DRAFT
MEETING MINUTES
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE
MARINE ADVISORY BOARD
. FORT LAUDERDALE FIRE RESCUE DEPARTMENT
CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE 528 NW 2NP STREET, STATION #2
FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33311
3RD FLOOR CONFERENCE ROOM
THURSDAY, MAY 7, 2026 — 6:00 P.M.

Cumulative Attendance
May 2026-April 2027

Steve Witten, Chair
Ted Morley, Vice Chair
Norm Bekoff

Tyler Brunelle
Jeffrey Coburn
Courtney Day

Jason Dunbar
Katherine Fernandez
Robert Franks

John Lynch

Sam Mitchell

Dr. Bret Ribotsky
Bob Swindell
LaRhonda Ware
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As of this date, there are 14 appointed members to the Board, which means 8 would
constitute a quorum.

Staff

Andrew Cuba, Marine Facilities Manager

Edward Eason, Code Compliance Officer

Sergeant Travis O’Neal, Marine Unit

Eric Knowles, Fort Lauderdale Fire Rescue Battalion Chief
Captain Chad Robertson, Fort Lauderdale Fire Rescue
Scott Stone, Assistant City Attorney

Rickelle Williams, City Manager

N. Day, Recording Clerk, Prototype, Inc.

Communications to City Commission

None.

l. Call to Order / Roll Call
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VIlIl. Dock Waiver — 234 Plaza Las Olas / Susan Rotman

Ms. Robbins, representing the Applicant, stated that the request is for a finger pier and
boat lift at the subject property. She showed photos of the site and its surrounding area,
noting that there is an existing 45 ft. structure that extends 18.5 ft. into the waterway.
The center of the navigable channel is approximately 400 ft. from the property.

The Applicant proposes to replace the existing marginal dock within its current footprint
and also proposes a 30 ft. x 8 ft. finger pier at the southern end of the property, with the
boat lift at the end of this structure. Both the finger pier and the boat lift will extend a
maximum of 40 ft. 10 in. from the property line.

Ms. Robbins showed a rendering of 30% of the waterway width, noting that there is a
federal channel on this portion of the New River which is governed by the U.S. Coast
Guard. The Florida Department of Transportation (FDOT) has indicated that they do not
have any concerns with the plans.

Extraordinary circumstances for the Application include:
e Width of the waterway is 720 ft. at the subject location
e The boat lift will allow the Applicant's vessel to be maintained in good condition
e The boat lift will enhance safety during severe weather
e No impacts to public safety

Ms. Robbins concluded that numerous waivers have been approved in the vicinity of the
project. Two neighbors of the subject property have provided letters of support.

It was clarified that the distance from the boat to the property line would be 5 ft. The
property adjacent to the nearby bridge is a City park. There is a second park in the
vicinity.
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Mr. Cuba confirmed that no letters of objection were sent to the City.

At this time Chair Witten opened the public hearing. With no individuals wishing to
speak at this time, the Chair closed the public hearing.

Motion made by Mr. Lynch, seconded by Vice Chair Morley, to approve.

Mr. Day reiterated his concern with the continued use of the phrase “extraordinary
circumstances,” which he asserted do not apply in this and many other cases, despite
the requirement to identify them.

It was noted that one reason for the extension request could be the downward slope to
the waterway as well as existing riprap. This could be identified as an extraordinary
circumstance.

In a roll call vote, the motion passed 12-0.
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