CITY OF FORT LAUDERDALE

PLANNING AND ZONING BOARD MEETING MINUTES
CITY HALL COMMISSION CHAMBERS

N. ANDREWS AVE., FORT LAUDERDALE, FLORIDA 33301

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 16, 2022 — 6:00 P.M.

June 2021 — May 2022

Jacquelyn Scott, Chair
Brad Cohen, Vice Chair

John Barranco
Mary Fertig (arr.
Steve Ganon

Shari McCartney

William Rotella
Jay Shechtman

Board Members Attendance Present Absent
P 10 0
P 7 8
P 9 1
6:16) P 10 0
P 10 0
P 9 1
(arr. 6:03) = 9 1
P 8 2
P 7 3

Michael Weymouth

It was noted that a quorum was present at the meeting.

Staff

Ella Parker, Urban Design and Planning Manager
D’'Wayne Spence, Assistant City Attorney

Shari Wallen, Assistant City Attorney

Jim Hetzel, Principal Planner

Michael Ferrera, Urban Design and Planning
Nicholas Kalargyros, Urban Design and Planning
Adam Schnell, Urban Design and Planning
Trisha Logan, Historic Preservation Planner
Anthony Fajardo, Development Services Director

Orlando Arrom,

Engineering

Istvan Virag, Transportation and Mobility Department

Leslie Harmon,

Recording Secretary, Prototype, Inc.

Communications to City Commission
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7. CASE: UDP-T22003
REQUEST: * Amending Section 47-22.8, “Special Sign Districts” by Creating
Subsections 47-22.8.A, entitled “General Requirements” and 47-22.8.B,
entitled “New River Center Special Sign District”, creating a special sign
district and regulations for New River Center Area, located south of E. Las
Olas Boulevard, west of SE 3rd Avenue, east of SE 1st Avenue and north of
New River Drive.
APPLICANT: City of Fort Lauderdale
GENERAL LOCATION: Las Olas Way; south of East Las Olas Boulevard,
west of SE 3™ Avenue, east of SE 15t Avenue and north of New River Drive.
COMMISSION DISTRICT: 4 — Ben Sorensen
NEIGHBORHOOD ASSOCIATION: Downtown Fort Lauderdale Civic
Association
ZONING DISTRICT: Downtown Regional Activity Center — City Center
LAND USE: Downtown Regional Activity Center
CASE PLANNER: Michael Ferrera
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Ms. Fertig arrived at 6:16 p.m.

Nectaria Chakas, representing the Applicant, explained that the request is for
establishment of a sign district as permitted by the City’s ULDR. 60% of merchants
fronting onto a street may petition the City for establishment of such a district, and the
district's requirements then become part of City Code. Tonight's Application would
establish the boundaries of a sign district and the accompanying signage regulations.

Ms. Chakas showed a visual of the proposed sign district, which encompasses a
number of buildings on Las Olas Boulevard and NE 3 Street. These properties are part
of Florida Quality Development’s master planned communities, which were established
by state law in the 1980s. The area was platted under a single plat. The right-of-way in
the center of the proposed district, Las Olas Way, is a private roadway owned by the
New River Center Maintenance Association, which would also own the district. The
owners granted the City an ingress/egress easement for this road.

The district owners wish to install a monument sign at the corner of Las Olas Way and
East Las Olas Boulevard. This sign would advertise the businesses within the boundary
of the sign district. It will be considered an off-premises sign, which means the only way
the monument sign would be allowed is within a sign district.

Ms. Chakas noted that the properties’ plat shows all parcels were included in a single
plat for a master planned community. She also showed a rendering of the proposed
monument sign, noting that the Riverwalk Linear Park will also include a wayfinding sign
using the logo of the Riverwalk Trust. The Trust has provided a letter of support for the
requested sign district.

Mr. Shechtman asked if the rules of the proposed sign district are consistent with the
City’s general signage rules. Ms. Chakas confirmed this, adding that the sign district
states that any individual signs on the businesses’ properties must comply with ordinary
City Sign Code. The monument sign is a separate sign that would not be permitted
without establishment of a sign district.

There being no further questions from the Board at this time, Chair Scott opened the
public hearing. As there were no individuals wishing to speak on the Item, the Chair
closed the public hearing and brought the discussion back to the Board.

Motion made by Mr. Shechtman, seconded by Mr. Weymouth, to make the Staff Report
part of the record. In a voice vote, the motion passed unanimously.

Motion made by Mr. Rotella, seconded by Vice Chair Cohen, to approve. In a roll call
vote, the motion passed 9-0.
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[Minutes prepared by K. McGuire, Prototype, Inc.]
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