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From: Jim Pancallo <Pancallo@lagomar.com> 
Sent: Friday, March 1, 2019 5:51 PM
To: Angela Sabina <AngelaS@fortlauderdale.gov>; Tim McGovern
 <TMcGovern@fortlauderdale.gov>
Cc: Ina Lee <ina@travelhostftl.com>
Subject: Walk of Fame Nominee - Walter Banks

Hello Angela and Tim,

See attached. I believe Walter Banks is well deserving of being inducted into the Walk of
 Fame. His contribution and dedication to make Ft. Lauderdale a better place for our
 community and tourism alike for over 50 years makes him a person we all should thank.

Thank you for your consideration. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to
 contact me.

Regards,
Jim

James L. Pancallo
General Manager
Lago Mar Beach Resort & Club
1700 South Ocean Lane
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316
Direct 954-245-3640
Main 954-523-6511
www.lagomar.com
Pancallo@lagomar.com

Become a Fan of Lago Mar on Facebook
P Please consider the environment before printing this email
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Walter L. Banks 




Date of Birth:  

May 30, 1943


Place of Birth: 

Newport News, Virginia


Education:

       University of Miami, Finance Major; Cornell University, Summer Course in Hotel Administration


Professional Experience


Lago Mar Beach Resort and Club: President, 1965 to Present  


Lago Mar Resort is a four diamond hotel facility located on 10 acres of beachfront in 

Fort Lauderdale with 204 units consisting of 156 suites and 48 hotel rooms.  Most of the physical facility has been rebuilt over the past 15 years to include 250,000 total building square footage.


Lago Mar Country Club: Owner, 1970-80


Developed the 160 acre 18 hole golf course, tennis and clubhouse facilities in 1970.  Sold the property to the membership in 1980.


Walter Banks Development Companies



1976:

Developed 50 acres of residential property, creating 100 single family units



1980s:

Developed two condominiums near the Lago Mar Country Club



1985: 

Developed condominium property on the ocean next to Lago Mar 





Resort and Club


Commercial Development Property



1985-88:
40,000 sq. ft. distribution facility, Pompano Beach





10,000 sq. ft. office building, Fort Lauderdale





36,000 sq. ft. office building, Fort Lauderdale





60,000 sq. ft. office building, Fort Lauderdale


Present Community Activities


Broward Workshop; Past Chairman, Board Member (1995-Present)


Holy Cross Hospital; Past Chairman Board of Trustee (1992-2005) Past Member,






 Finance Committee (Present)

Nova S.E. University; Board of Trustees (2017-Present)

Past Community Activities


Holy Cross Hospital; 
Chairman of Board of Trustees, Chairman of Personnel Committee, 





Executive Committee Member


Intercontinental Bank; Board Member


Broward County Advisory Board of NCNB of Florida; Chairman


Broward County Air & Water Pollution Control Board; Chairman, Member


Broward Transportation Coordinating Council; Chairman – appointed by the Governor 


Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce; Vice President


Broward County Food & Protection Advisory Board; Chairman


Gulfstream Bank, Inc.; Board of Directors, Executive Committee


1990 Florida Conference on Small Business Concerns; Delegate – Legislative appointment

Executive Association of Ft. Lauderdale, Past President

Florida Hotel & Motel Association; Past Chairman, Board Member (1970-2005)


Federal Reserve Banks of Atlanta, Miami Branch; Past Board Member


Northern Trust Bank of Florida; Board of Directors (2000-October 2006)


Pine Crest School; Board of Trustees, Past Chairman of the Board


Florida Tourism Commission; Past Vice Chairman

Visit Florida; Past Chairman, Board Member


Awards


Nova Southeastern Entrepreneur Hall of Fame Award 2006

Junior Achievement Award 2005

South Florida Business Journal 2005 Diamond Award

Florida’s Hotelier of the Year 2003, given by the Florida Hotel and Motel Association, 2003

Award of Appreciation, Greater Than Ever Fort Lauderdale Convention and Visitors Bureau, 2002

Walter Banks Appreciation Day Proclamation, Board of County Commissioners, 2002

Distinguished Graduate Award, Pine Crest School, 1992


Excalibur Award, 1992


Business Award for Tourism, Fort Lauderdale Chamber of Commerce, 1992


Pine Crest Athletic Hall of Fame, 1987


Top Management Award from Sales & Marketing Executives, 1982
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2019 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form

The City established the Walk of Fame in 2010 at the inaugural Great American Beach Party to pay 
tribute to the legendary Connie Francis on the 50th Anniversary of “Where the Boys Are,” the 1960 film 
which made Fort Lauderdale an overnight sensation and a “must see” destination for visitors. 

Walk of Fame Honorees are recognized for distinguishing themselves in their respective fields, while 
making lifelong, positive contributions to the City of Fort Lauderdale. As part of the awards program, each 
honoree receives a commemorative marble paver that is placed in the Walk of Fame to memorialize 
their outstanding accomplishments. The Fort Lauderdale Walk of Fame is located on the beach along 
the east side of A1A at Las Olas Boulevard. 

Walk of Fame Honorees are announced at the Great American Beach Party, which annually takes place 
on the Saturday of Memorial Day Weekend. 

If you would like to submit a nomination for the 2019 Great American Beach Party Walk of Fame, please 
complete the information below. Please feel free to attach additional sheets or submit your responses 
via email to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. The deadline for the 2019 Great American Beach Party 
Walk of Fame nomination is Friday, March 22. 

Name: 

Address: 

City, State, Zip Code: 

Home Phone: 	 Office: 	 Cell: 

Email: 
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2019 Walk of Fame Honoree Nomination Form – Page 2/2

1. Please describe the nominee’s accomplishments or contributions to the community. Examples include 
civic responsibility, financial contributions, volunteer service, projects accomplished, or other categories.

2. Why is the nominee deserving of this award? 

3. Please provide a brief biography, resume or any other background information about the nominee 
including contact information. 

Submitted by:  

Background material such as nominee biography, resume, media copy, etc. is highly recommended.
 
All nominations must be received by Friday, March 22, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. Submissions may be mailed to:  
Tim McGovern, City of Fort Lauderdale, Parks and Recreation Department, 1150 G. Harold Martin Drive, 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33304. Forms may also be emailed to tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. Nominations 
and background materials submitted after Friday, March 22, 2019 at 5:00 p.m. will not be accepted. 
If you have any questions, please call 954-828-4340 or email tmcgovern@fortlauderdale.gov. 
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	Text Field 1: Levi Henry, Jr.
	Text Field 2: c/o The Westside Gazette Newspaper
	Text Field 3: 545 N.W. 7th Terrace, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33311
	Text Field 4: 
	Text Field 5: 954-525-1489
	Text Field 6: 
	Text Field 7: wgazette@thewestsidegazette.com
	Button 4: 
	Button 5: 
	Text Field 8: During his early years in Ft Lauderdale, while working at WRBD which was the black radio station in the city, and working as a police officer for the City of Fort Lauderdale for one year, Levi Henry, Jr. witnessed the economic and social disparities between the two communities and was quick to speak out challenging the controlling powers of the time for equality. He insisted the black community be treated with respect.  On one occasion when Levi was misquoted in the local white newspaper, he demanded a retraction and was refused. Realizing that his community needed a voice that would speak truth to power and speak it accurately, Levi combined his sales and reporting experience he developed from working at the radio station with his wife Yvonne's writing and editorial skills and founded the The Westside Gazette newspaper in 1971.  His mission for the paper was to be a vehicle for positive change, to empower and give a voice to the African American community, and accurately highlight and report the positive accomplishments of his community. The Westside Gazette would be A Positive Paper for Positive People.   The Westside Gazette would be the first Black newspaper in Broward County and continues to serve the community some 48 years since its inception informing the community and speaking truth to power.  The newspaper operates today under the guidance of Levi's  son Bobby Henry as editor, and his daughters Dorenda, Pam, Sonia, and Caramlyn.  Several of his grandchildren also work at the newspaper. His newspaper serves as a shining legacy of self determination and empowerment.  
	Text Field 9: Levi Henry, Jr is deserving of the City's Walk of Fame award because of his determination and tenacity to make our city a better place for all, and for creating a multi-generational newspaper that gave a voice to a voiceless community and continues to do so today. Throughout his life, Levi Henry has been a servant for his community. He lives his life with an understanding that from its humble beginnings he has been blessed by God and, as such, to whom much is given much is required. 

In addition to using his newspaper to bring about positive change for the entire City of Fort Lauderdale, Levi worked tirelessly as a member of many community service organizations including but not limited to serving as a member of the local NAACP (he is a lifetime member), as a member of the Broward County Schools Performance Improvement Program, a member of Omega Psi Phi Fraternity, Inc., and as a Community Action Team member. 
	Text Field 10: Levi Henry, Jr. was born in Nichols, SC in 1932 and most of his childhood was spent working in the farm and lumber communities of the Carolinas with his parents and siblings.  In 1951, Levi joined the U.S. Army.  He served his country for 3 years and received an honorable discharge in 1953.  When Levi Henry, Jr. arrived in Broward County in 1956, he was appalled by the disparities he saw between the black and white communities of Ft Lauderdale.  From the time he arrived until he retired and relocated to North Carolina Levi fought to bring about positive change and equality for all people in Ft Lauderdale and the greater area of Broward County. 
	Text Field 11: Sonya Burrows, 954-605-8307, bec1552@bellsouth.net


