MEMORANDUM

TO: Historic Preservation Board
FROM: Merrilyn C. Rathbun, Fort Lauderdale Historical Society
SUBJECT: Agenda for
DATE:
1.
Case | H15010 | FMSF# | BDo1718

Applicant | Charlie Esposito

Owner | James P. Ostryniec Rev. Trust, James P. Ostryniec

Address | 3017 Alhambra Street

General Location | Approximately midblock of Alhambra Street on the north side

Legal Description | LAUDER DEL MAR 7-30 B LOT 20 BLK 6.

Existing Use | Multi-family Residential

Proposed Use | Same

Applicable ULDR Sections | ULDR Section 47-24.11.B.6

1. .Historic Landmark Designation
Request(s)

Property Background:

The applicant has provided a detailed narrative, prepared by a professional historic preservationist, that
discusses the setting, building site history and describes the architecture of the building. The Willis
Apartments/ Villa Torino is located in the Lauder-Del-Mar subdivision. Although the nearby Jova
House/Casablanca Café was built in the 1920s, the subdivision remained undeveloped until the 1930s.
This apartment building and the neighboring Casa Alhambra were built in 1936.

Building Description:

The Willis Apartments at 3017 Alhambra Street were designed by prominent Miami architect Charles Paul
Nieder. Mr. Nieder was a voting member of the Florida Association of Architects. In 1930 Nieder was the
chairman of the committee writing the building code for the City of Miami.

The apartment building, now called Villa Torino, is two stories with a rectangular footprint, stucco wall
cladding and has a flat roof with a parapet. Stylistically the building is Art Moderne, however, it has
elements of Art Deco such as the jagged design of the support brackets of an exterior staircase, and the
dentil ornamentation just below the parapet coping. The Moderne style elements of the building are the
corner wrapping windows and the use of horizontal striping.

Two significant architectural elements dominate the south facing fagade of the apartment building. The
first is a centered, outside chimney. The widest portion (wide enough to accommodate the interior
fireplace) rises to the second floor. According to the floor plans submitted with the applicant’s packet, the
only fireplace is in the second floor apartment. The chimney narrows, about halfway up the second floor,
and rises above the building roof parapet. The wider portion of the chimney exterior has a shallow arched
niche at the first floor level, which holds a sculptural element.

The second important exterior element is a half turn staircase with a cantilevered balcony at the second

floor level. The balcony, the entrance to the second floor apartment, is supported by the aforementioned
support brackets.

Critera for Historic Designation:

ULDR Section 47-24.11.B.6 Consultant Response

a. Its value as a significant reminder of the cultural CONSULTANT RESPONSE n/a
or archeological heritage of the city, state, or
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nation

b. Its location as a site of a significant local, state or
national event.

CONSULTANT RESPONSE n/a

c. Its identification with a person or persons who
significantly contributed to the development of
the city, state, or nation.

CONSULTANT RESPONSE n/a

d. Its identification as rthe work of a master builder,
designer , or architect whose individual work
has influenced the development of the city,
state, or nation.

CONSULTANT RESPONSE n/a

e. Its value as a building recognized for the quality of
its architecture, and sufficient elements
showing its architectural significance.

CONSULTANT RESPONSE The Villa Torino Apartments is
significant under ULDR Sec. 47-24.11.B.6 criterion e.

f. Its distinguishing characteristics of an architectural
style valuable for the study of a period, method
of construction, or use of indigenous materials.

CONSULTANT RESPONSE n/a

g. Its character as a geographically definable area
possessing a significant concentration, or
continuity of sites, buildings, objects or
structures united in past events or aesthetically
by plan or physical development or

CONSULTANT RESPONSE n/a

h. Its character as an established and geographically
definable neighborhood, unite in culture,
architectural style or physical plan and
development.

CONSULTANT RESPONSE n/a

Summary Conclusion:

Because of the depressed economy of the 1930s, Fort Lauderdale has relatively few examples of the
fashionable Art Moderne/Deco architectural styles of the period. Villa Torino is a very good example of
the style and is worthy of historic designation under ULDR Sec. 47-24.11.B.6 criterion e. Its value as a building
recognized for the quality of its architecture, and sufficient elements showing its architectural significance. The Board

should approve the application.

Historic Preservation Board Action:

For each requested Certificate of Appropriateness, the board may:

1. Approve the application as presented; or

2. Approve the application with modification; or

3. Deny the application.
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