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RESOLUTION NO. 19- 
 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY 
OF FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA, DECLARING THE 
INTENT TO INSTALL UNDERGROUND UTILITY LINE 
FACILITIES IN THE LAS OLAS ISLES NEIGHBORHOOD 
DESCRIBING THE UNDERGROUND UTILITY LINE 
FACILITIES PROPOSED TO BE PROVIDED AND IMPOSE AN 
UNDERGROUND UTILITY LINE ASSESSMENT; PROVIDING 
A LEGAL DESCRIPTION OF THE PROPERTY SUBJECT TO 
THE SPECIAL ASSESSMENT; IDENTIFYING THE 
BOUNDARIES OF LAS OLAS UNDERGROUND SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENT AREA AND THE LOCATION FOR THE 
PROPOSED UNDERGROUND UTILITY LINE FACILITIES; 
PROVIDING THE TOTAL ESTIMATED UNDERGROUND 
UTILITY LINE ASSESSED COST AND THE PORTION OF THE 
TOTAL COST TO BE PAID WITH AN UNDERGROUND 
UTILITY LINE ASSESSMENT; DESCRIBING THE METHOD 
OF APPORTIONING THE UNDERGROUND UTILITY LINE 
ASSESSED COST, THE COMPUTATION OF THE 
UNDERGROUND UTILITY LINE ASSESSMENT FOR EACH 
PARCEL, THE MANNER IN WHICH THE SPECIAL 
ASSESSMENT SHALL BE MADE, WHEN THE 
ASSESSMENTS ARE TO BE PAID, AND WHAT IF ANY PART 
SHALL BE APPORTIONED TO BE PAID FROM GENERAL 
IMPROVEMENT FUND OF THE CITY OF FORT 
LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA; DIRECTING THE PREPARATION 
OF AN ASSESSMENT ROLL; AUTHORIZING A PUBLIC 
HEARING AND DIRECTING THE PROVISION OF NOTICE 
THEREOF; AND PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
  WHEREAS, on May 18, 2010, the City Commission of the City of Fort 
Lauderdale, Florida (“City Commission”) adopted Ordinance No. C-10-12 authorizing the City 
Commission to impose an underground utility line assessment to fund all or any portion of the 
underground utility line assessed cost upon benefited parcels at a rate of assessment based on 
the special benefit accruing to such parcel from the provision of underground utility line facilities; 
and 
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  WHEREAS, Ordinance No. C-12-37 was adopted on October 2, 2012, 
amending Ordinance C-10-12; and 
 
  WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance No. C-10-12, as amended, the imposition of 
underground utility line assessments requires certain processes such as notice and the 
preparation of the Assessment Roll; and 
 
  WHEREAS, a Declaration Resolution describing the underground utility line 
facilities proposed; identifying the boundaries of the underground special assessment area and 
the street or streets where the existing utility lines are located and the location for the proposed 
underground utility line facilities; determining the total estimated underground utility line 
assessed cost; determining the portion of the total cost to be paid with an underground utility 
line assessment; determining the method of apportioning the underground utility line assessed 
cost and the computation of the underground utility line assessment for each parcel; determining 
the manner in which the special assessment shall be made and when the assessments are to 
be paid; directing the preparation of an assessment roll; authorizing a public hearing and 
directing the provision of notice thereof is required by Ordinance No. C-10-12, as amended, for 
the imposition of the underground utility line assessments; and 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Commission of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, deems it to be in 
the best interest of the citizens and residents of the City of Fort Lauderdale to adopt this 
Declaration Resolution; 
 
 BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY OF FORT 
LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA: 
 

ARTICLE I 
AUTHORITY, DEFINITIONS AND GENERAL FINDINGS  

 
SECTION 1.01. AUTHORITY.  This Resolution is adopted pursuant to the provisions of 
Ordinance No. C-10-12 as amended by Ordinance No. C-12-37 codified as Division 2, Article IV, 
Chapter 25 of the City of Fort Lauderdale Code of Ordinances entitled “Undergrounding” 
(hereinafter referred to as “Ordinance”), Sections 166.021 and 166.041, Florida Statutes and 
other applicable provisions of law. 
 
SECTION 1.02. PURPOSE AND DEFINITIONS.  This Resolution constitutes the Declaration 
Resolution as defined in the Ordinance.  All capitalized words and terms not otherwise defined 
herein shall have the meanings set forth in the Ordinance.  Unless the context indicates 
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otherwise, words imparting the singular number include the plural number, and vice versa; the 
terms "hereof," "hereby," "herein," "hereto," "hereunder" and similar terms refer to this 
Resolution; and the term "hereafter" means after, and the term "heretofore" means before, the 
effective date of this Resolution. Words of any gender include the correlative words of the other 
gender, unless the sense indicates otherwise.  As used in this Resolution, the following terms 
shall have the following meanings, unless the context hereof otherwise requires: 
 
"Annual Administration and Collection Cost Amount" means the amount computed for each 
Fiscal Year pursuant to Section 2.04(A)(2) hereof. 
 
"Annual Assessed Costs” means the amount computed for each Fiscal Year pursuant to Section 
2.04(A) hereof. 
 
"Annual Debt Service Amount" means the amount computed for each Fiscal Year pursuant to 
Section 2.04(A)(1) hereof. 
  
"Annual Statutory Discount Amount" means the amount computed for each Fiscal Year pursuant 
to Section 2.04(A)(3) hereof. 
 
"Assessed Property" means those Tax Parcels within the Las Olas Isles Underground Special 
Assessment Area. 
 
"Assessment" shall have the meaning set forth in the Ordinance.   
 
"Assessment Area" shall have the meaning set forth in the Ordinance.   
 
"Assessment Roll" shall have the meaning set forth in the Ordinance.   
 
"Capital Cost" means all or any portion of the expenses that are properly attributable to the 
acquisition, design and construction of the Las Olas Isles Underground Utility Line Facilities 
Project and imposition of the Las Olas Isles Underground Utility Line Facilities Assessments 
under generally accepted accounting principles; and including reimbursement to the City for any 
funds advanced for Capital Cost and interest on any interfund or intrafund loan for such 
purposes. 
 
"City" means the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
 
"City Commission" means the City Commission of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
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"City Clerk" means the official custodian of all City records and papers of an official character, or 
such person’s designee. 
 
"City Manager" means the City’s Manager of the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, or such 
person’s designee. 
 
"Cost Apportionment" means the apportionment of the Annual Assessed Costs of the Las Olas 
Isles Underground Utility Line Facilities Project among all of the Property Use Categories 
according to the apportionment methodology described in Section 2.04(B) of this Declaration 
Resolution. 
 
“Declaration Resolution” means the resolution described in Section 25-129.5 of the Ordinance, 
which shall be the initial resolution for the identification of the total underground utility line 
assessed cost for which an assessment is to be made, the imposition of an underground utility 
line assessment and the date set for a public hearing to consider a final assessment resolution. 
 
“Equivalent Benefit Units” means a weighted measure of benefit for a single family residence 
with overhead utilities. 
 
"Fiscal Year" means the period commencing on October 1 of each year and continuing through 
the next succeeding September 30, or such other period as may be prescribed by law as the 
fiscal year for the City. 
 
“Las Olas Isles Neighborhoods” means all property generally located south of East Las Olas 
Boulevard and adjacent to Mola Avenue, Isle of Capri Drive, Bontana Avenue, Coconut Isle 
Drive, Lido Drive, San Marco Drive, Coral Way, Royal Plaza Drive and Isle of Palms Drive 
 
"Ordinance" means Ordinance No. C-10-12, Underground Utility Assessment Ordinance as 
amended. 
 
"Parcel Apportionment" means the further apportionment of the Annual Assessed Costs 
allocated to each EBU by the Cost Apportionment among the Tax Parcels under the 
methodology established in Section 2.04(C) of this Declaration Resolution. 
 
"Project Cost" means (A) the Capital Cost of the Las Olas Isles Underground Utility Facilities 
Project, (B) the Transaction Cost associated with the Obligations attributable to the Las Olas 
Isles Underground Utility Line Facilities Project, (C) interest accruing on such Obligations for 
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such period of time as the City deems appropriate, (D) the debt service reserve fund or account, 
if any, established for the Obligations attributable to the Las Olas Isles Underground Utility Line 
Facilities Project, and (E) any other costs expenses related thereto. 
 
"Property Appraiser" means the Broward County Property Appraiser. 
 
“Single-Family Detached Residential Parcel” means those Tax Parcels with a Property 
Appraiser’s Use Code of “00” and “01”. 
 
“Tax Collector” means the Broward County Department of Finance and Administrative Services 
as described in Section 3.06 of the Broward County Charter. 
 
"Tax Parcel" means a parcel of property located within the City to which the Property Appraiser 
has assigned a distinct ad valorem property tax identification number. 
 
"Tax Roll" means the real property ad valorem tax assessment roll (and any records maintained 
in connection therewith) maintained by the Property Appraiser for the purpose of the levy and 
collection of ad valorem taxes as of the October 1 preceding the calculation of Las Olas Isles 
Underground Utility Line Facilities Assessments hereunder. 
 
“Underground Special Assessment Area” or “USAA” means the area that includes the parcels 
designated by the city to receive the benefit of and be assessed for underground utility line 
facilities in accordance with the provisions of this division and has been designated a qualified 
area by FP&L. 
 
“Underground Utility Line Assessment” or “UULA” means a special assessment lawfully 
imposed by the city commission against assessed property to fund all or any portion of the cost 
of the provision of underground utility line facilities providing a special benefit to parcels within 
the USAA as a consequence of possessing a logical relationship to the value, use, or 
characteristics of the assessed property. 
 
“Underground Utility Line Assessed Cost” or “UULAC” means the amount determined by the city 
commission to be assessed to fund all or any portion of the cost of the provision of underground 
utility line facilities which provide a special benefit to assessed property, and shall include, but 
not be limited to, the following components: (A) the cost of all informational materials, marketing, 
promotion and advocacy within the USAA (B) the cost incurred in any required acquisition or 
purchase; (C) the cost of taking down existing overhead utility line facilities and constructing 
new underground utility line facilities including but not limited to the cost of relocating existing 
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underground facilities which must be moved in order to accommodate the relocation of the 
overhead lines; (D) the cost of all lands, property, rights, easements, and franchises acquired; 
(E) the cost of all labor, materials, machinery, and equipment; (F) financing charges, interest 
prior to and during construction and for one (1) year after completion of construction; (G) costs 
and fees associated with the issuance and sale of special assessment bonds (H) the cost of 
fuel, parts, supplies, maintenance, repairs, and utilities; (I) the cost of computer services, data 
processing, and communications; (J) the cost of physical construction, reconstruction, 
restoration of right-of-way, parcels or both, or completion of any required facility or improvement; 
(K) the cost of any indemnity or surety bonds and premiums for insurance; (L) the cost of 
salaries, volunteer pay, workers' compensation insurance, or other employment benefits; (M) the 
cost of disconnecting from overhead utility facilities and connecting to UULF from the overhead 
utility facilities to the meter on a parcel; (N) cost of plans and specifications preliminary and final 
for both design and construction; (O) surveys and estimates of costs and of revenues; (P) the 
cost of the study and the fee for a coordinating consultant; (Q) the cost of engineering, financial, 
legal, and other professional services including outside consultants and staff working for the city; 
(R) the costs of compliance with any contracts or agreements entered into by the city to provide 
underground utility line facilities; (S) all costs associated with the structure, implementation, 
collection, and enforcement of the underground utility line assessments, including any service 
charges of the tax collector, or property appraiser and amounts necessary to off-set discounts 
received for early payment of underground utility line assessments pursuant to the Uniform 
Assessment Collection Act or for early payment of utility line assessments collected pursuant to 
section 25-131.2 herein; (T) all other costs and expenses necessary or incidental to the 
acquisition, provision, or construction of underground utility line facilities and such other 
expenses as may be necessary or incidental to any related financing authorized by the city 
commission by subsequent resolution; (U) a reasonable amount for contingency and anticipated 
delinquencies and uncollectible underground utility line assessments; and (V) reimbursement to 
the city or any other natural person for any moneys advanced for any costs incurred by the city 
or such natural person in connection with any of the foregoing components of underground 
utility line assessed cost. 
 
“Underground Utility Line Facilities” or “UULF” means the equipment, poles lines and other 
appurtenant facilities associated with the provision of electrical, telephone, internet, cable 
television or other services provided through a similar line. The term shall also include any 
accessory or appurtenant facilities whether above or below ground associated with or 
appurtenant to the underground utility line facilities including but not limited to transition poles. 
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“Underground Utility Line Facilities Program” or “Program” means the city approved program for 
the implementation of UULF in a USAA as defined herein, the cost of said UULF to be paid for 
through special assessments as described in this section 25-129. 
 
"Uniform Assessment Collection Act" means Sections 197.3632 and 197.3635, Florida Statutes, 
or any successor statutes authorizing the collection of non-ad valorem assessments on the 
same bill as ad valorem taxes, and any applicable regulations promulgated thereunder. 
 
SECTION 1.03. GENERAL FINDINGS.  It is hereby ascertained: 
 
(A) Pursuant to Article VIII, Section 2(b) of the Florida Constitution, and Sections 166.041, 
Florida Statutes, the City Commission has all powers of local self-government to perform 
municipal functions and to render municipal services except when prohibited by law and such 
power may be exercised by the enactment of legislation in the form of City ordinances. 
 
(B) The City Commission may exercise any governmental, corporate, or proprietary power for a 
municipal purpose except when expressly prohibited by law, and the City Commission may 
legislate on any subject matter on which the Legislature may act, except those subjects 
described in (a), (b), (c), and (d) of Section 166.021(3), Florida Statutes. The subject matter of 
paragraphs (a), (b), (c), and (d) of Section 166.021(3), Florida Statutes, is not relevant to 
imposition of assessments related to Transportation Improvements within the City. 
 
(C) The City Commission adopted the Ordinance the purpose of which is to: (1) require owners 
within an USAA where UULF have been constructed to relocate all utilities on or over a parcel to 
below ground and require connection to UULF upon installation; (2) provide procedures and 
standards for the imposition of underground utility line assessments under the general home 
rule powers of a municipality to impose special assessments; (3) authorize a procedure for the 
funding of underground utility line facilities providing special benefits to property within the city; 
and (4) legislatively determine the special benefit provided to assessed property from the 
provision of the underground utility line facilities.  
 
(D) The underground utility line assessments to be imposed using the procedures provided in 
the Ordinance shall constitute non-ad valorem assessments within the meaning and intent of the 
Uniform Assessment Collection Act.  
 
(E) The underground utility line assessments to be imposed using the procedures provided in 
the Ordinance are imposed by the City Commission, not the Broward County Board of County 
Commissioners, Property Appraiser or Tax Collector. The duties of the property appraiser and 
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tax collector under the provisions of this Section 25-129 of the Ordinance and the Uniform 
Assessment Collection Act are ministerial.  
 
(F)  The Las Olas Isles Home Owners Association initiated the process for instituting a proposed 
Underground Utility Line Assessment for the Las Olas Isles Neighborhoods in compliance with 
Section 25-129.4 of the Ordinance through filing an application with the City requesting 
undergrounding on May 12, 2011.  
 
(G) The City Clerk mailed ballots to the property owners listed on the tax roll within the proposed 
underground utility line assessment area on May 24, 2019 and confirmed that 89.86% of the 
ballots received by June 24, 2019 voted in favor of the proposed underground utility line 
assessment. 
 
(H) The Las Olas Isles Neighborhood constitutes an Underground Special Assessment Area 
under the Ordinance and the Underground Special Assessment Area, as described in Section 
2.01 hereof, encompasses only property specially benefitted by the underground utility line 
facilities to be installed in the Las Olas Isles Neighborhood.  
 
(I)The benefits outlined in Section 25.127(1) of the Ordinance can be organized into three 
general categories of benefits as follows: 
 

(1) Improved Safety 
a. improve visibility along public rights-of-way; 
b. reduce obstructions in the path of vehicles driving off of a right-of-way; 
c. safer environment after storms when overhead poles are toppled and wiring 
becomes loose and exposed;  
 

(2) Improved Reliability 
a. protect the utility facilities from damage due to vehicular impact; 
b. providing an environment that has a better chance of maintaining utility services 
during and after extreme weather conditions;  
c. providing greater reliability under normal conditions 
d. facilitating fewer wind outages with lower costs to utility providers for restoration 
outages due to wind, translating into lower costs for utility customers; 
e. reduce interference with the existing tree canopies; and 
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(3) Improved Aesthetics 
a. improving the aesthetics of an area by removing above-ground utility poles, lines 
and above-ground appurtenances from view;  

 
(J) Based upon the foregoing, property located within the Underground Special Assessment 
Area will derive a special benefit from the Las Olas Isles Underground Utility Line Facilities 
Project.  Accordingly, the City Commission hereby finds it reasonable to apportion the Annual 
Assessed Costs applicable to the Las Olas Isles Underground Utility Line Facilities Project 
among all tax parcels within the Las Olas Underground Special Assessment Area as set forth in 
Section 2.04(B). 
 
 

ARTICLE II 
ASSESSMENT 

 
SECTION 2.01. DESCRIPTION OF UNDERGROUND SPECIAL ASSESSMENT AREA. The 
Las Olas Underground Special Assessment Area shall include all property within the Las Olas 
Isle Neighborhood generally located south of East Las Olas Boulevard and adjacent to Mola 
Avenue, Isle of Capri Drive, Bontana Avenue, Coconut Isle Drive, Lido Drive, San Marco Drive, 
Coral Way, Royal Plaza Drive and Isle of Palms Drive, more specifically identified in Appendix A 
attached hereto.  
 
SECTION 2.02. PROJECT DESCRIPTION AND CAPITAL COST.  
 
(A) PROJECT DESCRIPTION. The Las Olas Isles Neighborhood Underground Utilities Facilities 
Project entails the undergrounding of all overhead utilities, including electrical, telephone and 
cable television, the replacement of street lighting, roadway resurfacing and restoration of all 
infrastructure affected by the Project, more specifically identified in Appendix A attached hereto. 
 
(B) CAPITAL COST. The total estimated underground utility line assessed cost for the Las Olas 
Underground Utility Line Facilities Project is $7.7 million prior to financing costs.  No portion of 
the costs will paid from the general improvement fund of the City. 
 
(C) The City intends to issue Obligations to fund a portion of the Capital Costs of the Las Olas 
Underground Utility Line Facilities Project.  The Annual Debt Service Amount and related costs 
of these Obligations, together with certain administrative and collection costs and statutory 
discount costs, will be paid from the Underground Utility Line Assessments as set forth herein. 
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Section 2.03. IMPOSITION OF UNDERGROUND UTILITY LINE ASSESSMENTS.  
Underground Utility Line Assessments shall be imposed against all Tax Parcels within the Las 
Olas Underground Special Assessment Area for each Fiscal Year in which Obligations remain 
outstanding.  The Underground Utility Line Assessments shall be computed in accordance with 
Section 2.04.  When imposed, the Underground Utility Line Assessments for each Fiscal Year 
shall constitute a lien upon such Tax Parcels pursuant to the Ordinance and shall be collected 
on the ad valorem tax bill in the manner authorized by the Uniform Assessment Collection Act. 
 
Section 2.04. COMPUTATION OF UNDERGROUND UTILITY LINE ASSESSMENTS. For each 
Fiscal Year in which Obligations remain outstanding, on or before the July 1 preceding each 
Fiscal Year and based upon the Tax Rolls as of October 1 preceding each Fiscal Year, 
Underground Utility Line Assessments shall be computed in the following manner: 
 
(A) ANNUAL ASSESSED COSTS.  The “Annual Assessed Costs” shall be computed for each 

Fiscal Year as the sum of (1) the Annual Debt Service Amount, (2) the Annual Administration 
and Collection Cost Amount, and (3) the Annual Statutory Discount Amount. 

 
(1) The "Annual Debt Service Amount" shall be computed for each Fiscal Year as the 

amount which would be payable in respect of the Obligations in accordance with a debt 
service schedule prepared under the following assumptions: (1) the principal installments 
and administrative, trustee, legal and other  costs associated with the Obligations equal 
those of the Obligations coming due (or estimated to come due) during each Fiscal Year, 
and (2) the Obligations bear interest at a rate of one full percentage point in excess of the 
actual (or estimated) rates during each Fiscal Year; provided, however, that the "Annual 
Debt Service Amount" for any Fiscal Year shall not exceed the principal amount of 
Obligations then outstanding, plus interest thereon, plus administrative, trustee, legal and 
other costs due in relation thereto. In the first Fiscal Year in which the Las Olas Isles 
Underground Utility Assessments will be imposed, the City may use an estimated debt 
service schedule. 

 
(2) The "Annual Administration and Collection Cost Amount" shall be computed for each 

Fiscal Year as the estimated cost to be incurred by the City during any Fiscal Year in 
connection with the administration and collection of Las Olas Isles Underground Utility 
Assessments, including reasonable contingencies. 

 
(3) The "Annual Statutory Discount Amount" shall be computed for each Fiscal Year as the 

amount allowed by law as the maximum discount for early payment of ad valorem taxes 
and non-ad valorem assessments plus one percent, currently estimated to equal five 
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percent (5%) of the sum of (a) the Annual Debt Service Amount and (b) the Annual 
Administration and Collection Cost Amount. 

 
(B) ANNUAL ASSESSED COSTS APPORTIONMENT METHODOLOGY.  

 
(1) The Annual Assessed Costs shall be apportioned each Fiscal Year to specially benefitted 

Tax Parcels based upon the amount of Equivalent Benefit Units or EBUs attributable to 
each Tax Parcel in the manner hereinafter described and adapted from Town of Jupiter 
Inlet Colony Utility Undergrounding Assessment Methodology prepared by Willdan 
Financial Services, dated June 24, 2010 (“Assessment Report”) also described in 
Appendix B attached hereto which served as the basis of the Town of Jupiter Inlet 
Colony, Florida’s special assessment validated through the a bond validation process 
before the Circuit Court of the Fifteenth Judicial Circuit of the State of Florida, in and for 
Palm Beach County, Florida done and ordered on March 11, 2011. 
 

(2) EBU reflects the proportional special benefit of each Single-Family Detached Residential 
Parcel from the improved safety, improved reliability, and improved aesthetics in 
connection with the proposed utility undergrounding. 
 

(3) Properties that are not a Single-Family Detached Residential Parcel are assigned EBUs 
proportionally weighted based on a benefit formula that equates each property’s specific 
characteristics and special benefits to that of the single-family residential dwelling unit. 
 

(4) It is fair and reasonable to determine the degree of benefit between affected parcels 
through three primary categories of benefit -- 1) improved safety, 2) improved reliability, 
and 3) improved aesthetics -- as these categories reflect the overall proportional special 
benefits that properties will receive from the undergrounding of the overhead utilities 
within the assessment area.  
 

(5) It is fair and reasonable to split the Annual Assessed Cost of the Underground Utility Line 
Facilities among the three special benefit components based upon the proportionate 
numbers of EBUs in each category. 

 
(C) PARCEL APPORTIONMENT METHODOLOGY.  The Cost Apportionment for the Annual 

Assessed Costs for each EBU shall be apportioned each Fiscal Year among the Tax Parcels 
within the Underground Special Assessment Area as follows: 
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(1) It is fair and reasonable and proportionate to the special benefit received to apportion the 

Annual Assessed Cost of the Underground Utility Line Facilities based upon EBUs 
because the aesthetic, safety, and reliability benefits received are substantially 
proportional to the assessed Tax Parcel’s size, density, location and type of development 
as expressed in EBUs and as more particularly described in the Assessment Reports. 
 

(2) It is fair and reasonable to the special benefit received to assign all Tax Parcels that are a 
Single-Family Detached Residential Parcel one EBU per Tax Parcel due to the similar 
size and use of Single-Family Detached Residential Parcel. 
 

(3) It is fair and reasonable and proportionate to the special benefit received for safety and 
aesthetics to assign a minimum of one (1) Safety EBU and one (1) Aesthetic EBU for Tax 
Parcels that are not Single-Family Detached Residential Parcels, which Tax Parcels are 
adjacent to public rights-of-way or easement through which overhead utilities will be 
removed as such properties within the Underground Utility Assessment Area receive a 
baseline special benefit from the Underground Utility Improvements.  
 

(4) It is fair and reasonable and proportionate to the special benefit received for reliability to 
assign a minimum of one (1) Reliability EBU for Tax Parcels that are not Single-Family 
Detached Residential Parcels, on the basis of the Tax Parcel’s size, density, and type of 
development.  

 
 
SECTION 2.06. APPLICATION OF ASSESSMENT PROCEEDS.  Proceeds from the 
Underground Utility Special Assessments received during each Fiscal Year shall be applied by 
the City for payment of the administration and collection costs, payment of any Transaction 
Costs not funded from proceeds of the Obligations or Refunding Obligations, payment of 
interest due on the Obligations or Refunding Obligations, and payment of principal due on the 
Obligations or Refunding Obligations.  Any remaining proceeds will then be used for 
prepayment of the Obligations or Refunding Obligations or for payment of other amounts 
coming due in subsequent years. 
 

ARTICLE III 
GENERAL PROVISIONS 

 
SECTION 3.01. METHOD OF COLLECTION.  The Underground Utility Special Assessments 
shall be collected pursuant to the Uniform Assessment Collection Act, and pursuant to Section 
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25-131.1 of the Ordinance. No prepayment or acceleration of Assessment will be allowed due to 
the recalculation of the Annual Assessment based upon new development or redevelopment. 
 
SECTION 3.02. SEVERABILITY If any clause, section or provision of this Resolution shall be 
declared unconstitutional or invalid for any reason or cause, the remaining portion of said 
Resolution shall be in full force and effect and be valid as if such invalid portion thereof had not 
been incorporated herein. 
 
 

ARTICLE IV 
NOTICE AND PUBLIC HEARING 

 
SECTION 4.01. ASSESSMENT ROLL. The City Manager is hereby directed to prepare, or 
cause to be prepared, an Initial Assessment Roll for the Fiscal Year commencing October 1, 
2019 in the manner provided in the Ordinance.  The Assessment Roll shall include all Tax 
Parcels within the Las Olas Underground Special Assessment Area.  The City Manager shall 
apportion the estimated Project Cost to be recovered through Underground Special Assessment 
in the manner set forth in Final Assessment Resolution. 
 
A copy of this Declaration Resolution, documentation related to the estimated amount of the 
Project Cost to be recovered through the imposition of Underground Special Assessment, and 
the Initial Assessment Roll shall be maintained on file in the office of the City Clerk and open to 
public inspection.  The foregoing shall not be construed to require that the Initial Assessment 
Roll be in printed form if the amount of the Underground Special Assessment for each parcel of 
property can be determined by the use of a computer terminal available to the public. 
 
It is hereby ascertained, determined, and declared that the method of determining the 
Underground Special Assessment for Las Olas Isles Underground Utility Line Facilities as set 
forth in this Initial Assessment Resolution is a fair and reasonable method of apportioning the 
Project Cost among parcels of Assessed Property located within the Assessment Area. 

 
SECTION 4.02. AUTHORIZATION OF PUBLIC HEARING.  There is hereby established a 
public hearing to be held at 5:01 p.m. on September 12, 2019, in the Commission Chambers of 
City Hall, 100 North Andrews Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, 33301 at which time the City 
Commission will receive and consider any comments on the Underground Special Assessment 
from the public and affected property owners and to consider (A) creation of the Las Olas 
Underground Special Assessment Area, (B) imposition of the Assessments, and (C) collection 
of the Assessments pursuant to the Uniform Assessment Collection Act. 



RESOLUTION NO. 19- PAGE 14 
 

 
 
19-    
 

 
SECTION 4.03. NOTICE BY PUBLICATION.  The City Manager shall publish a notice of the 
public hearing in the manner and time provided in Sections 25-129.10 of the Ordinance.  The 
notice shall be published no later than August 23, 2019, in substantially the form attached 
hereto as Appendix D. 
 
SECTION 4.04. NOTICE BY MAIL.  The City Manager shall also provide notice by first class 
mail to the owner of each parcel of Assessed Property, as required by Section 25-129.11 of the 
Ordinance, in substantially the form attached hereto as Appendix E. Such notices shall be 
mailed no later than August 23, 2019. 
 
SECTION 4.05. EFFECTIVE DATE.  This Declaration Resolution shall take effect upon the final 
adoption. 
 
  ADOPTED this the ___th day of July, 2019. 
 
 
 
      ______________________________ 
        Mayor 
       DEAN J. TRANTALIS 
ATTEST: 
 
 
 
_____________________________ 
                 City Clerk 
      JEFFREY A. MODARELLI 



 
 

   

APPENDIX A 
 

MAP OF LAS OLAS ISLES UNDERGROUND UTILITY  
ASSESSMENT AREA AND PROPOSED IMPROVEMENTS  

 
 
 
 
 
 

[This map must have the boundary of the USAA, street where existing utility lines are located 
and the location for the proposed underground utility line facilities} 
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APPENDIX B 
 

[Town of Jupiter Inlet Colony Utility Undergrounding Assessment Methodology prepared by 
Willdan Financial Services, dated June 24, 2010] 
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APPENDIX C 
 

ASSESSMENT COST ALLOCATION* 
 

 
 

Category  
 

Estimated 
Project 
Costs 

Allocation** 
per EBU 

EBUs Estimated 
Project 
Cost  

Single-
Family 

Detached 
Residential 

Parcel 

$24,600.64 313 $7,700,000 

 
 

* The assessment cost allocation does not include financing costs. 
** It is anticipated that the project cost estimate will be reduced by the portion of expenses related to 
undergrounding of utility lines owned by Florida Power and Light. 
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APPENDIX D 
 

FORM OF NOTICE TO BE PUBLISHED 
 

To be Published by August 23, 2019 
 

NOTICE OF HEARING TO IMPOSE AND 
PROVIDE FOR COLLECTION OF NON-AD VALOREM ASSESSMENTS 

 

 
 
 

Notice is hereby given that the City Commission of Fort Lauderdale, Florida, will conduct a 
public hearing to hear objections of all interested persons to the final assessment resolution of 
the Las Olas Isles Underground Utility Line Facilities Assessment, as shown above, and to 
impose non-ad valorem assessments against certain property located therein and collecting the 
assessments on the ad valorem tax bill. The hearing will be held at 5:01 P.M. on September 12, 
2019 in the City Commission Room, City Hall, 100 North Andrews Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, 
Florida.  In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing a special 
accommodation or an interpreter to participate in this proceeding should contact the City Clerk's 
office at (954) 828-5002 two days prior to the meeting. 
 
All affected property owners have a right to appear at the hearing and to file written objections 
with the City Commission within 20 days of this notice. Any person wishing to appeal any 
decision of the City Commission with respect to any matter considered will need a record and 
may wish to ensure that a verbatim record is made. 
 
The assessments have been proposed to fund capital costs for construction of the Las Olas 
Underground Utility Line Facilities to serve the Las Olas Underground Special Assessment 
Area. The assessment will be divided among to specially benefitted tax parcels based upon the 
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amount of Equivalent Benefit Units or EBUs attributable to each tax parcel. The Fiscal Year 
2019-20 assessment rates are as follows: 
 

Category Billing Unit Cost Per Billing Unit 
Single-Family Detached 
Residential Parcel EBU $529.59 

 
 A more specific description of these assessment methodologies is set forth in the Declaration 
Resolution adopted by the City Council on July 9, 2019. Copies of the Declaration Resolution, 
the plans and specifications for the Las Olas Underground Utility Line Facilities project, and the 
preliminary assessment rolls are available for inspection at the offices of the City Clerk, located 
at the City Hall, Fort Lauderdale, Florida. 
 
 
Underground Utility Line Assessments will be collected by the Broward County Tax Collector on 
the ad valorem tax bill for a period of 30 years, commencing with the tax bill to be mailed in 
November 2019. Failure to pay the assessments will cause a tax certificate to be issued against 
the property which may result in a loss of title. 
 
If you have any questions, please contact _________ at __________. 
 
 
 
 
 
_____________________________________ 
 
NOTE: If any person decides to appeal any decision made with respect to any matter 
considered at this public meeting or hearing, he/she will need a record of the proceedings, and 
for such purpose he/she may need to ensure that verbatim record of the proceedings is made, 
which record includes the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.  
Anyone needing auxiliary services to assist in participation at the meeting, please contact the 
City Clerk at (954) 828-5002 two days prior to the meeting. 
 
 

CITY CLERK 
OF FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 
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«OwnerName» 
«OwnerName2» 
«OwnerAdd1» 
«City», «State»  «Zip» 

 
 

APPENDIX E 
 

FORM OF NOTICE TO BE MAILED 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

* * * * * NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNER * * * * 
Dear Property Owner: 
An assessment program has been created to fund the costs to install underground utility line 
facilities within the Las Olas Isles Neighborhood within the City of Fort Lauderdale (City). The 
cost of the Las Olas Isles Underground Utility Line Facilities will be funded by assessments 
against the benefitted property within the City.  
The annual assessment is based on the classification of each parcel of property and number of 
billing units contained therein.  A more specific description of the improvements and the method 
of computing the assessment for each parcel of property are set forth in the Declaration 
Resolution adopted by the City on July 9, 2019. Copies of the Declaration Resolution and the 
preliminary Assessment Roll are available for your review at the City Clerk's Office. The City 
Clerk's Office is located on the 7th floor of City Hall, 100 N. Andrews Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, 
FL 33301.  
The above parcel is classified as a Single-Family Detached Residential Parcel. 
The type and number of billing units on the above parcel is <#> EBU. 
The assessment project will be financed by special assessment bonds secured by the City.  
This will permit the costs attributable to your property to be amortized over a period of thirty (30) 
years.  The annual assessment will include your share of the principal, interest, collection cost, 
and the amount Florida law requires the City to discount receipts for its annual budget.  Annual 
assessments will be payable for thirty (30) years. Information regarding the assessment for your 
specific property is provided below.  
The Annual Assessment for Fiscal Year 2019-20 and for future fiscal years for the above parcel 
is ________. 

CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE  
CITY HALL 
100 N. ANDREWS AVENUE 
FORT LAUDERDALE, FL 33301 

CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 
NOTICE OF HEARING TO IMPOSE AND PROVIDE FOR 
COLLECTION OF NON-AD VALOREM ASSESSMENTS 
TO FUND LAS OLAS ISLES UNDERGROUND UTILITY 

LINE FACILITIES 
 

NOTICE DATE:  e __, 2019 
 

Sequence # _____ 
Parcel ID # ________________ 
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The City intends to include the annual assessment on your ad valorem tax bill, commencing with 
the tax bill to be mailed to you in November 2019.  Failure to pay your assessments will cause a 
tax certificate to be issued against the property which may result in a loss of title. The City 
intends to collect approximately $____ annually in assessments, inclusive of all administrative 
and statutory discounts, over the next thirty (30) years for this project. 
The City will hold a public hearing at 5:01 p.m., or as soon thereafter as the matter can be 
heard, on September 12, 2019, at the 1st Floor City Commission Chambers, City Hall, 100 N. 
Andrews Avenue, Fort Lauderdale, Florida, for the purpose of receiving comments on the 
proposed assessments, including collection on the ad valorem tax bill. You are invited to attend 
and participate in the public hearing or to file written objections with the City prior to or during 
the hearing.  All affected property owners have a right to appear at the hearing and to file written 
objections with the City of Fort Lauderdale within 20 days of this notice. If you decide to appeal 
any decision made by the City with respect to any matter considered at the hearing, you will 
need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that a verbatim record is made, 
including the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be made. If you are a person 
with a disability who needs any accommodation or an interpreter to participate in this 
proceeding, you are entitled, at no cost to you, to the provision of certain assistance.  Please 
contact the City Clerk's Office at (954) 828-5002 at least two days prior to the date of the 
hearing. 
If you have any questions, please contact _________________ at (____) _________, Monday 
through Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 
 

  CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 
 


