
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING 

BETWEEN 

THE OFFICE OF THE STATE COURTS ADMINISTRATOR 

AND 

THE CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 

THIS MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING (MOU) between the Office of the State Courts Administrator 

(OSCA) and the City of Fort Lauderdale, Florida (City) is to govern the disbursement of the State Financial 

Assistance appropriated by the Florida Legislature to reimburse the City for expenses associated with the 

Fort Lauderdale Community Court Program.  This MOU shall be in support of Administrative Order 2019-75-

Crim (AO), dated September 25, 2019, or any superseding order, and the Memorandum of Understanding 

between the Seventeenth Judicial Circuit Court of Florida (Circuit)and the City, executed on January 9, 

2019.   

The Agreement between the Parties: 

1. The Florida Legislature appropriated funds to reimburse expenses incurred by the City to facilitate the
Seventeenth Judicial Circuit Community Court Program in the City of Fort Lauderdale.

2. The MOU consists of the following document in order of precedence:
a. This MOU between OSCA and the City of Fort Lauderdale.

b. Administrative Order 2019-75-Crim dated September 25, 2019, or applicable superseding
administrative orders.

c. The Memorandum of Understanding between the City and the Seventeenth Judicial
Circuit Court of Florida, dated January 9, 2019.

3. Modifications of the provisions of this MOU shall be valid only when they have been reduced to
writing and duly signed by both Parties.  Modifications to the Budget (Attachment C) may be made by
the OSCA Contract Manager without the need for a formal amendment to reflect future funding
established through the appropriations process and subsequently identified in the OSCA’s operating
Budget.

4. This MOU shall be effective on the date it is signed by the last party authorized to sign and shall end at
midnight on June 30, 2026.  The MOU may be renewed for a period of up to three (3) years at the
discretion of the OSCA, provided there is an active AO in place authorizing the Program.

5. This MOU may be terminated by either party by providing no less than thirty (30) calendar days’
notice in writing to the other party unless a shorter period is mutually agreed upon between the
parties.

6. The City shall establish and maintain books, records, and documents (including electronic storage
media) sufficient to reflect all income and expenditures of funds provided by the OSCA under this
MOU in accordance with section 215.422, Florida Statutes, Rule 2.440, the Florida Rules of General
Practice and Judicial Administration, the Reference Guide for State Expenditures, and Chapter 119,
Florida Statutes. Upon demand, at no additional cost to the OSCA, the City will facilitate the
duplication and transfer of any records or documents during the term of this Agreement and for a
period of five (5) years after the end of this MOU. These records shall be made available at all
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reasonable times for inspection, review, copying, or audit by Federal, State, or other personnel duly 
authorized by the OSCA. 

7. At all reasonable times for as long as records are maintained, persons duly authorized by the OSCA 
and State and Federal auditors, pursuant to 2 CFR § 200.336, and section 215.97, Florida Statutes (the 
Florida Single Audit Act) shall be allowed full access to and the right to examine any of the City’s 
related records and documents, regardless of the form in which kept. 

8. The City shall comply and cooperate immediately with any inspections, reviews, investigations, or 
audits deemed necessary by The Office of the Inspector General pursuant to section 20.055, Florida 
Statutes. 

9. No record may be withheld, nor may the City attempt to limit the scope of any of the foregoing 
inspections, reviews, copying, transfers, or audits based on any claim that any record is exempt from 
public inspection or is confidential, proprietary or trade secret in nature; provided, however, that this 
provision does not limit any exemption to public inspection or copying of any such record, provided 
that the OSCA’s internal auditor states in writing that such records are needed for a properly 
authorized audit, examination, or investigation, and provided that the OSCA maintains the exempt or 
confidential status of any such record. 

10. The City shall allow public access to all documents, papers, letters, or other public records as defined 
in Rule 2.420, Rules of General Practice and Judicial Administration, the DFS Guide to State 
Expenditures, and Chapter 119, Florida Statutes, made or received by the City in conjunction with this 
MOU except that public records made confidential by law must be protected from disclosure.  It is 
expressly understood that the City’s failure to comply with this provision shall constitute an 
immediate breach of this MOU for which the OSCA may unilaterally terminate the MOU. 

11. In performing its obligations under this MOU, the City shall without exception be aware of and comply 
with all State and Federal laws, rules, and regulations relating to its performance under this MOU as 
they may be enacted or amended from time-to-time, as well as any court or administrative order, 
judgment, settlement, or compliance agreement involving the OSCA which by its nature affects the 
services provided under this MOU. 

12. In performing its obligations under this MOU, the City shall at all times be acting in the capacity of an 
independent contractor and not as an officer, employee, or agent of the State of Florida. Neither the 
City nor any of its agents, employees, subcontractors, or assignees shall represent to others that it is 
an agent of or has the authority to bind the OSCA by virtue of this MOU, unless specifically authorized 
in writing to do so. This MOU does not create any right in any individual to State retirement, leave 
benefits or any other benefits of State employees as a result of performing the duties or obligations of 
this MOU. 

13. The City at its sole expense shall provide commercial insurance or in the alternative, proof of self-
insurance in accordance with Subsection 768.28(16)(a), Florida Statutes (2023), as may be amended or 
revised. 

14. Each party shall notify the other of potential or actual legal actions pending against the respective 
party related to services provided through this MOU, or that may impact either party’s ability to fulfil 
its obligations or that may adversely impact either party. The affected party shall notify the other 
party’s Contract Manager within ten (10) days of becoming aware of the adverse or potentially 
adverse action, or from the day of the legal filing, whichever comes first.    

15. This MOU is executed and entered into in the State of Florida, and shall be construed, performed, and 
enforced in all respects in accordance with Florida law, without regard to Florida provisions for conflict 
of laws. State Courts of competent jurisdiction in Florida shall have exclusive jurisdiction in any action 
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regarding this MOU and venue shall be in Broward County, Florida. The parties waive any right to a 
jury trial in any litigation arising from or relating in any way to this MOU. 

16. The parties must comply with the provisions of E-Verify under sections 448.09 and 448.095, Florida 
Statutes.   

17. The parties agree to comply with the provisions of contracting with entities of foreign countries of 
concern under section 287.138, Florida Statutes. 

18. If any term or provision of this MOU is legally determined unlawful or unenforceable, the remainder of 
the MOU shall remain in full force and effect and such term or provision shall be stricken. 

19. The OSCA shall reimburse the City for expenses directly related to the Community Court Program in 
the City of Fort Lauderdale during the service performance periods of this MOU according to the terms 
and conditions of this MOU in an amount not to exceed that set forth in Attachment C, subject to the 
availability of funds, upon written acceptance of all services by the OSCA. The State of Florida's 
performance and obligation to pay under this Agreement is contingent upon an annual appropriation 
by the Legislature and allocation by the Chief Justice of the Florida Supreme Court. Any costs or 
services paid for under any other Contract or Agreement or from any other source are not eligible for 
payment under this Agreement. 

20. The City will submit a reimbursement request within thirty (30) calendar days of the end of quarter for 
expenses incurred during the prior quarter. The reimbursement request must include an itemized 
listing of all expenses and the following statement: “I certify that the information contained in this 
reimbursement request is true and correct, contains only allowable expenditures necessary to deliver 
the goods and services required under the Agreement, that the funds have not been used for any other 
purpose, and the expense has not been and will not be reimbursed by any other funding source.” 

21. The City shall submit invoices for compensation for services or expenses in sufficient detail for proper 
pre-audit and post-audit. Where payment for travel expenses is permitted by the Program, the City 
shall submit invoices for any travel expenses in accordance with section 112.061, Florida Statutes, or 
at such lower rates as may be provided in this MOU.   

22. The final invoice for each State Fiscal Year shall be submitted to the OSCA no more than forty-five (45) 
days after the end of the State Fiscal Year or when Agreement ends or is terminated. If the City fails to 
do so, all rights to payment are forfeited and the OSCA will not honor any requests submitted after the 
aforesaid time period. Any payment due under the terms of this MOU may be withheld until 
performance of services and all reports required by the Program and necessary adjustments thereto, 
have been approved by the OSCA. 

23. The terms and conditions of the Administrative Order 2019-75-Crim (Attachment A) are hereby 
incorporated into this MOU by reference. 

24. The terms and conditions of the MOU between the Seventeenth Judicial Circuit Court of Florida and 
the City (Attachment B) are hereby incorporated into this MOU by reference. 

25. The deliverable descriptions, minimum performance standards and financial consequences for this 
MOU are found in Section 2 of Attachment B to this agreement. 

26. There are no provisions, terms, conditions, or obligations other than those contained herein, and this 
Agreement shall supersede all previous communications, representations, or agreements, either 
verbal or written between the parties. 

[THE REMAINDER OF THIS PAGE INTENTIONALLY LEFT BLANK] 
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IN WITNESS THEREOF, the parties hereto have caused these four (4) page MOU to be executed by their 
undersigned officials as duly authorized. 

 

THE CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE THE OFFICE OF THE STATE COURTS 

ADMINISTRATOR 
 
       

 

 

SIGNED 

BY: 

  

 

SIGNED BY:  

    
     

NAME: 

TITLE: 

Greg Chavarria 

City Manager  

NAME: 

TITLE: 

Sara K. Cunningham 

Deputy State Courts Administrator 

        

DATE:  DATE:  

        

               

Approved as to form and correctness:  

           

    

           

BY:    

           

NAME:    

           

TITLE:         Assistant City Attorney   

           

DATE:    

           

    

           

    

        

VENDOR #:  F59600319044 

MFMP #:       59-6000319 
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ATTACHMENT A – ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 2019-75-CRIM 
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ATTACHMENT A – ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 2019-75-CRIM 
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ATTACHMENT A – ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 2019-75-CRIM 
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ATTACHMENT A – ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 2019-75-CRIM 
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ATTACHMENT A – ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 2019-75-CRIM 
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ATTACHMENT A – ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER 2019-75-CRIM 
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ATTACHMENT B – JANUARY 9, 2019 MOU 
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ATTACHMENT B – JANUARY 9, 2019 MOU 
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ATTACHMENT B – JANUARY 9, 2019 MOU 
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ATTACHMENT B – JANUARY 9, 2019 MOU 
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ATTACHMENT B – JANUARY 9, 2019 MOU 
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ATTACHMENT C - VALUE STATEMENT AND BUDGET 
 

 

1. The table below shall constitute the approved MOU Budget.  The OSCA Contract Manager, at his or her 

sole discretion, may update the budgets without a formal amendment to the MOU to add 

appropriations each SFY, to move funds between line items, and add new approved expenditures.  The 

total of the budget may never exceed the total appropriated by the Legislature each SFY, unless the 

General Appropriations Act approves a “reappropriation’ of the unspent funds from a previous SFY, 

which shall be noted on the Agreement budget. 

 

 

2. Approved Operations Budget.  Payments made under this Agreement may not exceed the amounts 

shown for each category. 

 

 

3. Salaries and Benefits and Administrative or Indirect Costs are not reimbursable under this MOU. 

 

TABLE 1 –VALUE STATEMENT AND SFY ALLOCATIONS  

Line Description Recurring Non-
Recurring  

Total 

1 Year 1, SFY 23/24, Ch. 2023-239, Section 7, Line 3313 $0.00 $100,000.00 $100,000.00 

2 Year 2, SFY 24/25 TBD TBD TBD 

3 Year 3, SFY 25/26 TBD TBD TBD 

4 Renewal 1, SFY 26/27 TBD TBD TBD 

5 Renewal 2, SFY 27/28 TBD TBD TBD 

6 Renewal 3, AFY 28/29 TBD TBD TBD 

7 TOTAL VALUE $0.00 $100,000.00 $100,000.00 

TABLE 2, SFY 2023/2024 DIRECT EXPENSES BUDGET 

LINE 
# 

EXPENSE ITEM ESTIMATED 
ANNUAL 
EXPENSE 

1 Contracted Services $60,000.00 

2 Office Supplies $10,000.00 

3 Client Supplies and Expenses $10,000.00 

4 Space Rental  $10,000.00 

5 Client Transportation-Other $5,000.00 

6 Travel-Staff and Providers $5,000.00 

7 TOTAL $100,000.00 
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