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June 6, 2022 
 
 
Department of Sustainable Development 
700 NW 19th Avenue 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33311 
 
Re:  City of Fort Lauderdale – Esterre Davis Wright Park Parcel 

Rezoning Request from Residential Zoning District (RD-15) to Parks, Recreation and Open 
Space (P)  

 
 
The City of Fort Lauderdale is seeking to rezone 43,561 square feet (1.0000 acres) parcel of land located 
at 1626 SW 23rd Street.  The request is to rezone from Residential Zoning District (RD-15) to Parks, 
Recreation and Open Space (P).   
 
In accordance with the City’s Unified Land Development Code, Section 47-24.4, Rezoning, an 
application to rezone shall address specific criteria contained in Section 47-24.4.D.  Outlined below are 
responses to the criteria. 
   
1. The zoning district proposed is consistent with the city's comprehensive plan. 

 
RESPONSE:  The City’s Comprehensive Plan is designed to address the needs and aspirations of 
the community while addressing the City’s requirements for growth. Rezoning of this parcel will 
 enable the City to meet the following goals and objectives of the City’s comprehensive Plan.  
Goal 1: Provide levels of service for Parks and Recreation Facilities sufficient to meet the existing 
and future needs of the City of Fort Lauderdale’s population.  Objective 1.1: The City will provide 
parkland and open space to meet a Level of Service Standard of 3 acres per one thousand 
residents.  Policy 1.1.2 states that all city owned/designated park sites are to be zoned P for 
Parks, Recreation and Open Space and have a land use designation of Park-Open Space, where 
appropriate. 

 
This item additionally advances the Fast Forward Fort Lauderdale 2035 Vision Plan and supports 
the City’s Press Play Fort Lauderdale Strategic Plan 2024 initiative specifically advancing: Goal 
3: Be a community that finds opportunities and leverages partnerships to create unique, 
inviting, and connected gathering in places that highlight our beaches, waterways, urban areas, 
and parks as well as Objective 1: Improve access to and enjoyment of our beach, Riverwalk, 
waterways, parks and open spaces for everyone. 
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2. The changes anticipated by the proposed rezoning will not adversely impact the character of
development in or near the area under consideration. Substantial changes in the character of
development in or near the area under consideration supports the proposed rezoning.

RESPONSE: The property where the proposed rezoning is to take place is an existing park. 
Moving forward with the proposed rezoning will further solidify the current park use. 
Furthermore, the character of development of the parcel with its landscaping and vegetation 
supports the proposed rezoning.  If approved the use of this land, inclusive of the proposed park 
amenities, will be consistent with the City’s pattern of development for Parks and Recreation 
uses. 

3. The character of the area proposed is suitable for the uses permitted in the proposed zoning
district and is compatible with surrounding districts and uses.

RESPONSE: The proposed rezoning of the property to Park is compatible with the surrounding 
Residential uses within the area of the subject property. Since the current use of the site is a 
park, the proposed rezoning will ensure the zoning district is compatible with the existing use. 
Furthermore, the proposed rezoning will enhance the existing residential uses by providing 
additional park and open spaces for residents/neighbors to enjoy. The character of the 
surrounding area, together with the enhancements as proposed, all support that the proposed 
re-zoning is compatible with surrounding districts and uses. 

Thank you for your time and attention on this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Phil Thornburg 
Parks and Recreation Director 
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