DRAFT
MEETING MINUTES
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE
MARINE ADVISORY BOARD
— FORT LAUDERDALE FIRE RESCUE DEPARTMENT
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 528 NW 2NP STREET, STATION #2
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33311
3RD FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM
TUESDAY, JULY 8, 2025 - 6:00 P.M.

Cumulative Attendance
May 2025-April 2026

Steve Witten, Chair
Robert Washington, Vice Chair
Norm Bekoff

Tyler Brunelle

Jeffrey Coburn

Jason Dunbar

Barry Flanigan

Robert Franks

John Lynch (dep. 7:00)

Dr. Bret Ribotsky

Bob Swindell

LaRhonda Ware (dep. 8:00)
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As of this date, there are 12 appointed members to the Board, which means 7 would
constitute a quorum.

Staff

Andrew Cuba, Marine Facilities Manager

Luis Villanueva, Marine Facilities Senior Administrator
Marco Aguilera, Chief Waterways Officer

Bob Dunckel, Assistant City Attorney

Sergeant Travis O’Neal, Marine Unit

Deputy Chief Garrett Pingol, Fire Rescue Marine Team
Edward Eason, Code Compliance Officer

Kate McConville, Harbormaster, Block Island, RI (via Zoom)
N. Day, Recording Clerk, Prototype, Inc.

Communications to City Commission

None.

l. Call to Order / Roll Call
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12
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VL. Proposed Ordinance Amending Code Sec. 8-145 entitled “Regulation of
vessels anchored in public waterways,” restricting anchorage of vessels
for a period of one (1) hour or more between one-half (1/2) hour before
sunrise for more than thirty (30) days in any six (6) month period, subject
to exclusions.

Assistant City Attorney Bob Dunckel briefly addressed the Board’s governing Ordinance,
which states the MAB may consider any subject it deems appropriate. They are also
specifically directed to consider and make recommendations on subjects including the
conditions of waterways and waterway safety.

Attorney Dunckel explained that when the City first designated Lake Sylvia as a location
for mooring purposes, there was a significantly smaller population of boats anchored
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there than at present. In 2008, the state preempted the City’s ability to regulate anchorage
in municipal waters. This preemption remained in effect until May 19, 2025, when House
Bill (HB) 481 adopted legislation allowing municipalities to once again regulate the
anchorage of vessels.

A recently proposed Ordinance would make it unlawful to anchor a vessel within Fort
Lauderdale’s public waterways for a period of one hour or more between one half-hour
after sunset and one half-hour before sunrise for more than 30 days within a six-month
period, excluding the overnight anchoring of a vessel for purposes of permitted marine
construction.

Attorney Dunckel concluded by requesting that the MAB recommend adoption of the
proposed Ordinance by the City Commission. He estimated that the Ordinance would be
presented to the Commission in September 2025.

Dr. Ribotsky commented that the proposed Ordinance seems to be restrictive with regard
to the revenue that may be generated by transient boaters on their way to other locations,
who may spend a number of weeks in the City. He asked if there is an estimated value of
this revenue. Attorney Dunckel replied that this information has not been collected,
although there is a requirement for a business impact statement. He also pointed out that
there is a large segment of the transient boating population that does not contribute
significantly to the local economy.

Mr. Bekoff expressed concern that the Ordinance could negatively affect the boats whose
owners may be attending or participating in the Fort Lauderdale International Boat Show,
the Winterfest Boat Parade, or other major community events that take place at night.

The Board members recalled that when this issue was previously addressed by the
Board, there was discussion of potential exemptions which could apply, such as boats
undergoing marine maintenance. It was clarified that the Ordinance is intended to address
nuisance boats; boats moving through the City are not expected to be a problem.

It was noted that the city of Hollywood has recently designated mooring areas within its
jurisdiction. Attorney Dunckel explained that this was part of an anchorage limitation area
option, which some municipalities have chosen to adopt. HB 481 provides an entirely
different option.

Dr. Ribotsky asked if it would be possible to modify the Ordinance’s time frame. Attorney
Dunckel recommended adopting the exact language provided by the state.

Chair Witten recalled a public meeting held in June 2025 in the Lake Sylvia area which
discussed the proposed Ordinance based on HB 481. Most of the attendees at that
meeting indicated they were in favor of the Ordinance rather than the adoption of an
anchorage limitation area.
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Motion made by Mr. Coburn, seconded by Mr. Franks, to send up a recommendation
supporting Ordinance 8-145 as written. In a roll call vote, the motion passed 8-2 (Dr.
Ribotsky and Ms. Ware dissenting).

Attorney Dunckel advised that the next action under the purview of the MAB will address
the regulation of live-aboard vessels. He advised that the owner or operator of a live-
aboard vessel or houseboat equipped with a marine sanitation device will need to
maintain a record of the date of each pump-out of that device and the location of the
pump-out station used.

Sergeant O’Neal addressed enforcement of the proposed Ordinance recommended by
the Board, stating that Marine Unit Officers would check “hot spot” locations such as Lake
Sylvia on a daily basis and keep a log of the vessels there, including their condition.
Attorney Dunckel added that he was not involved in determining potential fines or
enforcement actions.

Tim Stocksdale, member of the public, commented that boats moving through the City on
their way to other destinations do not create an issue; problems arise from boats that
remain continuously.
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Minutes-prepared-by-K-McGuirePrototype, Inc.]
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