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When the amount of greenhouse gases (GHG) 
produced equals the amount removed from 
the atmosphere. 
Achieving it requires cutting carbon emissions through 
various means to the extent practical, with the remainder 
managed so they can be absorbed and retained by nature, 
and other removal measures, leaving zero emissions in 
the atmosphere.

Net Zero, Simply Stated:
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FORT LAUDERDALE’S NET ZERO PLAN ALIGNS 
WITH KEY CITY AND REGIONAL STRATEGIES

Development of an Achievable Net Zero Plan
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This is Fort Lauderdale’s

TIME TO LEAD
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HOW NET ZERO WILL BENEFIT FORT LAUDERDALE
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*MTCO2e = metric tons of 
carbon dioxide equivalent
M = Millions
K = Thousands
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FUTURE EMISSIONS PROJECTIONS WERE MODELED UNDER TWO SCENARIOS
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Municipal Pathway to Net Zero Achieves
96% GHG REDUCTION
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PRIORITIZATION OF ACTIONS IMPLEMENTATION CONSIDERS SEVERAL 
FACTORS

Reaching net zero will require a continued collaborative effort that 
relies on community-wide and municipal strategies. 

Initial cost to the City

Return on investment 
(ROI) for the City

Alignment with 
existing strategic 
priorities

Co-Benefits 

Timeframe 

Life cycle cost 
to the City

GHG impact

Qualitative estimate for 
additional costs borne 
by the community

Level of effort 
(LOE) for the 
City

Social equity impacts 
for the community
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55 ACTIONS TO ACHIEVE NET ZERO
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Municipal-Focused 
Strategies: Near-Term 
Cost Estimate Ranges

Community-
Focused Strategies: 
Near-Term Cost 
Estimate Ranges
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Fort Lauderdale's 
vulnerability to 
climate change is 
evident in the 
increasing frequency 
and severity of 
extreme weather 
events

In April 2023, a 26-inch rainstorm in just 
8 hours caused catastrophic flash flooding, 
inundating over 1,000 homes, rendering 
critical roadways impassable for up to 48 
hours, and leaving some residential streets 
under 4-5 feet of water for nearly a week.

Record-breaking high tides in recent years have 
resulted in chronic flooding in low-lying areas, 
with 180 tide events exceeding the City’s flood 
threshold in 2023 and 119 such tides recorded 
in 2024.
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While climate resilience has long been a City priority, this Plan is 
focused on proactive, targeted strategies and actions to effectively 

manage natural resources that will reduce GHG emissions. 

To avoid the worst impacts of climate change, the City must be part of 
and demonstrate a commitment to regional, state, national, 

and global efforts to reduce GHG emissions.
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