearings on an assumed meridian) along the northerly Right-of-Way line of said 
NE 8th Street, 127.50 feet to the point of beginning.  

Said lands situate, lying, and being in the City of Fort Lauderdale, Broward County, Florida. 

Based on review of the documents provided and our assessment of City of Fort Lauderdale (City) records, 
it appears there are City facilities located within the Right-of-Way. The City has no objection to the 
proposed vacation of the Right-of-Way described above provided that the vacation is conditioned upon 
either the dedication of appropriate utility easements back to the City for any utilities that are to remain or 
the relocation, removal, or proper abandonment of the existing utilities found to be in conflict. Any relocation, 
removal, or abandonment of the existing utilities must be conducted with consulation with City staff, with 
approved engineering plans, at the developer’s expense, and the relocated, removed, or abandoned utilities 
would be required to be inspected and accepted by the Department of Sustainable Development.  

Should you have any questions or require any additional information, please contact me at (954) 828-6126. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas Lawrence, P.E. 
Project Manager II 
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