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                   CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE      
                   City Commission Agenda Memo #23-0606 
 REGULAR MEETING 
 
TO:  Honorable Mayor & Members of the  
  Fort Lauderdale City Commission 
 
FROM: Greg Chavarria, City Manager 
 
DATE: June 20, 2023 
 
TITLE: Motion Approving First Amendment to the Museum Funding, Operation and 

Maintenance Agreement between Museum of Discovery and Science, Inc. 
and the City of Fort Lauderdale for Property Located at 401 SW 2 Street, 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33312, Subject to Conditions - (Commission 
District 2) 

 

Recommendation 
Staff recommends the City Commission approve the First Amendment to the Museum 
Funding, Operation and Maintenance Agreement (the “Agreement”) between the Museum 
of Discovery and Science, Inc., formerly known  as The Discovery Center, Inc. (“MODs” 
or “Lessee”), and the City of Fort Lauderdale (“City” or “Lessor”) for Property Located at 
401 SW 2 Street, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33312, subject to receipt of a letter from an 
authorized official of the School Board of Broward County 1)  confirming that neither the 
City nor MODS is in default under the Community Educational Facility Agreement dated 
April 7, 1988 and 2) agreeing to extend the term of the Agreement between MODS and 
the City. 
 
Background 
On March 30, 1991, MODs entered into the Agreement with the City for property located 
at 401 SW 2 Street, Fort Lauderdale, Florida 33312 (Exhibit 1). The Agreement allowed 
MODs to use, operate, and maintain the property for a museum for a term of forty (40) 
years. The current Agreement is set to expire on August 31, 2032, and per Section 6.1 of 
the Lease, Lessee has one ten (10) year option to renew (Exhibit 2). 
 
On June 2, 2023, City staff received a formal request from MODs to extend term of the 
Agreement (Exhibit 3). Specifically, MODs is requesting a ten (10) year extension to apply 
for a State grant. The extension will support MODs in its application for the Cultural 
Facilities program grant offered by the Florida Division of Arts and Culture. The grant 
application is intended to fund the installation of a new environmental resilience exhibit, 
titled "Build a Better World," scheduled for 2024 (Exhibit 4). 
 
As per the grant requirements outlined by the Florida Division of Arts and Culture, one of 
the key prerequisites for eligibility is documentation of "use of land and/or buildings" for a 
minimum of ten (10) years following the grant award. The grant will be awarded in the 
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fiscal year 2024-2025, which necessitates that the Agreement remains in effect until at 
least 2035. 

Execution of the proposed First Amendment is subject to MODs not being in default under 
the Lease and a letter from the School Board as outlined above. 

A summary of the amended terms is as follows: 

 Lease Term – Ten (10) year extension with no additional options to renew 

 Effective Date – June 20, 2023, through August 31, 2042 

 All other terms and conditions of the Lease remain unchanged and in full force and 
effect 

 
 

Resource Impact  
There is no current fiscal impact for this item.  
 
Strategic Connections 
This item is a Press Play Fort Lauderdale Strategic Plan 2024 initiative, specifically 
advancing: 

• Internal Support Focus Area 

• Goal 8: Build a leading government organization that manages all resources 
wisely and sustainably. 

• Objective: Maintain financial integrity through sound budgeting practices, 
prudent fiscal management, cost effective operations, and long-term planning.  
 

This item advances the Fast Forward Fort Lauderdale Vision Plan 2035:  We Are United.  
 
 
Attachments 
Exhibit 1 – Location Map 
Exhibit 2 – Lease Agreement 
Exhibit 3 – Formal Request for Lease Extension 
Exhibit 4 – Build a Better World Exhibit 
Exhibit 5 – Proposed First Amendment     
 

 
Prepared by:  Angela Salmon, Assistant to the City Manager, City Manager’s Office 
 
Charter Officer:   Greg Chavarria, City Manager 


