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December 3, 2019City Commission Regular Meeting Meeting Minutes

CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Trantalis called the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m.

Invocation

Luke Harrigan, Chaplain Fort Lauderdale Police Department

Pledge of Allegiance

Mayor Trantalis

ROLL CALL

Commissioner Heather Moraitis, Commissioner Steven Glassman, 

Vice Mayor Robert L. McKinzie, Commissioner Ben Sorensen and 

Mayor Dean J. Trantalis

Present: 5 - 

QUORUM ESTABLISHED

Also Present: City Manager Chris Lagerbloom, City Clerk Jeffrey A. 

Modarelli, City Attorney Alain E. Boileau, City Auditor John Herbst and 

Sergeant at Arms Luan Malushi

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Mayor Trantalis announced the following Agenda modifications:

M-1 - Removed from Agenda; and

R-5 - Revision - Legal description on Page 2, Section 2 has been 

amended.

Approval of MINUTES and Agenda

19-1209 Meeting Minutes for November 5, 2019 Commission Regular Meeting 

and November 19, 2019 Commission Legislative Delegation 

Workshop - (Commission Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4)

Commissioner Glassman noted the need for a correction to the 

November 3, 2019 Commission Regular Meeting Minutes.  

Commissioner Sorensen made a motion to approve this item as 

amended and was seconded by Commissioner Moraitis.

APPROVED AS AMENDED - Approved Agenda ONLY
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Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

PRESENTATIONS

PRES-

1

19-1153 NW Second Avenue Tank Restoration - Sherwin-Williams Impact 

Award - (Commission Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4)

Michael Bentkjaer, Sales Director - Sherwin-Williams, announced the 

City is the First Place Winner of the Sherwin-Williams Impact Award 

(Award) for restoration efforts associated with the NW Second Avenue 

Elevated Water Storage Tank Project (Project).  He explained public 

safety and environmental aspects of the Award, addressing wastewater 

recycling.  Mayor Trantalis accepted the award on behalf of the City, 

thanking Mr. Bentkjaer and all who contributed to the Project. 

PRESENTED

PRES-

2

19-1177 Proclamation declaring December 3, 2019 as Rick Case Bikes for 

Kids Day in the City of Fort Lauderdale - (Commission Districts 1, 2, 

3 and 4)

Commissioner Glassman requested Rita and Rick Case join him at the 

podium.  He presented a Proclamation declaring December 3, 2019 as 

the 38th Rick Case Bikes for Kids (Program) Day in the City of Fort 

Lauderdale, reading the Proclamation in its entirety.  Rita Case 

discussed the Program, expounding on details and thanking the 

community for its continued involvement.  Rita and Rick Case accepted 

the Proclamation, thanking Mayor Trantalis and the Commission.   

PRESENTED

PRES-

3

19-1205 Proclamation declaring December 3, 2019 as AMIkids Greater Fort 

Lauderdale 50th Anniversary Day in the City of Fort Lauderdale - 

(Commission Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4)

Commissioner Sorensen presented a Proclamation declaring December 

3, 2019 as AMIkids Greater Fort Lauderdale 50th Anniversary Day in the 

City of Fort Lauderdale, reading the Proclamation its entirety and 

emphasizing the early efforts of Judge Frank Orlando.  The Proclamation 

was accepted by Felix Collazo, Executive Director of AMIkids Greater 

Fort Lauderdale, Judge Frank Orlando and Dr. Richard Forum, AMIkids 

Board of Trustees member.  Judge Orlando thanked Mayor Trantalis and 

the Commission, commenting on AMIkids Program (Program) 

contributors, its history and related details.  Executive Director Felix 

Collazo thanked Mayor Trantalis and the Commission, expounding on 

Program efforts and the opportunities it provides to at-risk youth.  He 

commented on the importance of local business community involvement, 
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inviting them to visit their facility and participate.  Dr. Richard Forum 

thanked Mayor Trantalis and the Commission for its recognition, 

concurring with the previous comments of Judge Orlando and Mr. 

Collazo.

PRESENTED

PRES-

4

19-1154 Presentation - Donation to Susan G. Komen Miami/Fort Lauderdale 

Foundation - Proceeds from Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport's "Fly 

Pink" Raffle for a Cure - (Commission Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4)

Rufus James, Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport Manager, gave a brief 

overview of the Fort Lauderdale Executive Airport's "Fly Pink" Raffle for a 

Cure Campaign (Campaign), thanking City Staff, Airport Staff and the 

sponsors for their contributions.  Mr. James introduced a short video 

illustrating Campaign efforts.  

Commissioner Moraitis presented a check representing the proceeds of 

the Campaign to Sherri Martens-Curtis, Executive Director of the Susan 

G. Komen Miami/Fort Lauderdale Foundation.  Ms. Martens-Curtis

thanked everyone involved for their efforts and generosity, expounding on

the opportunities these funds would provide.

PRESENTED

PRES-

5

19-1077 Recognition - Engineering Services Division Employee Omar 

Castellon - 2019 Government Engineer of the Year Award - Florida 

Engineering Society - (Commission Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4)

Jennifer Smith, American Society of Civil Engineers, presented Omar 

Castellon, Chief Engineer, Department of Public Works, with the Florida 

Engineering Society's 2019 Government Engineer of the Year Award 

(Award).  She expounded on the work, accomplishments and 

responsibilities of Mr. Castellon.  

Chief Engineer Castellon accepted the Award, thanking Ms. Smith and 

the American Society of Civil Engineers.  He also thanked Mayor 

Trantalis, the Commission and members of his Staff.  Mayor Trantalis 

thanked Mr. Castellon for his work and dedication.

PRESENTED

CONSENT AGENDA PUBLIC COMMENT

Mayor Trantalis announced the following Consent Agenda items were 

pulled by members of the Commission for separate discussion: 

Commissioner Moraitis - CM-10;
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Vice Mayor McKinzie - CM-6; and

Commissioner Glassman - CR-1, CR-3, CP-1. CP-2 and CP-4.

There were no members of the public wishing to speak on other Consent 

Agenda items.

CONSENT AGENDA

CONSENT MOTION

Approval of the Consent Agenda

Commissioner Moraitis made a motion to approve the remaining 

Consent Agenda items and was seconded by Commissioner Sorensen.

Approve the Consent Agenda

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

CM-1 19-1128 Motion Approving an Event Agreement with March for Marsh, Inc. for 

March for Marsh Benefit Walk - (Commission District 2)

APPROVED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

CM-2 19-1127 Motion Approving Event Agreements and Related Road Closures: 

Sailboat Bend Block Party/Broker’s Open, 33rd Street Super Fest, 

MMRF Team for Cures 5K Walk/Run and Holiday in Sistrunk (5th 

Annual) - (Commission Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4)

APPROVED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

CM-3 19-1186 Motion Approving Lease Amendment with Walnut Street Capital, LLC 

for Property Located 521 NE 4 Avenue - (Commission District 2)

APPROVED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

CM-4 19-1132 Motion Approving a Dockage Facility Usage Agreement with 

Winterfest, Inc. for the 2019 Winterfest Boat Parade - (Commission 

Districts 2 and 4)
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APPROVED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

CM-5 19-1073 Motion Accepting FY2019 Florida Department of Transportation 

Grant - $45,360 - (Commission Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4)

APPROVED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

CM-6 19-1161 Motion Approving One-Year Agreement with the School Board of 

Broward County, Florida for School Resource Officer Program - 

(Commission Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4)

Vice Mayor McKinzie reflected on previous Commission discussions 

regarding School Resource Officer (SRO) funding at all City schools. He 

requested Police Chief Rick Maglione clarify and update the 

Commission regarding recent SRO staffing negotiations with the 

Broward County School Board (School Board).  Chief Maglione gave an 

overview of contract negotiations, explaining related contract details.   All 

County municipalities will need to individually approve the negotiated 

contract.  The School Board initially requested a three-year agreement, 
but negotiations resulted in a one-year agreement.  

In response to Mayor Trantalis’ question, Chief Maglione confirmed the 

cost contributed by the School Board for each SRO position is 

approximately $54,000, expounding on related details, including the 

incorporation of specific items into the contract to maximize school 

safety and the utilization of Police Officers.  Chief Maglione explained 

the increase to ten (10) Police Officer overtime SRO positions was due 

to the addition of two new schools, Seagull and Sheridan. 

Vice Mayor McKinzie discussed the School Board's responsibility, as 

mandated by the State of Florida (State), to fund SRO staffing at all 

schools.  Further comment and discussion ensued.  

In response to Mayor Trantalis' question, Chief Maglione confirmed the 

total cost for each SRO is approximately $150,000, and the School 

Board funds approximately $54,000.  Further discussion ensued on 

details related to SRO and Police Officer staffing at schools.  

Vice Mayor McKinzie expounded on his perspective regarding future 

pursuit of equitable negotiations with the School Board.  Mayor Trantalis 
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noted the recent increase in the School Board millage rate and related 

discussions with a School Board member.

In response to Commissioner Sorensen’s question, Chief Maglione 

confirmed the State mandates that the School Board is responsible for 

all SRO funding in each school, expounding on specific details.  Further 

comments ensued.  Chief Maglione explained details related to SRO 

staffing, School Board funding and reimbursement to the City for Police 

Officer overtime.  

Chief Maglione confirmed a large number of Broward County 

municipalities agree with the Commission that the School Board is 

responsible for funding all SRO costs.  Further discussion ensued.  The 

large financial burden to the City is due to being the biggest municipality 

in the County.  Mayor Trantalis confirmed the need to protect students 

and continue future negotiations with the School Board.

Vice Mayor McKinzie made a motion to approve this item and was 

seconded by Commissioner Glassman.

APPROVED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

CM-7 19-1107 Motion Authorizing Execution of a Revocable License with New River 

III, LLC for a Temporary Right-of-Way Closure on SW 5th Street, 

SW 1st Avenue, and 14-foot Alley, in Association with the New River 

Yacht Club III Development Located at 416 SW 1st Avenue - 

(Commission District 4)

APPROVED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

CM-8 19-1134 Motion Authorizing Execution of 1) A Revocable License Agreement 

between BR ArchCo Flagler Village, LLC, Broward County and the 

City of Fort Lauderdale for the Installation and Maintenance of 

Improvements on North Andrews Avenue in Association with the 

“ArchCo Metropolitan” Project Located at 500 North Andrews 

Avenue; and 2) An Agreement Ancillary to Revocable License 

Agreement, Between BR ArchCo Flagler Village, LLC and the City of 

Fort Lauderdale - (Commission District 2)

APPROVED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 
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CM-9 19-1135 Motion Authorizing Execution of 1) A Revocable License Agreement 

between Elevate One River LLC, Broward County and the City of Fort 

Lauderdale for the Installation and Maintenance of Improvements on 

South Andrews Avenue in Association with the “Elevate One River” 

Project Located at 4 West Las Olas Boulevard; and 2) An Agreement 

Ancillary to Revocable License Agreement, Between Elevate One 

River LLC and the City of Fort Lauderdale - (Commission District 4)

APPROVED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

CM-10 19-1155 Motion Authorizing Execution of the First Amendment to a Revocable 

License with 1031 Seminole Drive, LLC, for Temporary Right-of-Way 

Closures on Seminole Drive and NE 11th Street Associated with the 

Belmont Village Project Located at 1031 Seminole Drive - 

(Commission District 1)

Commissioner Moraitis requested clarification on this item.  Staff 

explained that following the expiration of the Maintenance of Traffic 

(MOT) Revocable License, the impacted road would remain open with 

two-way traffic, allowing access to the neighborhood adjacent to 

Sunrise Boulevard.  The seven (7) parking spaces along Seminole 

Drive are being relocated to NE 11th Street, on the north side of the 

project.  

Commissioner Moraitis made a motion to approve this item and was 

seconded by Vice Mayor McKinzie.

APPROVED
Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

CONSENT RESOLUTION

CR-1 19-1095 Resolution Approving the Consolidated Budget Amendment to Fiscal 

Year 2020 - Appropriation - (Commission Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4)

In response to Commissioner Glassman's question regarding item "H", 

City Manager Chris Lagerbloom explained the location of speed humps 

would be determined by the Department of Sustainable Development 

and the Department of Transportation and Mobility Staff.  The Ordinance 

was updated to allow for administrative discretion.  City Manager 

Lagerbloom requested feedback from each District reflecting community 

input.  Commissioner Glassman requested City Manager Lagerbloom 

keep the Commission informed.
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In response to Commissioner Glassman's question regarding item "J", 

City Manager Lagerbloom clarified details of this item.  The issuance of 

debt was anticipated when the initial seven neighborhood adaptation 

areas (Seven Neighborhoods) were identified and the City began its 

ongoing Stormwater Rate Study (Study).  The plan is to go forward with a 

hybrid method utilizing trips and square footage. The new hybrid-rate 

structure needs to be validated and adopted.  This will be followed by a 

bond issuance to begin infrastructure construction work in the Seven 

Neighborhoods.  

City Manager Lagerbloom confirmed immediate infrastructure 

stormwater needs. The current rate structure would support $70,000,000 

in infrastructure construction work.  A previously approved Resolution 

would allow for work done now to be reimbursed from future stormwater 

bonds.  A line of credit request would be brought before the Commission 

to allow the stormwater work to begin. 

The next $200,000,000 traunch of infrastructure bond funding planned for 

2021 would fund an additional $130,000,000.  The $70,000,000 portion 

of the $200,000,000 infrastructure bond funding would be used to 

reimburse the City.  City Manager Lagerbloom noted the need for 

Commission direction and the need for expediency to address 

infrastructure needs.

In response to Commissioner Glassman's question regarding a Plan "B" 

should current plans to implement the anticipated hybrid-rate study not 

move forward, City Manager Lagerbloom reconfirmed that the current 

rate structure would support $70,000,000 in debt, commenting on related 

details.  

Commissioner Glassman commented on the current condition of the 

Seven Neighborhoods.  City Manager Lagerbloom clarified the current 

conditions of the Seven Neighborhoods, noting the lack of adequate 

stormwater infrastructure.  Staff ranked neighborhoods by those in most 

need, citing examples and commenting on details.

Commissioner Glassman recommended having a Neighbor Water and 

Stormwater Workshop to inform residents about future plans, expounding 

on details.  Further comment ensued on this topic.   

In response to Commissioner Glassman's question regarding item "N" 

and the Lake Ridge Signage, Laura Reece, Budget Manager, explained 

that the Neighborhood Community Investment Program (NCIP) and the 

Business Community Investment Program (BCIP) are being phased out.  

Maintenance is being done in lieu of adding new items.  Ms. Reece 
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expounded on related details, explaining this Budget Amendment item 

addresses Commission approval to put funds back in place that were 

previously removed.  In response to Commissioner Glassman's question, 

she confirmed there is no threat to the projects.

Mayor Trantalis recognized Craig Fisher, 200 South Birch Road.  Mr. 

Fisher confirmed his support of addressing infrastructure efforts and 

keeping neighbors informed.  He requested information regarding 

addressing stormwater needs in the Isles neighborhood.  

Vice Mayor McKinzie discussed past and ongoing efforts towards 

addressing all water and stormwater infrastructure needs.  City Manager 

Lagerbloom reiterated his earlier comments regarding infrastructure 

funding and prioritizing those neighborhoods in most need. The 

$70,000,000 will be used to address the Seven Neighborhoods that 

consist of the River Oaks, Edgewood, Durrs, Dorsey-River Bend, 

Southeast Isles, Progresso and Victoria Park neighborhoods.  Work is 

anticipated to begin in late spring or early summer.

Vice Mayor McKinzie introduced this Resolution which was read by title 

only.

ADOPTED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

CR-2 19-1174 Resolution Ratifying a Collective Bargaining Agreement with the 

Federation of Public Employees, a Division of National Federation of 

Public and Private Employees, AFL-CIO, effective December 3, 2019 

through September 30, 2022 - (Commission Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4)

ADOPTED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

CR-3 19-0894 Resolution Authorizing the City Manager to Execute a Community 

Aesthetic Feature Agreement Approving the Painting of a Mural Art 

Project on the Westin Hotel Pedestrian Bridge Located at 321 N. Fort 

Lauderdale Beach Boulevard and Authorizing the City Manager to 

Execute an Assumption of Liability and Hold Harmless Agreement 

with DiamondRock FL Owner, LLC - (Commission District 2)

In response to Commissioner Glassman's question regarding the "Hold 

Harmless" Clause in this agreement transferring to future owners of the 

hotel, City Attorney Alain Boileau explained it is dependent upon how the  

transfer would occur, citing examples.  He confirmed there is money in 
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escrow to remove the mural should something unforeseen occur.

Mayor Trantalis recognized Art Seitz, 1905 N. Atlantic Boulevard.  Mr. 

Seitz commented on his support of this item and art in public places, 

expounding on related examples and opportunities.  Further comment 

ensued on the water tower in District II.

Commissioner Glassman introduced this Resolution which was read by 

title only.

ADOPTED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

CONSENT PURCHASE

CP-1 19-0960 Motion Approving Contract for Purchase and Installation of Four 

Lifeguard Towers - Bausch Enterprised, Inc. - $183,730 - 

(Commission Districts 2 and 4)

Commissioner Glassman recommended having a public art component 

to these types of items, expounding on details.  City Manager 

Lagerbloom concurred, confirming Staff would return to the Commission 

with recommendations.  Vice Mayor McKinzie noted the need for a 

Commission consensus.  Further comment ensued.

Commissioner Glassman made a motion to approve this item and was 

seconded by Vice Mayor McKinzie.

APPROVED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

CP-2 19-1004 Motion Approving Change Order No. 5 for A-13 Sewer Redirection - 

East of Federal Highway Project - C & W Pipeline, Inc. - $90,600 - 

(Commission Districts 2 and 4)

In response to Commissioner Glassman's question, City Manager 

Lagerbloom provided an update on this item.  The timeline for the A-13 

Pump Station Project (Project) located near the Kinney Tunnel was 

delayed due to sub-grade conditions.  

Chief Engineer Omar Castellon explained that a watermain in need of 

replacement was found while working on the Project, noting related 

permitting delays. The entire Project is estimated to be completed in 

mid-December 2019.  Vice Mayor McKinzie commented on delays 

experienced in District III due to similar circumstances requiring repair or 
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replacement of sub-grade items.

Commissioner Glassman made a motion to approve this item and was 

seconded by Vice Mayor McKinzie.

APPROVED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

CP-3 19-1143 Motion Approving a Contract for George English Park Boat Ramp 

Renovation Project - Sagaris Corp. - $991,945 - (Commission 

District 1)

APPROVED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

CP-4 19-1199 Motion Approving Increase in Funds to Contract for Stormwater 

Master Plan Modeling and Design Implementation Continuing 

Contract -Hazen and Sawyer, P.C. - $6,700,000 - (Commission 

District 4)

In response to Commissioner Glassman's question, City Manager 

Lagerbloom confirmed Staff would provide periodic, ongoing reports on 

how this project is progressing.  Commissioner Glassman requested this 

be done for all water and infrastructure projects.

In response to Mayor Trantalis, City Manager Lagerbloom explained 

efforts related to keeping the community informed on infrastructure 

projects via communications.  Further comment and discussion ensued.

Mayor Trantalis recognized Craig Fisher, 200 South Birch Road.  Mr. 

Fisher commented on his concerns with a fifteen-year contract 

commitment.  Mayor Trantalis noted the long timeline necessary to 

address infrastructure needs.  Further comment ensued.  City Attorney 

Boileau said the duration of the contract is subject to various items, 

including annual appropriations and termination for convenience options 

built into the contract, commenting on related details.  

Commissioner Sorensen made a motion to approve this item and was 

seconded by Vice Mayor McKinzie.

APPROVED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

MOTIONS
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M-1 19-1191 Motion Approving Rent Abatement for Riverfront Cruise and 

Anticipation Yacht Charters, LLC for Dockage Agreement - 

(Commission District 4)

REMOVED FROM AGENDA

M-2 19-1133 Motion Approving an Application for a Temporary Beach License and 

Outdoor Event Agreement and Road Closures with AIDS Healthcare 

Foundation Disease Management of Florida, Inc. for Florida AIDS 

Walk & Music Festival  - (Commission District 2)

Vice Mayor McKinzie made a motion to approve this item and was 

seconded by Commissioner Glassman.

APPROVED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

M-3 19-1148 Motion Authorizing Execution of an Amendment to the Declaration 

Regarding a Maintenance Obligation which will Subordinate the City’s 

Declaration to a New Housing and Urban Development (HUD)

-Insured Mortgage Loan Against the Developer’s Property Where the 

Declaration Addresses Special Improvements within the Adjacent 

Public Right-of-Way for NE 4th Avenue and NE 7th Street in 

Association with the Village Place Development Approval - 

(Commission District 2)

Commissioner Glassman made a motion to approve this item and was 

seconded by Commissioner Sorensen.

APPROVED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

M-4 19-1160 Consideration of a Cost of Living Adjustment for the General 

Employees Retirement System in the Estimated Amount of 

$3,347,751 - (Commission Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4)

Mayor Trantalis recognized Eve Bazer, 3020 NE 32nd Avenue.  Ms. 

Bazer spoke in support of a Cost of Living Adjustment (COLA) for 

General Employees Retirement System (GERS) recipients.  She noted 

that GERS had met two of the three required criterion.  The third criterion 

is a unanimous vote of the Commission.  An increase in the form of an 

additional check (13th Check) to GERS recipients requires a super 

majority vote by the Commission.  Should a 13th Check be approved by 

the Commission, Ms. Bazer requested it be disbursed in a tiered manner 
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as noted in the backup to this item, expounding on related details.  She 

thanked the Commission for its consideration.

In response to Mayor Trantalis' request, City Attorney Boileau explained 

concerns with the 13th Check option related to the current Ordinance and 

the source of funding, expounding on details related to the General Fund.  

In response to Mayor Trantalis' question, City Manager Lagerbloom said 

monies from the General Fund had not been set aside should the 

Commission approve a 13th Check for the GERS retirees, explaining 

related details.  Further comment ensued.

In response to Mayor Trantalis' question, City Auditor Herbst commented 

on his previous support of having restraints and mechanisms built into the 

current Ordinance, noting they were built into the related Pension Bond 

Covenant.  He expounded on details related to funding pension plans 

and pension bond liabilities.  Further comment and discussion ensued.  

City Auditor Herbst explained options before the Commission, noting 

there are two mechanisms to fund a COLA request:  

· Funding a COLA from the GERS Pension fund would require a 

super majority vote of the Commission and the corresponding 

unfunded liability would be paid off over time; or 

· Funding from outside of the GERS Pension Fund (from the 

General Fund or Reserve Balance) would require a unanimous 

vote by the Commission.  

Further comment and discussion ensued.  City Auditor Herbst explained 

details regarding bond company ratings.  

Mayor Trantalis commented on the ability to fund a COLA.  City Auditor 

Herbst noted the need to consider equity with regard to other pension 

plans and economic consequences.

In response to Commissioner Glassman's question regarding excess 

GERS funds being absorbed, City Attorney Boileau noted it is governed 

by Florida Statute and impacts contributions.  City Auditor Herbst 

explained details regarding actuarial assumptions and calculations 

regarding contributions, expounding on details.  

Commissioner Glassman commented on his perspective, noting that 

GERS has met the threshold.  City Auditor Herbst said pension 
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obligation bonds had to be initiated to meet obligations to make the 

GERS whole, expounding on details.  Further comment and discussion 

ensued.  

Commissioner Glassman commented on his perspective, including the 

need for Staff input regarding how to provide the requested COLA, 

noting that amortizing the cost of a COLA over time would have a lesser 

impact.  Further comment and discussion ensued.  City Auditor Herbst 

discussed the cost of interest should this option be pursued.  

In response to Commissioner Glassman's question,  City Auditor Herbst 

explained details regarding automatic COLAs within pension plans and 

ad hoc COLAs, expounding on details and citing examples.  Mandatory 

COLAs for retirees are funded during employment.  An ad hoc COLA is 

at the discretion of the Commission.   

In response to Commissioner Glassman's question regarding the 

position of GERS, City Attorney Boileau said that the concept of a COLA 

is permissible, explaining related details and noting concerns related to 

excess funds that have been absorbed. 

Mayor Trantalis recognized Darlene Pfeiffer, 5938 Park Walk Circle, and 

former GERS Pension Board Member.  Ms. Pfeiffer confirmed the 

necessary criteria had been met, noting previous COLA denials and 

contributions of former employees.

City Manager Lagerbloom clarified excess pension funds were absorbed 

back into the GERS Trust Fund to reduce future liability.  

In response to Commissioner Sorensen's question, Ms. Pfeiffer said 

GERS employees were not involved in collective bargaining, noting the 

six percent (6%) contributions made by employees.  Further comment 

and discussion ensued.  

City Auditor Herbst explained details regarding the impact of union 

collective bargaining units and the impact on a subset of GERS 

employees, citing examples and explaining related details.  Further 

comment and discussion ensued.  Commissioner Sorensen noted that 

the union collective bargaining units have the ability to address a GERS 

COLA.

Mayor Trantalis recognized Hattie Brinson, 23328 SW 58th Avenue.  Ms. 

Brinson thanked Mayor Trantalis and the Commission for its 

consideration of this COLA request.  She noted the pension amounts 

received by GERS recipients have remained the same over the past 
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eighteen (18) years, expounding on related details.

Mayor Trantalis recognized Nick Schiess, GERS Pension Administrator.  

In response to Commissioner Glassman's question, Mr. Schiess 

explained his perspective regarding this COLA request.  There needs to 

be a decision regarding the amount to fund.  The excess GERS reserve 

has been used to offset employer contributions and has already been 

realized.  The amount of a COLA taken from the GERS would need to be 

reimbursed.  

In response to Mayor Trantalis' question, Mr. Schiess confirmed that the 

money earned in the GERS cannot be used to reduce the pension 

obligation bond, expounding on details.

Mayor Trantalis discussed the timing of this request, noting the need to 

address it prior to the beginning of a fiscal year.  Further comment and 

discussion ensued on the process regarding COLA requests.  

Commissioner Glassman noted his support of this item and endorsed 

consideration of a GERS COLA request in Fiscal Year 2021. 

In response to Commissioner Moraitis' question, Mayor Trantalis said it 

is a one-time request.  Commissioner Moraitis noted that should the 

criteria be met annually, a COLA could be requested again.

In response to Commissioner Moraitis' question regarding the Florida 

Retirement System (FRS), City Auditor Herbst confirmed a change to the 

FRS, stating there is no longer an automatic COLA included and noting 

related details.  Further comment and discussion ensued on 

comparisons of the FRS and the City's pension plan.

Mr. Schiess explained details of funding this COLA request, stating that 

funding from the GERS Plan would need to be paid back as a lump sum 

or amortized over five (5) years at 7.2 percent.  Further comment and 

discussion ensued.

There being no one else wishing to speak on this item, Commissioner 

Sorensen made a motion to close the public hearing which was 

seconded by Commissioner Glassman.  Roll call showed:  AYES:  

Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen, and Mayor Trantalis.  NAYS:  None.

In response to Commissioner Sorensen's question, City Manager 

Lagerbloom acknowledged the validity of City Auditor Herbst's earlier 

comments regarding other retiree groups requesting a COLA in the 
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future.  Commissioner Sorensen noted the need for fairness towards all 

retiree groups.   Further comment and discussion ensued.  

Commissioner Glassman commented on his perspective in support of a 

COLA increase for GERS retirees.  

Mayor Trantalis commented on his perspective regarding the entire 

benefits and compensation package for municipal employees as 

compared to the private sector, expounding on details.  Further comment 

and discussion ensued on COLA calculations based on the Consumer 

Price Index, costs and the process.

Commissioner Glassman made a motion to move forward with a COLA 

for GERS retirees contingent upon an actuarial study, identification of 

funding sources and the appropriation of funds.

Motion Died for Lack of Second - Motion to Move forward with COLA 

contingent upon an actuarial study and appropriation of funds

City Manager Lagerbloom explained the need for clear Commission 

direction prior to expending Staff resources and funding to determine 

exact GERS funding details.  Further comment and discussion ensued 

regarding the vehicle to provide a one-time COLA increase and the 

future performance of the GERS Fund meeting the required threshold 

criteria.  The Commission requested greater fidelity around financial 

details including funding options.  Mayor Trantalis said should the 

Commission decide to move forward with a GERS COLA, it could be 

addressed in the Fiscal Year 2021 Budget.  

NEIGHBOR PRESENTATIONS

NP-1 19-1208 Boyd Corbin - Drinking Water from Fiveash - (Commission Districts 

1, 2, 3 and 4)

Mayor Trantalis recognized Boyd Corbin, 12 NE 12th Street.  Mr. Corbin 

gave a neighbor presentation on the quality of drinking water from the 

Fiveash Water Treatment Plant (Fiveash), explaining related details, 

citing examples and making recommendations.  He commented on his 

participation at a recent Infrastructure Task Force Committee Meeting, 

expounding on details.

RECEIVED

RESOLUTIONS
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R-1 19-1187 Appointment of Board and Committee Members - (Commission 

Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4)

City Clerk Jeffrey Modarelli read into the record the names of the Board 

and Committee nominees for appointment and/or reappointment at the 

December 17, 2019 Commission Regular Meeting.

City Clerk Modarelli read into the record the names of Board and 

Committee appointments and/or reappointments for Agenda item R-1.

A copy of the list of Board and Committee appointees and terms is 

attached to these minutes.

Vice Mayor McKinzie introduced this Resolution which was read by title 

only.

ADOPTED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

R-2 19-1063 Resolution Approving an Interlocal Agreement (ILA) to Extend the 

Duration of the Beach Area of the Community Redevelopment 

Agency (CRA) on a Non-Tax Increment Finance (TIF) Basis for up to 

Three Years to Allow for the Completion of CRA-Funded Beach Area 

Projects - (Commission District 2)

Commissioner Glassman introduced this Resolution which was read by 

title only.

ADOPTED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

R-3 19-1105 Resolution Authorizing the City of Fort Lauderdale to Enter into a 

Broward County Redevelopment Program Interlocal Agreement - NE 

4th Avenue Complete Street Project - (Commission District 2)

Commissioner Glassman introduced this Resolution which was read by 

title only.

ADOPTED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

R-4 19-1195 Resolution Approving the Third Amendment to the Ground Lease 

Agreement with Las Olas SMI, LLC ("Suntex") for City-owned 

Property located at 240 East Las Olas Circle - (Commission District 
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2)

Mayor Trantalis recognized Stephanie Toothaker, Esq., on behalf of 

Informa, the parent company of Yachting Promotions, Inc. (YPI), the 

producer of The Boat Show.  YPI has a thirty (30) year agreement with 

the Marine Industries Association of South Florida.  Ms. Toothaker 

explained the need for YPI to be included in the Third Amendment to the 

Ground Agreement with the Las Olas Marina, expounding on related 

details.  She said specific language had been forwarded to the Office of 

the City Manager and the Office of the City Attorney.   City Attorney 

Boileau confirmed this could be done but Suntex must agree.

Mayor Trantalis recognized Eric Metz, owner representative for Suntex.  

Mr. Metz confirmed Suntex has no issue with Ms. Toothaker's request.  

Commissioner Glassman introduced this Resolution as amended which 

was read by title only.

ADOPTED AS AMENDED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

R-5 19-1183 Quasi-Judicial Resolution to Approve the Vacation of a Portion of 

Two Utility and Access Easements located at 640 N. Andrews Avenue 

- FV Development - Case No. E18021 - (Commission District 2)

Anyone wishing to speak must be sworn in.  Commission will 

announce any site visits, communications or expert opinions received 

and make them part of the record.

Each Commission member disclosed verbal and written 

communications, site visits and expert opinions received.

Mayor Trantalis recognized Andrew Schein, Esq., Lochrie and Chakas, 

on behalf of the applicant.  Mr. Schein clarified that the vacation of the 

utility easement was not discussed at an earlier meeting regarding 

another project.

Mayor Trantalis opened the public hearing.

There being no one wishing to speak on this item, Commissioner 

Glassman made a motion to close the public hearing which was 

seconded by Vice Mayor McKinzie.  Roll call showed:  AYES:  

Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen, and Mayor Trantalis.  NAYS:  None.
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Vice Mayor McKinzie introduced this Resolution which was read by title 

only.

ADOPTED

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

ORDINANCE FIRST READING

OFR-1 19-0977 Quasi-Judicial - Ordinance Vacating a Portion of SW 6th Street 

Right-of-Way located East of the Tarpon River and West of SW 8th 

Avenue -Edward and Betty Kirwin - Case No. V19003 -  

(Commission District 4)

Anyone wishing to speak must be sworn in.  Commission will 

announce any site visits, communications or expert opinions received 

and make them part of the record.

Each Commission member disclosed verbal and written 

communications, site visits and expert opinions received.

Mayor Trantalis opened the public hearing.

There being no one wishing to speak on this item, Vice Mayor McKinzie 

made a motion to close the public hearing which was seconded by 

Commissioner Moraitis.  Roll call showed:  AYES:  Commissioner 

Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor McKinzie, 

Commissioner Sorensen, and Mayor Trantalis.  NAYS:  None.

Commissioner Sorensen commented on a letter submitted to the 

Planning and Zoning Board (P&Z Board) by the Tarpon River Civic 

Association Board of Directors attached as Exhibit 7 to the Commission 

Agenda Memo (CAM).  Commissioner Sorensen commented on 

neighbor concerns relating to park space and public access to the 

waterway.  

Mayor Trantalis recognized Gregory A. McAloon on behalf of the 

applicant.  Mr. McAloon explained details regarding the correspondence 

from members of the Tarpon River Civic Association Board to the P&Z 

Board.  He also noted the recusal of a P&Z Board Member from a 

decision on this matter due to being a member of the Tarpon River 

Association Board.  Mr. McAloon confirmed the applicant had obtained 

fourteen (14) letters of support from neighbors, the majority residing on 

SW 8th Street, in addition to 4-5 neighbors attending the P&Z Board 

Meeting in support of this item.  
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In response to Commissioner Sorensen's question regarding the positive 

neighbor feedback, Mr. McAloon reviewed items illustrated in his 

presentation and neighbor correspondence, explaining details.  He 

reviewed dedication and access details, expounding on rights-of-way 

and the history of this neighborhood area.  

A copy of the presentation is attached to these minutes.

In response to Commissioner Sorensen's question, City Attorney Boileau 

confirmed the accuracy of Mr. McAloon's comments and explanation.  

Discussions ensued on the inability to landlock a property and the 

possibility of making this area a park.  Mayor Trantalis said that making 

this area a pocket park is not feasible, stating it has never been utilized 

as a waterway access point.  Further comment ensued on landscaping.  

In response to Mayor Trantalis' question, Mr. McAloon confirmed the 

applicant plans to build a single-family home on the parcel if the vacation 

of right-of-way is adopted.

Vice Mayor McKinzie introduced this Ordinance for the First Reading 

which was read by title only.

PASSED FIRST READING

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

OFR-2 19-1173 Ordinance Amending the Pay Plan of the City of Fort Lauderdale, 

Florida by Amending the Non-Bargaining Compensation Table and 

Schedule VI Providing a One Percent General Wage Increase 

Effective October 6, 2019 (Commission Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4)

In response to Mayor Trantalis' request, City Manager Lagerbloom 

explained details relating to this item, noting the Pay Plan adjustment of 

$330,742 is a lesser amount than what had been budgeted.  It is a 

savings of one point two percent (1.2%), equating to about $500,000.

Commissioner Sorensen introduced this Ordinance for the First Reading 

which was read by title only.

PASSED FIRST READING

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

ORDINANCE SECOND READING
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OSR-1 19-1196 Ordinance Amending Chapter 15, Article V of the Code of 

Ordinances of the City of Fort Lauderdale - Outdoor Events - to 

Include Suggested Revisions from the Special Event Working Group 

- (Commission Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4)

Commissioner Glassman noted resident comments, including requests 

for additional traffic monitors during special events, especially those on 

the beach, and a larger penalty for egregious noncompliance during 

special events.  City Manager Lagerbloom confirmed.  Further comment 

and discussion ensued on recent special events and the timeline for 

increased penalties.  City Manager Lagerbloom explained the need for 

amended language in Special Event Agreements, expounding on related 

details.  

Commissioner Sorensen commented on barricades used for special 

events remaining in place and the need for continued neighbor outreach 

when an event impacts neighborhoods.  City Manager Lagerbloom 

expounded on Staff efforts and details regarding neighbor outreach for 

special events, including predetermined routes for special event races 

and advising neighborhoods should changes occur.

Commissioner Sorensen introduced this Ordinance for the Second 

Reading which was read by title only.

ADOPTED ON SECOND READING

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

OSR-2 19-1200 Ordinance Amending Section 4(2) of the City of Fort Lauderdale 

Ordinance No. C-10-48, as Amended by Ordinance No. C-11-37 - 

Purpose and Duties of the Sustainability Advisory Board - 

(Commission Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4)

Commissioner Sorensen introduced this Ordinance for the Second 

Reading which was read by title only.

ADOPTED ON SECOND READING

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

OSR-3 19-1184 Ordinance Amending Sections 27-1 and 27-191 of the Code of 

Ordinances - Certificate of Public Convenience and Necessity - 

Waiving Requirements for Operators of Rental Cars with Chauffeurs 

and Sightseeing Vehicles for a National Football League Super Bowl 

- (Commission Districts 1, 2, 3 and 4)

Commissioner Glassman introduced this Ordinance for the Second
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Reading which was read by title only.

ADOPTED ON SECOND READING

Aye: Commissioner Moraitis, Commissioner Glassman, Vice Mayor 

McKinzie, Commissioner Sorensen and Mayor Trantalis

5 - 

REQUEST FOR EXECUTIVE CLOSED-DOOR SESSION

City Attorney Boileau announced that on December 17, 2019, 

commencing at approximately 4:30 p.m., or as soon thereafter as it may 

be heard, the City Commission shall meet privately to discuss pending 

litigation, pursuant to Section 286.011(8), Florida Statutes, for the 

following case(s):  

▪ Hinton, Walter, et al. v. City of Fort Lauderdale

  Case No.: CACE 07-030358 (26)

▪ Adderly, Ray, et al. v. City of Fort Lauderdale

  Case No.: CACE 11-008499 (26)

ADJOURNMENT

Mayor Trantalis adjourned the meeting at 9:41 p.m.

_____________________________________

Dean J. Trantalis

Mayor

ATTEST: 

______________________________________

Jeffrey A. Modarelli

City Clerk
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