CHARTER § 3.05

Sec. 3.03. Qualification of members; forfeiture of office.

To be eligible to hold the office of mayor-commissioner of the City of Fort Lauderdale, or to
qualify for nomination or election as such, the candidate shall have resided in the City of Fort
Lauderdale for six (6) months immediately preceding the date of the election, shall continu-
ously reside in the City of Fort Lauderdale, and shall be a%esident of the State of Florida and
aditizen of the Ur}_ited States of America; “%hall be duly qualified to vote at city, state and
national elections; shall be over the age of twenty-one (21) years; shall be otherwise qualified
as in this charter provided; shall hold no other public elective office; and ‘shall not be an officer,
employee or serving any capacity with the city government, except that a c¢ity commissioner
serving may qualify for election to the office of mayor. Candidates for nomination or election as
mayor-commissioner shall comply with all the rules and regulations set out in the charter as
to their conduct. Any candidate for mayor-commissioner or any mayor-commissioner who shall
cease to possess the qualifications required herein shall forthwith forfeit his office.

To be eligible to hold the office of city commissioner of the City of Fort Lauderdale, or to
qualify for nomination or election as such, the candidate shall have resided in the City of Fort
Lauderdale for six (6) months immediately preceding the date of the election, and shall reside
in the commission district from which he seeks election on the day he qualifies as a candidate
for that office, shall continuously reside in that district and shall be a resident of the State of
Florida, and a citizen of the United States of America; shall be duly qualified to vote at city,
state and national elections; shall be over the age of twenty-one (21) years; and shall be
otherwise qualified as in this charter provided; shall hold no other public elective office; and
shall not be an officer, employee or serving in any capacity with the city government, except
that a city commissioner serving may qualify for reelection. Candidates for nomination or
election for the office of city commissioner shall comply with all the rules and regulations set
out in the charter as to their conduct. Any candidate for city commission or any city

commissioner who shall cease to possess the qualifications required herein shall forthwith
forfeit his office or candidacy.
(Ord. No. C-86-717, § 2, 9-16-86)

Sec. 3.04. Judge of elections and qualifications of members.

The city commission shall be the judge of all municipal elections and referendums and of the
qualifications of its members, subject to review by the courts. At the time that the city
commission meets to canvass the results of any election, any registered elector of City of Fort
Lauderdale shall be entitled to file with the city commission an affidavit setting out the facts
showing that a candidate has violated the provisions of this charter as to the manner of his
election, or is otherwise unqualified to hold office, and the city commission shall take proof at
such meeting and declare the results.

Sec. 3.05. Designation of vice-mayor.

{a) At its first meeting after the regular triennial election of 1988, the city commission shall,
by resolution, designate a district commissioner as vice-mayor. The vice-mayor selected in 1988
shall serve until the first city commission meeting to be held in April 1989 and at that meeting
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and at the first meeting in April for every vear thereafter the city commission shall by
resolution designate a district commissioner as vice-mayor. Should a commissioner decline or
be otherwise disqualified from serving in the office of vice-mayor, then and in that event,
another district commissioner shall be designated by resolution to serve in such office.

(b) The vice-mayor shall preside at any meeting of the city commission from which the
mayor is absent and shall perform those functions and duties set forth in section 4.04 hereof.
Should the mayor resign from office or be otherwise unable to continue to serve as mayor, the

vice-mayor shall serve as mayor until the vacancy in the office of mayor shall be filled as
provided herein.

(Ord. No. C-86-77, § 3, 9-16-86)

Sec. 3.06. Powers vested in commission; limitations.

The legislative powers of the city shall be vested in and exercised by the city commission,
and the commission shall have the power to pass ordinances, adopt resolutions, appoint by
resolution all appointive officers, boards and those employees specified in this charter as being
appointed by the city commission, and exercise all other powers herein provided. All powers of
the City of Fort Lauderdale, except as otherwise provided by this charter or by the Constitution
of the State of Florida, are hereby vested in the city commission; and except as otherwise
provided by this charter or by the Constitution of the State of Florida, the city commission may

by ordinance or resolution prescribe the manner in which any powers of the city shall be
exercised.

Sec. 3.07. Not to direct appointment of employees.

Neither the city commission nor any of its members shall direct the appointment of any
person to office or employment by the city manager, or in any manner prevent the city manager
from using his own judgment in selecting those officers or employees which he is entitled to
appoint or select under provisions of this charter, and the civil service system rules and
regulations. Except for the purpose of inquiry, the commission and its members shall deal with
the administrative service solely through the city manager, and neither the commission nor
any member thereof shall give orders to any subordinates of the city manager, either publicly
or privately. Nothing herein contained shall restrict the power of the commission at regular or
special meetings by formal motion, resoclution or ordinance to establish policies and require
compliance therewith by all personnel in the service of the city.

(Ord. No. C-85-40, § 1, 5-7-85)

Sec. 3.08. Forfeiture of office.

Absence by any commissioner from four (4) consecutive regular meetings of the city
commission shall operate to vacate the seat of such member, unless such absence is excused by
the city commission, by formal action duly entered upon the minutes. Any member of the city
commission who shall, while in office, be convicted of a felony, shall thereupon forfeit his office,
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