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laws. Advocates see them
asuseful tools to thwart acts
of violence. Others say their
usefulness is exaggerated.
Here’s a look at Florida’s

redflag law:
Floridapassedwide-rang-

inggun-control legislationin
2018, theMarjoryStoneman
DouglasHighSchool Public
SafetyAct, that included the
redflag law.
Lawmakerswere spurred

to action in part by a shoot-
ing at the school in Park-
land after which the act is
named. Law enforcement
had received complaints
about threatsby the 19-year-
oldformerstudentbeforehe
killed17peopleat theschool
onFeb. 14,2018.
Among other things, the

legislation also raised the
minimum age to buy guns
to21.
Under the red flag provi-

sions, law enforcement can
askacivilcourttoissuearisk

prevention order that bars
someone deemed danger-
ous to themselves or others
from possessing guns. They
alsocan’tbuygunswhilethe
order is ineffect.
The process is a civil

matter. Someone doesn’t
need to be suspected of a
crime for an order to be
sought. A request can be
promptedbyamentalhealth
crisis,oradisplayorthreatof
violence.
TheJacksonvillegunman,

Ryan Palmeter, had made
racist writings discovered
byhis father after the shoot-
ing started. But it isn’t clear
whether he earlier made
the kind of open threats
of violence or engaged in
witnessed behaviors that
should have led to action
underthestate’sredflaglaw.
In theweekend shooting,

PalmeterusedanAR-15-style
semi-automatic rifle and a
Glock handgun he bought
legally this year, despite his
involuntary commitment
in 2017, Jacksonville Sheriff
T.K.Watershas said.

Under Florida law, a
personcanbedetainedupto
72 hours for an involuntary
mental health examination.
Ifapersonisreleasedfollow-
ing the examination, rather
than held for treatment, the
commitment does not show
uponabackgroundcheck.
And when Palmeter was

takenintocustodyforthreat-
eninghisownlife, thatcame
before the2018 legislation.
Asked in an interview

Monday if he thought the
shooting in his city pointed
to some failure of state laws,
Waters said “the system did
not fail, from what we can
see.”
“There are so many

people across this country
thatowngunsandownguns
legally and have never done
anything with them,” he
added. “I think it’s strange
to vilify an object that
that doesn’t live, it doesn’t
breathe.”
In Florida, a request for

anordercanbe initiatedand
filed only by a law enforce-
ment officer or a represen-

tative of a law enforcement
agency. Some other states
allow others to submit
requests.
New York’s 2019 red flag

law was the first to give
teachersandschooladminis-
tratorstheability“toprevent
school shootings by pursu-
ing court intervention,” a
state website says. Family
members, prosecutors and
police in NewYork can also
askcourts to intervene.
In Illinois, a roommate, in

addition to parents and law
enforcement officers, can
make the request. In some
states, doctors and work-
placecolleaguescan.
While only law enforce-

ment can file the petition in
Florida, anyone can reach
out to a law enforcement
agencyandaskit to lookinto
a case and potentially file a
petition based onwhat they
find.
It requires that petitions

for a court order include
specific actions or threaten-
ing statements made by the
subjectof therequest.

TheFloridapetitionform,
posted on court websites,
saystheremustbeproofthat
aperson “poses a significant
dangerofharminghimselfor
herself or others bypossess-
ing a firearm or ammuni-
tion.”
Once a petition is filed,

a hearing must be held
within 14 days for a judge
to go through support-
ing evidence. If the danger
seems imminent, the court
can issue a temporary order
while the full hearing is
pending.
Proof must be “clear and

convincing”—ahigheviden-
tiary bar — that someone is
a risk before anorder canbe
entered.
Orders can be issued for

up to a year. After that, the
order can be extended for
another year, though courts
must hold another hearing
to do so. Targets of an order
must surrender all guns and
ammunition, as well as any
concealedgunpermit.
After an order is issued,

the person it applies to can

request to have it vacated.
With an order in place, the
burden is on the subject of
an order to present “clear
and convincing” evidence
that theyareno longera risk
toanyone.
Some worry red flag

laws can lead to those with
grudgesagainstagunowner
to make false accusations
to police about threats or
mental issues. Proponents
of red flag laws say existing
lawsagainstsubmittingfalse
reports should help prevent
that.
Others have challenged

the constitutionality of red
flag laws, saying they allow
for the seizure of property
— in this case, guns — even
when no crime has been
committed and through
a truncated process that
doesn’t give subjects a fair
chancetodisputetheclaims.
Among the safeguards

against due process viola-
tions, courts have held, is
the high standard of proof
required in most states
beforeanordercan issued.
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home on stilts all in one
piece.
“I didn’t sleep none …

There’sabarandrestaurant
that blewall topieceshere,”
Rosssaid. “Thiswasthefirst
stormI’ve ever left for.”
Hisneighbor,DaveEbert,

whomoved toSteinhatchee
four years ago after retiring,
heard a large, 100-year-old
oak tree limb snap and land
on his roof just after 1 a.m.
He said he lost power, but
the branch didn’t put a hole
in thehouse.
“My neighbor stayed and

hadafootandahalfofwater
inside his house,” Ebert
said. “I stayed to protectmy
house.”
Ebert saidanotherneigh-

bor registered a 143 mph
wind gust on his weather
station.
Along the scenic Stein-

hatchee River, the town’s
focal point, the hurri-
cane’s force and storm
surge downed awnings,
crunched docks and tossed
boats awry. The waterfront

Steinhatchee River Inn and
Marinasufferedanumberof
storm-relateddamages.
A man who identified

himselfas theownerwalked
up toassess thedamageand
said he didn’t have time to
talk with so much work
ahead.
“As long as everyone

is safe,” he said, placing a
premium on human lives
and livelihood over prop-
erty damage, which can be
fixed in time.
Despite officials urging

everyone to evacuate,
CedarKeyresidentMichael
Bobbitt toldMSNBCthathe
chose to ride out the storm.
He said he did it because he
knew the other peoplewho
didn’t leavewouldneedhelp
in the aftermath.
“All of our commercial

buildings downtown are
underwater and a serious
percentage of our homes
have been inundated with
water,” said Bobbitt, who
huddled in his 117-year-old
houseonahill.
Bobbittwasoneofanesti-

mated 100 residents who
chose to hunker down and
ride out the storm. By noon

Wednesday, Gulf Search
and Rescue and American
YellowCross— both volun-
teer groups with members
from as far away as Texas
and Idaho — were staged
near the causeway leading
to the island.
“I came in for Hurricane

Ian last year. In the last 19

years, I’ve worked every
hurricane thatmade landfall
in theU.S.,” said Jake Stovall,
GulfSAR’sfounderanddirec-
tor. “If we don’t have any
rescues, that’sagreatday.”
After boats from both

groups launched into the
white-capped waters
lapping at Cedar Key’s

shores, they were called
back with the news that
most, if not all, of the small
city’s hurricane holdouts
were accounted for.
In the early afternoon,

Cedar Key Police Chief
Edwin Jenkins stood guard
at the bridge, controlling
entry while the island

remained closed to assess
stormdamage.
One longtime resident,

82-year-old HermanWells,
evacuated to escape Idalia’s
rage but found he wasn’t
allowed to returnhome.
“I’m not moving … I

knowhowto swim,”he told
Jenkins in a tense exchange
before yielding and turning
back inland.
Cedar Key City Commis-

sioner Sue Colson said the
island shut down overnight
as the worst of Hurricane
Idaliaapproachedthe island
community.
“It’s not the city’s call, it’s

the [Florida] Department
of Transportation. Bridges
arevital forentryandFDOT
needs tomake sure they are
safe,” she said. “We’re out
assessing today and getting
debris removed so electric
trucks canget through.”
Colson anticipates that

the island will reopen on
Thursday if FDOT deems
the causeway safe for
passage.
She said that effortswere

underway to check houses
where residents chose to
stay.
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Dave Ebert, left, and Travis Ross cut off limbs from a tree that landed on Ebert’s home in
Steinhatchee on Wednesday. WILLIE J. ALLEN JR./ORLANDO SENTINEL
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NOTICE OF HEARING TO IMPOSE AND PROVIDE FOR
COLLECTION OF FIRE SPECIAL ASSESSMENTS

Notice is hereby given that the City Commission of the
City of Fort Lauderdale will conduct a public hearing
to consider imposing a fire special assessment fee
for the provision of fire services within the Municipal
Boundaries of the City of Fort Lauderdale for the
Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2023.

The public hearing has been scheduled for 5:01 P.M.
on Wednesday, September 13, 2023, at The Parker,
707 Northeast 8th Street, Fort Lauderdale, Florida
for the purpose of receiving public comment on the
proposed assessment. All affected property owners
have a right to appear at the hearing and to file
written objections with the City Commission within
20 days of this notice.

The assessment for each parcel of property will be
based upon each parcel’s classification and the total
number of billing units attributed to that parcel. The
following table reflects the proposed fire assessment
schedule.

For the Fiscal Year beginning October 1, 2023, the
Fire Assessed Cost is estimated to be $55,095,989.
The Fire Assessments to be assessed and
apportioned among benefited parcels pursuant to

the Cost Apportionment and Parcel Apportionment to generate the estimated Fire Assessed Cost for the Fiscal
Year commencing October 1, 2023, are as follows:

RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY USE
CATEGORIES

Rate Per Dwelling Unit

All Residential $338

NON-RESIDENTIAL PROPERTY USE
CATEGORIES

Building Classification
(in square foot ranges) Commercial

Industrial/
Warehouse Institutional

≤ 1,999 $534 $68 $537

2,000 - 3,499 $1,067 $135 $1,073

3,500 - 4,999 $1,867 $236 $1,877

5,000 - 9,999 $2,667 $337 $2,681

10,000 - 19,999 $5,333 $673 $5,361

20,000 - 29,999 $10,666 $1,346 $10,722

30,000 - 39,999 $15,999 $2,019 $16,083

40,000 - 49,999 $21,332 $2,692 $21,444

50,000 - 59,999 $26,665 $3,365 $26,805

60,000 - 69,999 $31,998 $4,038 $32,166

70,000 - 79,999 $37,331 $4,711 $37,527

80,000 - 89,999 $42,664 $5,384 $42,887

90,000 - 99,999 $47,996 $6,057 $48,248

≥ 100,000 $53,329 $6,730 $53,609

Copies of the Fire Assessment Ordinance (Ordinance No. C-99 49, as amended by Ordinance C-16-03), the
Initial Assessment Resolution (Resolution No. 99-81), the Final Assessment Resolution (Resolution 99-100),
the Preliminary Rate Resolution (23-140) initiating the annual process of updating the Assessment Roll
and imposing the Fire Assessments, and the preliminary Assessment Roll for the upcoming fiscal year are
available for inspection at the City Clerk’s Office, One East Broward Boulevard, Suite 444, Fort Lauderdale,
Florida. The assessments will be collected on the ad valorem tax bill to be mailed in November 2023, as
authorized by Section 197.3632, Florida Statues. Failure to pay the assessments will cause a tax certificate
to be issued against the property, which may result in a loss of title. If you have any questions, please contact
the Fire Rescue Department at (954) 828-6800, Monday through Friday between 8:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m.

NOTE: If a person decides to appeal any decision made by the City Commission with respect to any matter
considered at the hearing, such person will need a record of the proceedings and may need to ensure that
a verbatim record is made, including the testimony and evidence upon which the appeal is to be based.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons needing a special accommodation or an
interpreter to participate in this proceeding should contact the City Clerk’s Office at (954) 828-5002 at least
two days prior to the date of the hearing, and arrangements will be made to provide those services for you.

DAVID R. SOLOMAN
CITY CLERK

CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDAP
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