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December 10, 2025 
 
The Honorable Dean J. Trantalis, Mayor 
John C. Herbst, Vice-Mayor / Commissioner, District 1 
Steven Glassman, Commissioner, District 2 
Pamela Beasley-Pittman, Commissioner, District 3 
Ben Sorensen, Commissioner, District 4 
 
City of Fort Lauderdale 
1 E. Broward Blvd., Suite 444, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33301 
 
 
Dear Mayor Trantalis and Commissioners Herbst, Glassman, Beasley-Pittman, and 
Sorensen: 
 
Subject: Letter of Support for the “No-Median Option” for the Las Olas Boulevard 
Corridor 
 
On behalf of Broward Workshop, I am writing to express our strong support for the 
adoption of the No-Median Option for the redesign of the Las Olas Boulevard corridor. 
 
Our Urban Corridor Committee, charged with evaluating proposals affecting 
downtown Fort Lauderdale, conducted a comprehensive review of the submitted plan. 
Based on our analysis of the proposal’s findings, the No-Median Option offers the most 
beneficial balance of mobility, pedestrian safety, business access, and long-term 
functionality. Specifically: 
 

• The proposal demonstrates that traffic flow and vehicular access will be 
improved under the No-Median design, reducing potential bottlenecks while 
preserving flexibility for turning movements and deliveries. 

• It shows that curbside access for parking, loading, and service functions — 
vital for the many small businesses, boutiques, restaurants, and mixed-use 
properties along Las Olas Boulevard — is better maintained under the No-
Median configuration. 

• The design preserves pedestrian safety and accessibility, while avoiding the 
operational constraints and unintended consequences (e.g., restricted mid-block 
movements, forced detours, or access limitations) associated with a median 
barrier. 

• It recognizes the importance of retaining a vibrant, accessible urban corridor 
to support downtown economic vitality, tourism, and property investments. 

• Retaining the existing median to preserve the Black Olive trees is not a 
sustainable or responsible approach. The City’s own arborist assessment 
concludes that the 16 Black Olive trees located in the median are in poor to 
failing condition and have a limited remaining lifespan and are unlikely to survive 
the next decade. Moreover, future replacements would be restricted to species 
with small root balls, most likely palms, which would not replicate the shade 
canopy.   CAM 26-0050 
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Under the No Median Plan, the existing 16 Black Olive trees, whose shade 
primarily benefits moving vehicles, would be replaced by more than 60 Oak 
trees planted along the sidewalks. This approach meaningfully improves the 
pedestrian experience by providing continuous, long-term shade where it is most 
needed. 

• Existing on-street parking generates more than $1 million annually in 
revenue. In addition to its fiscal importance, on-street parking serves a critical 
safety function by safeguarding pedestrians from moving traffic. It also enhances 
accessibility and convenience for visitors, supports retail activity, and contributes 
to a more lively, welcoming, and walkable streetscape. 

 
Moreover, we find it critically important to highlight that the majority of property 
owners along Las Olas Boulevard have communicated their support for the No-
Median Option. They understand that the No-Median design best preserves the 
character and functionality of the Boulevard, while supporting ongoing business 
operations, property access, and long-term property values. 
 
Given that Las Olas Boulevard is a defining economic corridor for Fort Lauderdale — 
essential not only for downtown but for the city’s broader economic health — we believe 
the No-Median Option strikes the appropriate balance between mobility, business 
vitality, safety, and flexibility. We respectfully urge the City Commission to approve and 
adopt the No-Median Option for the project. 
 
The Broward Workshop stands ready to continue working in partnership with the City, 
property owners, business stakeholders, and community leaders to support 
implementation and help ensure that the outcome strengthens downtown Fort 
Lauderdale for decades to come. 
 
Thank you for your leadership and thoughtful consideration. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 

 
 
Tim Petrillo, Chairman 
Broward Workshop 
 
cc: Rickelle Williams 
Milos Majstorovic 
 

Mission Statement 
The Broward Workshop is a forum of 117 business leaders and professionals committed to facilitate 

solutions to Broward County's most critical issues. We Identify, prioritize, communicate, and act on the 
most important business-related issues facing Broward County.  We create coalitions between the private 

and public sectors which enable us to enhance our effectiveness and commit resources to achieve 
meaningful results. We maintain an effective voice in local government and the community, while 

measuring, monitoring, and communicating our collective progress.  
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MEMBERSHIP LIST 2025-2026 

MEMBERS: COMPANY 

David A. Armstrong St. Thomas University 

Brett Atkinson Moss + Associates 

Walter Banks Lago Mar Resort Hotel & Club 

James Berger Berger Singerman 

Richard Berkowitz Berkowitz Pollack Brant 

Ray Berry Health Business Solutions 

Mark Binko National Jets 

Alec Bogdanoff, Ph.D. Brizaga 

Alice Bravo Alice Bravo & Associates 

Kim Breisemeister RMA 

Cressman Bronson PNC Bank 

Colin Brown JM Family Enterprises 

Kelley Brown-Murro Regions Bank 

Anita Setnor Byer Setnor Byer Insurance & Risk 

Andrew Cagnetta Transworld Business Brokers 

Rita Case Rick Case Automotive Group 

Charles Caulkins Fisher & Phillips 

Michael A. Chizner, MD Retired 

Keith Cobb Business Executive 

Ronald Colas  Jacobs Engineering 

Jamie Cole    Weiss Serota Helfman Cole & Bierman 

Doug Coolman Business Executive  
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MEMBERS: COMPANY 

Keith Costello Locality Bank 

Shaun Davis S. Davis & Associates, P.A.

William “Rick” Derrer Gulf Building 

Melanie Dickinson South Florida Business Journal 

James Donnelly Crown Residential 

  Walter Duke Walter Duke + Partners 

Joseph Farrell  Resolve Marine Group 

Bill Feinberg  Allied Kitchen & Bath 

Al Fernandez ANF Group 

Bernie Fernandez, MD Broward Health 

Jeffrey Fratarcangeli Fratarcangeli Wealth Management 

Glenn Goldstein Greenberg Traurig 

Joseph Goldstein Shutts 

Howard Greenberg HGreenberg Advisors 

Alyssa Greenspan Community Capital Management 

Gerald Greenspoon Greenspoon Marder  

Greg Haile Strategos Group 

Steve Halmos Halmos Holdings 

George Hanbury, Ph.D Hanbury Institute for Transformational 
Leadership 

Bryce Harlow Align 1 Solutions 

Marcell Haywood Encompass Onsite 

Manish Hirapara   Peak Activity  

Patty Hooley Zimmerman Weston Nissan and Plantation Ford 
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MEMBERS: COMPANY 

Alan Hooper Hooper Construction 

David Horvitz South Ocean Capital Partners 

Steve Hudson Hudson Capital Group 

Andreas Ioannou Orchestra Hotels & Resorts 

Kristin Johnson Hotwire Communications 

Matt Katz Gunster 

Mike Kaufman Kaufman Lynn Construction 

Russ Klenet Park and K 

Kathy Koch Ambit Communications 

Keith Koenig City Furniture 

Rob Kornahrens Advanced Roofing & Green Technologies 

Carson Kutuchief South Florida Physical Therapy 

Kurt Langsenkamp Steel Fabricators 

Alex Lazowick Keith & Associates 

Ina Lee Travelhost Elite Media 

George LeMieux Gunster 

Christopher Leonard Maestrox 

Alan B. Levan BBX Capital 

Jarett Levan BBX Capital 

Robert Lochrie III Lochrie & Chakas 

Michael Lombardi Lombardi Development 

Ginger Martin United Community Bank  

Cindy Mason Florida Blue  

Mark McCormick Mirabel Technologies 

Nick Milano Holland & Knight 
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MEMBERS: COMPANY 

Harry Moon, MD Nova Southeastern University 

Jody Moore MSi Recruiting 
 

Peter Moore Chen Moore and Associates 
 

Bob  Moss Moss & Associates 

Dev Motwani Merrimac Ventures 

Ramola Motwani Merrimac Ventures 

Peggy Nordeen  Starmark 
 

Greg Nordone Greyson Technologies 
 
Jennifer O’Flannery Anderson               Community Foundation of Broward  
 
Rudy Ortiz                                            CES Consultants 

 
Charles Palmer  North American Company 

Arlene Pecora Business Executive  
 

Tim Petrillo The Restaurant People 

George Platt LSN Partners 

Jerry Plush  

Julio Ramirez Fifth Third Bank 

  John Ray III Sonitrol Security Solutions 

Richard Rodriguez Centuric Technologies 

Ray Rodriguez Retired 

Andrew Rosen Kaplan 

Gary Rosen Becker P.A. 
 

Bill Rotella The Rotella Group 

Juliet Roulhac Florida Power & Light 

Scott Ross, MD  Cleveland Clinic 

Jean Francois Roy  Ocean Land Investments 
 

CAM 26-0050 
Exhibit 5 

Page 6 of 7

mailto:Kareen@browardworkshop.com


150 SE 12th Street, #200, Fort Lauderdale, FL 33316; (954) 462-9112; Kareen@browardworkshop.com 

5  

 

MEMBERS: COMPANY 
 
Jim Ryan       Outplex 

 
John Scherer Gulf Building 

Jonathan Schwartz Bullseye Strategy 
 

Frank Scruggs Retired 
 

Jack Seiler Seiler, Sautter, Zaden, Rimes & Wahlbrink 

Tom Shea Right Management 

Justen Shiff Shiff Construction 

Dennis D. Smith Tripp Scott, P.A. 

Ken Stiles Stiles Corporation 
 

Jeremy Straub Coastal Wealth 

Shane Strum Broward Health & Memorial Healthcare System 

Brian Sudduth Miller Construction 

Kenny Tate Tate Capital 
 

Robert Taylor BBI 

  Stephanie Toothaker Stephanie J. Toothaker 

Barbara Trebbi Landry Landry Trebbi Investments 
 

Eric Vainder Northern Trust 
 

Bob Venero Future Tech 
 
Randall Vitale BBX Capital Partners 

Bill Walker Water Taxi of Fort Lauderdale 

Jeff Watts Valley National Bank 

Mike Weymouth The Las Olas Company 
 

STAFF 
Kareen Boutros Executive Director  
Gaynel Smith Administrative Coordinator 
Martha Bevil      Office Manager 
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