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                   CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE					
                   City Commission Agenda Memo	#25-0009
	REGULAR MEETING

TO: 	Honorable Mayor & Members of the 
		Fort Lauderdale City Commission

FROM:	Susan Grant, Acting City Manager

DATE:	January 22, 2025

TITLE:	Public Hearing - Quasi-Judicial Resolution Approving the Historic Designation of the Exterior of the Building Commonly Known as “War Memorial Auditorium,” Located at 1000 E. Sunrise Boulevard (and also Identified at the Following Location: 800 NE 8th Street), Fort Lauderdale, Florida, as a Historic Landmark – Historic Preservation Board Case No. UDP-HPD24002 - (Commission District 2) 


Recommendation
Staff recommends the City Commission consider adopting a resolution approving the historic designation of the exterior of the building known as “War Memorial Auditorium” located at 1000 E. Sunrise Boulevard (and also identified at the following location: 800 NE 8th Street), Fort Lauderdale, Florida (“the property”) as a Historic Landmark, in accordance with Section 47-24.11.C.7. of the Unified Land Development Regulations (ULDR).

Background
A complete historic designation application was prepared for consideration of the War Memorial Auditorium historic landmark designation application and scheduled for a Historic Preservation Board (HPB) meeting. On December 2, 2024, the HPB reviewed the historic designation application, considered the staff report prepared by Trisha Logan, Principal Urban Planner and HPB Liaison, and reviewed the historic designation report. 

During the HPB meeting, City staff clarified that the designation applies only to the exterior of the building.  The HPB concluded that the building met ULDR Section 47-24.11.C.7.a. The HPB recommended, by a vote of 6-0, that the City Commission approve the request for historic landmark designation of the property. Minutes of the December 2, 2024, HPB meeting are provided as Exhibit 1. 

The City of Fort Lauderdale entered into a long-term lease agreement for a term of 50 years with the War Memorial Benefit Corporation to improve and operate the facility. Included in the agreement in Section 4.10, preservation of the historic character of the building, specifically the western exterior of the auditorium building and the roof structure is outlined. This agreement was approved by the City Commission on April 16, 2019, under Resolution Number 19-85 and is attached hereto as Exhibit 5. The construction required under the Lease Agreement is complete. Staff has concluded that the exterior of the War Memorial Auditorium application meets the criteria for historic designation as a historic landmark in Section 47-24.11.C.7.a. of the ULDR which states:  

a.	Its value as a significant reminder of the Cultural or archeological heritage of the city, state, or nation; 

Additional information concerning the history and significance of the building may be found within the HPB staff report, provided as Exhibit 2, the historic designation application, provided as Exhibit 3, and the historic designation report, provided as Exhibit 4.

ULDR Section 47-24.11.C.9. states that “unless otherwise specified by the approving body, each designation of a landmark shall automatically include the designation of the site upon which the landmark exists as a landmark site.” If the landmark is designated without a limitation as to the building only, then the entire site which the structure sits on is subject to the requirements in the ULDR for historic landmarks and landmark sites. In this case, a legal description of the structure only has been prepared for consideration of the designation of the exterior of the War Memorial Auditorium building. 

As a result, if historic landmark designation is approved by the City Commission, the structure will be subject to the provisions set forth in ULDR Section 47-24.11. This includes the requirement that the property owner or designee shall obtain a Certificate of Appropriateness (COA) from the HPB prior to undertaking any alterations, new construction, demolition, or relocation. Ordinary repairs and maintenance that are otherwise permitted by law may be undertaken without a Certificate of Appropriateness, provided this work does not alter the exterior appearance of the building or alter elements significant to its architectural or historic integrity. 

Additionally, if the designation as a historic landmark applies to only the building or the exterior of the building, then any future development that impacts the “War Memorial Auditorium” building will be subject to “review and comment” by the Historic Preservation Board in accordance with Policy HP 1.2.3b of the City’s Historic Preservation Element in the Comprehensive Plan which states as follows:

All proposed impacts to locally or nationally designated historic resources or those deemed eligible for historic designation by the State Historic Preservation Officer shall be reported to the Historic Preservation Board (HPB) for review and comment utilizing the “Criteria of Adverse Effects” as outlined within the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR) under 36 CFR Part 800 and the “Seven Aspects of Integrity” as outlined within the code of Federal Regulations under 36 CFR Part 60.

Designation Process
In accordance with ULDR Section 47-24.11.C.7, the criteria for the designation of property as a landmark, landmark site, or historic district shall be based on one (1) or more of the criteria and evaluated in conjunction with guidance provided within the National Register Bulletin series published by the National Park Service. 

In this case, staff identified that the building located at 1000 E. Sunrise Boulevard (and also identified at the following location: 800 NE 8th Street) is eligible for historic designation under Criterion (a) of ULDR Section 47-24.11.C.7. 

Resource Impact 
There is no fiscal impact associated with this action. 

Strategic Connections
This item supports the FY2025 City Commission Priorities, specifically the Public Places and Community Initiatives priority. 

This item supports the Press Play Fort Lauderdale 2029 Strategic Plan, specifically advancing:
· The Public Places Focus Area

This item advances the Fast Forward Fort Lauderdale 2035 Vision Plan: We Are Here.

This item supports the Advance Fort Lauderdale 2040 Comprehensive Plan specifically advancing:
· The Neighborhood Enhancement Focus Area
· The Historic Preservation Element
· Goal 1:  The City shall prepare and adopt a long-term approach to historic preservation which identifies and evaluates the City’s historic resources.

Attachments 
Exhibit 1 – December 2, 2024, HPB Minutes
Exhibit 2 – HPB Staff Report
Exhibit 3 – Historic Designation Application 
Exhibit 4 – Historic Designation Report
Exhibit 5 – Lease Agreement and Amendments between the City and War Memorial Benefit Corporation
Exhibit 6 – Resolution Landmark Designation – Approving
[bookmark: _Hlk187846712]Exhibit 7 – Resolution Landmark Designation – Denying
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