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Ella, 

Thank you for affording us the opportunity to provide comments regarding ULDR Section 

47-21 Landscape and Tree Preservation Requirements.

After listening to the presentation, speakers, and discussion, I had several questions and 

thoughts: 

1. Are Section 3. J-1 and J-2 consistent with the state statute that was passed?  Or

is this addressed by Section 3 – K-3?  (pages 21 &22)

Has the City adopted a position to lobby for repeal of the 2019 State Statute? (I

know this does not fall within the purview of the Planning and Zoning Board but

am just curious on the City response on this matter.)

2. Can you provide a list of the City Commission Protected Trees and Palms?

3. On page 84, #10 – “The Urban Forestry Master Plan (UFMP) is a strategic and

long-term investment in the City’s urban tree canopy. Funding from the Tree

Canopy Trust Fund shall be allocated to publish and regularly update the UFMP”-

• What will be cost of the initial master plan?

• What will be the cost of updating the plan on an annual basis?

• How much money is in the Tree Canopy Trust Fund?

• What is the plan for funding the UFMP if there are no funds in the Trust Fund?

• Why isn’t this plan mandated and included in the annual budget with a

provision that funds, if available, can be used from the Tree Canopy Trust

Fund?

• Will using funds from the Tree Canopy Trust Fund have a negative impact on

the future of the Tree Canopy? Shouldn’t these funds be used for the purpose

for which they are being collected?

4. There was discussion about exploring grants to protect old growth forests.  Does

this ordinance do enough to mandate the identification and preservation of old

growth forests? Depending on grants to do this may result in old growth

disappearing before grants and protections are in place.

5. An incentive plan should be developed to encourage the maintenance and

protection of specimen trees.  The intent for this would be to have a positive

approach not just a punitive approach to encourage the care and protection of

these trees.

6. After listening to the discussion, I have concerns about structural soil and the use

of Suspended Pavement Systems.  From the testimony at the hearing, I heard

serious concerns about whether trees will grow as well in structural soil or

Suspended Pavement Systems as in the natural soil in which they were originally

planted. The City needs to have further discussions on this matter. (Pages

34,41,47 and 62.)

PZB MEMBER MARY FERTIG
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7. Another concern raised after listening to the conversation is the spacing of trees.

Trees should be planted with the intent to allow for their natural growth and 
maturation.  If they are planted to close together, this could negatively impact the 
tree canopy in the future. To this point, I would add concern about the Net Lot 
Area requirement.  While I support planting as many trees as possible, it would 
seem that overplanting could impact the viability of the trees as they mature.

I commend the City and the Consultant for the work done on this ordinance.  It 

addresses many important issues.  However, while I support moving it forward to the 

Commission, I believe it should be done so with a recommendation that the budget for 

the consultant be amended to allow him to address the issues identified above as well 

as others identified by the Planning and Zoning board. 

Again, thank you for this opportunity. 

Mary 
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From: Steve Ganon

To: Ella Parker

Subject: [-EXTERNAL-] RE: Landscape Ordinance Backup and Comments

Date: Sunday, November 21, 2021 9:40:30 AM

Attachments: image001.png

Hi Ella,

Thanks for soliciting these comments.

Personally while I am sure there are items in the ordinance that could be tweaked or better defined,
refined as with any 97- page document I think there are areas where we are getting too granular, to
far down into the weeds.
The glaring area that sticks out to me is “trying to define each and every TERM in the document
using John’s example of what an ‘ornamental is.
This would be unnecessarily time consuming and could go on forever with each and every term
included and so should not be undertaken.
I suggest with staff and attorney approval that a disclaimer or footnote be included stating that
“accepted definitions of terms are assumed”.
A developer can use wiki or whatever and should they have a question before submitting an
application they can always reach out to staff.
I doubt that we would run afoul incur lawsuits doing this.
Let’s make a quick pass at any larger items and get this ordinance live and working.

Steve 

From: Ella Parker <EParker@fortlauderdale.gov> 
Sent: Thursday, November 18, 2021 4:45 PM
Subject: Landscape Ordinance Backup and Comments

Good afternoon, Board Members,

Please find below link to the landscape ordinance and backup presented on
November 17, 2021:

https://webdocs.fortlauderdale.gov/WebLink/edoc/9909016/UDP-T21002_BACKUP%20(3).pdf?
dbid=0&repo=COFTL

As proposed by the Board at last night’s meeting, please send any comments you
may have to me by December 3, 2021 and we will provide them as exhibit to the
deferred item at next month’s meeting.

Thank you,

*PLEASE NOTE THAT TWO-WAY COMMUNICATION BETWEEN MEMBERS OF THE PLANNING AND
ZONING BOARD IS PROHIBITED BY THE SUNSHINE LAW. PLEASE DO NOT REPLY TO ANY BOARD
MEMBER. ALL DISCUSSIONS ON ITEMS RELATIVE TO THE AGENDA SHOULD TAKE PLACE AT
SCHEDULED BOARD MEETINGS.

PZB MEMBER STEVE GANON
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PZB MEMBER JOHN BARRANCO
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