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RESOLUTION NO. 14-98 

A RESOLUTION OF THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE CITY 
OF FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA, SUPPORTING 
MARRIAGE EQUALITY, URGING ENACTMENT OF A LAW 
THAT WOULD PROVIDE FOR MARRIAGE EQUALITY IN THE 
STATE OF FLORIDA, AND PROVIDING FOR RESCISSION 
OF CONFLICTING PROVISIONS AND AN EFFECTIVE DATE. 

WHEREAS, the City of Fort Lauderdale strives to protect the equal rights of all 
its residents without regard to race, color, creed, religion, gender, familial status, sexual 
orientation, gender identity, or gender expression; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Fort Lauderdale derives great strength from the diversity 
of its residents, employees, and visitors; and 

WHEREAS, the City of Fort Lauderdale extends employee health benefits to 
domestic partners regardless of sexual orientation; and 

WHEREAS, the lack of access to marriage under the laws of the State of 
Florida deprives members of the lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender community of more 
than 1 ,000 federal benefits and responsibilities afforded heterosexual couples, including 
spousal social security and pension benefits, tax equity, and medical decision-making authority; 
and 

WHEREAS, domestic partnership and civil union laws bring welcome 
recognition to same-sex couples and their families, but marriage remains the most widely 
accepted and best legal mechanism for protecting these families; and 

WHEREAS, denying access to marriage for same-sex couples discriminates 
against them, relegates them to second-class citizenship, and serves to institutionalize 
discrimination in violation of the United States Constitution, 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY COMMISSION OF THE 
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA: 

SECTION 1. That the City Commission supports equal access to legal marriage for same­
sex couples, and opposes laws and constitutional amendments that deny equal access to legal 
marriage for same-sex couples. 
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SECTION 2. That the City Commission urges the Florida Legislature and Governor Rick 
Scott to enact a law that would provide for marriage equality in the State of Florida. 

SECTION 3. That the City Clerk is directed to forward a certified copy of this Resolution to 
the Broward County state legislative delegation and to Governor Rick Scott. 

SECTION 4. That all resolutions or parts of resolutions in conflict herewith, be and the same 
are rescinded to the extent of such conflict. 

SECTION 5. That this Resolution shall be in effect immediately upon its adoption. 

ADOPTED this the 17th day of June, 2014. 

Mayor 
N P. "JACK" SEILER 

ATTEST: 

~6h)r- k. *rb-~ City Clerk 
JONDA K. JOSEPH 
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