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Executive Summary 
 
Greetings, this is the proposal by Steven A. Schaet, Esq. whose main office is located in  

Downtown Ft. Lauderdale at 15 SW 10th Street, Ft. Lauderdale FL, 33315.  My office has 

been in the same location for over 10 years and it is conveniently located just 4 blocks 

from the main courthouse.  My office is a sole proprietorship with several staff members 

who assist with filing motions, answering calls, setting appointments, bookkeeping and 

such.  My main assistant and Office Manager is Aixa Espinal who was the Office 

Manager when I held this same contract with the city of Ft. Lauderdale from 2010 to 

2014.  She is very familiar with all aspects of handling the Municipal Ordinance 

violations.   
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Experience 

I graduated from Law School in 1998 and immediately began working with the Brevard 

County Public Defender’s office as a public defender handling all misdemeanor charges.  

I worked in that office from October 1998 to April of 1999 and then relocated to Broward 

County where I immediately was hired to work at the Broward County Public Defender’s 

office.  While at the Broward office I handled both misdemeanor charges as well as 

felony matters from April 1999 up and to August of 2000 when I left the office to open 

my own office. 

I opened my own office in August of 2000 and I have continued to focus my career 

exclusively on Criminal Defense.  In my 20 plus years of practicing I easily have over 50 

jury trials, 100’s of nonjury trials and countless motions all dealing with criminal 

defense.   

All of the trials I have been associated with, the 50 plus jury and 100’s of nonjury trials I 

have been the first chair attorney. 

I meet all of your requirements outlined in your bid packet and will be in compliance 

with 2.24 Insurance Requirements upon getting the contract from your city. 
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History with Indigent Clients 

My history and experience with indigent clients is extensive.  As you may or may not 

know, I held this same contract with the City of Ft. Lauderdale from late 2010 to the 

middle of 2014 until I lost this contract because the current city public defender under bid 

my offer by $1.50.  During my time as your city public defender, I worked with your city 

prosecutors and always enjoyed an excellent relationship with them even though we 

technically have adversarial positions on the cases.  We continue to have excellent 

relationships today.  Further not only was I your city public defender “PD” but I am also 

currently the city public defender for the following cities:  Hollywood, Hallandale, Dania 

Beach, Pompano Beach, Deerfield Beach and Lauderhill.  I have enjoyed being their city 

attorney now for close to 7-9 years depending on the city.  I encourage you to speak to 

the other city attorneys whom I work for and the prosecutors I deal with in court on a 

regular business.  Quite frankly, there is no other attorney in Broward County which has 

handled more municipal ordinance violations “MO” than I have.  My experience with 

MO cases can’t be matched.  Some of the judges that I appear before have called me the 

king of Open Container trials because I have yet to lose one.  While serving as the city 

PD for all of these cities I have always been readily available to go to court on a moments 

notice because of my office location and if I was unavailable for any particular reason I 

can always procure another attorney to stand in for me as well.   
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Office Contact Information and Structure of the Office 

15 SW 10 Street, Ft. Lauderdale FL, 33315 

Phone: 954-728-3477 

Fax: 954-728-3478 

Cell: 954-478-5079 

Email: Schaetlaw@hotmail.com 

Limited Liability Corporation registered in the State of Florida 
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Substitute Attorney  

Chris O’toole  

1132 SE 3rd Ave, Ft. Lauderdale FL, 33316 

Phone/Fax: 954-524-9990 

Mr. O’toole has 21 plus years of experience as both an assistant state attorney in Broward 

County and a criminal defense attorney.  Mr. O’toole has his own office and is also 

conveniently located close to the courthouse.   

Mr. O’toole also meets all of the requirements concerning first chair experience and 

insurance stipulations.   
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Scope of City’s Needs 

Better than anyone else, I know the city’s indigent clients needs as well as the city’s 

needs.  As the current city public defender for 6 other cities my understanding of each 

city’s needs is extensive.  I fully recognize that each and every client not able to pay for 

an attorney should be able to have one regardless of the charge.  This is where I can assist 

with my extensive knowledge and experience in handling these types of matters.  Each 

day I am in court handling indigent clients needs and how best to address their issues.  I 

have gone out of my way to help clients reestablish relationships with their loved ones, 

securing housing, helping them obtain identification and financial stability.  I will 

continue to work with the judges, the counselors, and others to try to find help to alleviate 

the indigent arrest problem in Ft. Lauderdale while at the same time trying to assist my 

clients needs to better themselves to avoid being arrested in the future.  My approach to 

handling all these matters will continue to be what I am doing now, every day, every 

week and every month because like I said I am currently handling 6 cities cases, all of 

them extremely happy with my work. 

My office staff and I are certainly capable of taking on additional cases, especially these 

cases because of the system we have had in place handling these matters for 9 years now. 
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References 

Mark Berman --- City Attorney of Pompano Beach 

Office:  954-786-4614 

Tracey Lyons --- Deputy City Attorney of Pompano Beach 

 Office: 954-786-4614 

Cell:  954-732-9776 

Aileen Ruiz --- City Prosecutor For the City of Hollywood 

Cell: 305-804-3987 
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Required Forms 

• Bid Proposal $150.00 per case. 

Also see attached form 

• Non-Collusion Statement 

See attached 

• Non-Discrimination Certification Form 

See attached 

• Local Business Price Preference 

See attached 

• Contract Payment Method 

In place Visa payment system through Bank of America 

See attached 

• Sample Insurance Certificate 

See attached 

• Florida Bar Member in Good Standing 

See Attached 
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Closing Statement 

I would like to take this opportunity to provide some information that may not have been 

added above.  I have held the City of Ft. Lauderdale contract prior to this opportunity for 

a period of 4 years all the while never receiving a complaint to the city about my 

representation but quite the opposite, glowing reviews.  I took over this contract at the 

end of 2010 on the recommendation of Scott Walker, a former assistant city attorney, the 

current city prosecutor Dina Kaizen and Judge Fry who was the prior city public 

defender.  I only lost the contract due to someone under bidding me by $1.50.  During my 

tenure as your city public defender other cities contacted Ft. Lauderdale and all of them 

were given the recommendation that I be hired to represent their city.  Those cities as 

listed above are Hollywood, Hallandale, Lauderhill, Deerfield Beach, Pompano Beach 

and Dania Beach.  Each listed city can be contacted to get their opinion about me as well 

and I also encourage you to contact the city prosecutors from those cities as well as your 

own city of Ft. Lauderdale prosecutors to get their opinion about my work, experience 

and attitude. 
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